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Listeners  Picket  WBUR 
Over  Programming  Cuts 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON  —  Latinos,  blacks, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  picketed  last 
Wednesday  in  front  of  public 
radio  station  WBUR,  the  Boston 
University  station  considered  by 
many  to  be  the  most  progressive 
station  in  Boston.  The  picket  was 
organized  by  a  group  of  about  20 
people  who  had  met  three  times  in 
September  with  the  station’s  man¬ 
ager,  Jane  Christo,  to  demand 
that  “special  interest”  program¬ 
ming  cuts  be  canceled. 

The  cuts,  which  went  into  effect 
on  Sept.  15,  include  a  paring 
down  of  black  and  Latino  pro¬ 
grams  and  elimination  of  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  elderly  and  for 
lesbians  and  gays. 

According  to  Christo,  the 
changes  were  part  of  an  overall 
shift  of  programming  that  was 
necessary  in  order  to  concentrate 
news  and  public  affairs  program¬ 
ming  in  the  peak  radio  listening 
hours  (roughly,  commuting 
hours). 

Christo  has  pledged  to  cover 
minority  issues  during  these  times 
in  short  pieces  up  to  2Zi  minutes 
in  length.  She  maintains  that,  with 
this  format,  WBUR  will  better 
serve  minorities,  since  more  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  tuned  in. 

Those  opposed  to  the  changes 
claim  that  minority  listening 
habits  are  not  necessarily  the  same 
as  those  of  white,  middle-class 
Americans.  They  pointed  out  that 
people  who  can’t  afford  a  car  are 
not  part  of  the  “drive-time” 
audience. 

At  their  scond  meeting  with 
Christo  on  Sept.  18,  Latinos, 
blacks,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
pointed  out  that  Arbitron,  the 
ascertainment  service  used  by 
WBUR,  states  in  its  brochure  that 
it  does  not  ascertain  the  listening 
needs  of  Boston’s  Latinos.  The 
group  claimed  that  Arbitron,  in  its 
recent  ascertainment  of  the  black 
community  here,  successfully  con¬ 
tacted  only  a  handful  of  black 
people.  Christo  admitted  that  no 
attempt  had  been  made  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  radio  listening  needs  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  communities 
in  Boston. 

“Do  you  think  2Vi  minutes 
[news  spots]  a  few  times  a  week 
are  going  to  tell  you  what’s 
happening  in  your  comtnunity?” 
Ann  Maguire,  long-time  host  of 


Gay  Way,  asked  the  picketers. 
“That’s  what  WBUR  thinks.” 

Over  a  loudspeaker,  Maguire 
told  passersby  and  the  Boston 
University  students  who  lay  on  the 
lawn  sunning  themselves, 
“WBUR  wants  to  be  a  lily-white 
station.  What  they’re  interested  in 
is  numbers  [of  listeners].  They 
want  to  cut  out  minority  program¬ 
ming  and  put  on  rock.” 

The  line  grew  longer  as  picket¬ 
ers  chanted  (to  the  tune  of 
“Mickey  Mouse”),  “B-U-R,  N-P- 
R,  M-O-N-E-Y,”  and  other 
slogans  denouncing  WBUR’s  cut 
backs  as  racist,  sexist  and  non- 
responsive  to  the  public.  [N.P.R. 
is  National  Public  Radio.] 

GCN  asked  Jose  Masso,  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  picket  and 
the  host  of  Con  Salsa,  about  the 
purpose  of  the  picket.  “I’m  not  so 
interested  in  its  effect  on  Jane 
Christo  as  I  am  in  its  energizing  us 
and  the  students  at  B.U.  I  want 
students  and  the  public  at  large 
and  us  to  realize  that  there  are 
other  ways  to  make  changes.  I 
want  the  station  to  realize  this, 
too.  I  want  the  station  to  realize 


that  we’re  serious  about  what 
we’re  doing.” 

Contacted  by  GCN,  Christo 
said  that  the  demands  of  the 
picketers  are  “unreasonable.” 

“If  you  want  to  know  if  I’m 
Continued  on  Page  7 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 

SAVANNAH,  GA  —  A  board 
of  officers  at  Fort  Stuart  will 
decide  on  Oct.  6  whether  an  open 
lesbian  will  be  discharged  from 
the  Army.  Private  2nd  Class  Carol 
Nichols,  who  came  out  last  spring 
with  the  intent  ion  of  challenging 
the  Army’s  policy  regarding 
homosexuals,  now  faces  an  “ad¬ 
ministrative  separation”  from  the 
military  based  on  a  misconduct 
charge:  “homosexual  acts.” 

Nichols  will  not  have  a  hearing, 
since  there  is  no  need  to  determine 
whether  she  is  a  lesbian.  The  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  bord  of  officers  will 
automatically  be  recommended  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  Fort 
Stuart.  Nichols’s  attorney,  Peter 
Emmons,  expects  the  board  will 
recommend  a  discharge. 

Last  month,  Emmons  asked  the 
U.S.  District  Court  in  Savannah 
to  impose  a  temporary  restraining 
order  on  the  Army,  which  had  be¬ 
gun  discharge  proceedings  against 
Nichols.  Emmons  stipulated  that 
a  soldier’s  homosexuality  doesn’t 
interfere  with  the  performance  of 
her/his  job  in  the  Army  and  that, 
therefore,  the  Department  of 
Defense  rules  regarding  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  unconstitutional. 

The  court,  however,  declined  to 


rule  on  the  merits  of  the  case  until 
after  the  Army  has  made  its  de¬ 
cision. 

“[This  decision]  hurts  us  be¬ 
cause  it  will  take  time  to  go 
through  administrative  proceed¬ 
ings,”  said  Emmons,  “and  that’s 
time  that  Carol  Nichols  won’t  be 
paid  for  because  she  will  probably 
be  discharged  and  nave  to  go 
through  a  drawn-out  process  of 
appeal.” 

Emmons  told  GCN  that  other 
women  at  Fort  Stuart  have  re¬ 
cently  been  charged  with  homo¬ 
sexuality.  He  said  that,  apparent¬ 
ly,  one  of  these  women  had  a  list 
of  all  lesbians  at  all  of  the  bases  to 
which  she’d  been  assigned.  Em¬ 
mons  thinks  that  Army  officials 
somehow  got  hold  of  the  list  at 
Fort  Stuart. 

Recently,  Emmons  said,  two 
women  at  Fort  Stuart  were  faced 
with  dismissal  for  homosexuality. 
The  two  volunteered  to  leave  the 
Army  and  received  “general  dis¬ 
charges,  which  the  army  has  re¬ 
cently  offered  to  upgrade  to 
“honorable.” 

If  Nichols  is  discharged,  Em¬ 
mons  plans  to  return  to  district 
court  to  demand  that  the  Army 
“find  a  relationship  between 
private  sexual  acts  and  the  ability 
to  be  a  soldier.” 


Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics 
‘Unfair,’  Says  Council 


Compiled  by  John  Kyper 

DES  MOINES,  IA  —  The  Na¬ 
tional  News  Council,  meeting  in 
this  city  during  the  week  of  Sept. 
15,  has  decided  that  CBS  was 
“unfair”  in  part  of  the  television 
documentary  portrayal  of  San 
Francisco,  “Gay  Power,  Gay 
Politics,”  which  aired  in  April 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  41). 

The  action  was  the  result  of  a 
20-page  complaint  written  by  San 
Francisco  gay  journalist  Randy 
Alfred.  , 

Narrated  by  Harry  Reasoner, 


Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics  pur¬ 
ported  to  tell  the  story  of  “how 
the  gays  in  San  Francisco  are 
using  the  political  process  to 
further  their  own  special  interests 
—  just  like  every  new  minority 
group  before  them.” 

But  the  show  drew  fire  from 
many  lesbians  and  gay  males  who 
felt  that  it  unfairly  implied  that 
gay  activists  were  pressuring 
political  leaders  for  license  for 
public  sex,  sadomasochism,  and 
recruitment  of  children  in  public 
schools. 


Army  Booting  F our  More 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 

ATLANTA,  GA  —  Four  wom¬ 
en  soldiers  at  Fort  McPherson 
were  discharged  from  the  army 
last  week  for  alleged  “homosexual 
tendencies  and  acts.”  Charges  are 
pending  against  an  officer  and  a 
fifth  enlisted  woman.  The  names 
of  the  women,  who  were  military 
police  before  the  investigation 
began  last  spring,  are  not  being 
released  at  their  request. 

According  to  Liz  Throop,  co¬ 
coordinator  of  the  First  Tuesday 
Association  (a  lesbian  and  gay 
political  group),  the  discharges  are 
honorable  but  mention  homosexu¬ 
ality  as  the  reason  for  discharge. 
Throop  told  GCN  that  the  military 
attorney  for  the  four  women,  a 
Captain  Stevens,  had  earlier 
guaranteed  that  they  would  receive 
honorable  discharges  with  no 
mention  of  homosexuality  if  they 
agreed  not  to  demand  a  hearing  on 
the  charges.  The  women,  out  of 
concern  for  their  future  ability  to 
get  a  job,  accepted  Stevens’  offer. 

Throop  alleges  that  military  per¬ 


sonnel  “rushed  the  four  women 
through  discharge  procedures” 
while  Capt.  Stevens  was  out  of 
town  on  Sept.  23  and  24. 

Stevens  told  GCN  that  he  could 
not  comment  on  the  case  “accord¬ 
ing  to  trial  defense  service  operat¬ 
ing  procedure.” 

Gene  Gererro,  a  Georgia  Amer¬ 
ican  Civil  Liberties  Union  attorney 
who  is  familiar  with  the  case,  said 
that  the  four  women  are  going  to 
protest  the  inclusion  of  “homo¬ 
sexual”  on  their  discharge  papers. 
Gererro  said  that  they  can  either 
attempt  to  appeal  in  federal  court 
or  seek  a  correction  of  their 
records  within  the  military. 

Gererro  told  GCN  that  accusa¬ 
tions  against  the  women  consist  of 
a  report  that  they  were  seen  at  a 
gay  bar,  “in  other  words,  off  base. 

.  .  .  Two  were  seen  hugging.  That 
is  apparently  all  they  have  on 
them.” 

GCN  asked  Fort  McPherson 
spokesperson  Lulu  Croft  whether 
the  army’s  policy  toward  lesbians 
and  gay  men  has  evolved  so  that 


now  it  is  inclined  to  discharge 
them  honorably.  Croft  responded 
by  quoting  from  army  regulations, 
which  state  that  homosexuals  are 
eligible  for  honorable  or  general 
discharges,  depending  on  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  their  service  record.  Those 
enlistees  or  officers  “who  commit 
homosexual  acts  or  acts  of  sexual 
perversion”  are  discharged  dis¬ 
honorably,  she  said. 

According  to  official  army  fig¬ 
ures,  there  were  60,912  women 
and  697,940  men  in  the  army  at  the 
end  of  1979.  During  that  year,  104 
women  and  198  men  were  dis  ¬ 
charged  “for  reasons  of 
homosexuality,”  that  is,  .18%  of 
the  women  as  compared  to  .03% 
of  the  men. 

GCN  asked  Croft  why,  accord¬ 
ing  to  1979  figures,  female  soldiers 
are  six  times  as  likely  to  be  accused 
by  the  army  of  being  homosexual 
as  male  soldiers.  She  had  no  com¬ 
ment,  but  pointed  out  that  the 
army  lias  greatly  increased  the 
number  of  women  soldiers  in  the 
last  few  years. 


The  Council  disagreed  with 
Alfred’s  contention  that  CBS 
overstated  the  importance  of  an 
apology  made  by  Mayor  Dianne 
Feinstein  during  her  campaign  for 
remaks  made  to  a  women’s  maga¬ 
zine  about  her  concern  for  “com¬ 
munity  standards”  being  broken 
by  gay  behavior. 

According  to  the  Council 
report,  the  program  treated  that 
aspect  of  the  mayoral  campaign 
and  lesbian  and  gay  involvement 
in  it  fairly,  with  the  exception  of 
one  instance  of  clear  distortion. 

In  that  instance,  CBS  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  it  inserted  applause  in  a 
tape  of  Feinstein’s  apology  for  her 
earlier  remarks  where  there  had 
been  no  applause.  “CBS  News  has 
acknowledged  that  ...  it  violated 
the  network’s  own  standards  and 
has  offered  an  apology  for  that 
violation,”  the  council  report 
states. 

By  a  10-1  vote,  the  council 
found  “unfairness  in  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  sexual  issues.  By  con¬ 
centrating  on  certain  flamboyant 
examples  of  homosexual  behav¬ 
ior,  the  program  tended  to  rein¬ 
force  stereotypes.  The  program 
also  exaggerated  political  conces¬ 
sions  to  gays  and  made  those 
concessions  appear  as  threats  to 
public  morals  and  decency.” 

The  council  said  that  Alfred’s 
complaint  was  “warranted  as  it 
applies  to  the  treament  of  sado¬ 
masochism,  the  demystification 
project  [informing  school  children 
about  homosexuality],  the  Hal¬ 
loween  party  and  the  transition 
from  a  discussion  of  decadence  to 
the  Beaux  Arts  Ball.” 

However,  the  program’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  public  sex  in  Buena  Vista 
Park  was  exempted  from  the 
Continued  on  Page  6 


News  Notes _ 

quote  of  the  week 

“I  think  that  if  those  charged  had  been  made 
against  sailors  with  blond  hair  and  blue  eyes,  they 
would  never  have  gone  anywhere.  But  people  would 
believe  it  about  Wendi  [Williams]  and  Alicia  [Harris] 
because  blacks  are  supposed  to  be  stupid  and  over¬ 
sexed.” 

—Susan  McGreivy,  attorney  for  the  eight  women 
of  the  U.S.S.  Norton  Sound  who  were  charged  with 
“homosexual  activity,”  speaking  about  the  only  two 
women  who  were  “convicted”  of  those  charges  — 
both  black  women.  Quoted  in  Randy  Shilts’s  “The 
Ship  That  Dare  Not  Speak  Its  Name”  in  the  Village 
Voice,  Sept.  24-30,  1980. 


legionnaires  can  booze  it  up 

BOSTON  —  The  Metropolitan  District  Commis 
sion  (MDC)  here  voted  Sept.  25  to  allow  the  Marsh 
American  Legion  Post,  which  is  located  on  MDC  land 
in  Cambridge,  to  seek  a  permit  to  sell  liquor  to  its 
members.  Cambridge  attorney  John  Ward,  represent¬ 
ing  several  gay  men,  accused  the  post  last  month  of 
selling  alcoholic  beverages  in  violation  of  the  terms 
of  its  MDC  lease  with  the  result  that  legionnaires 
harass  gay  men  cruising  the  nearby  wooded  area  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  8). 

The  recent  MDC  decision  would  alter  the  terms 
of  the  lease  to  allow  the  post  to  sell  liquor  if  its 
application  to  the  city  of  Cambridge  for  a  private  club 
permit  is  approved. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  John  F.  Crem- 
ens,  attorney  for  the  post,  claimed  at  the  Sept.  25 
hearing  that  liquor  had  never  been  sold  on  the  prem¬ 
ises  but  that  members  had  kept  bottles  for  their  own 
use. 

Ward  told  GCN  that  state  regulations  prohibit 
any  such  alteration  of  the  terms  of  the  lease.  He  said 
the  action  is  one  more  example  of  preferential  treat¬ 
ment  by  the  MDC,  whose  police  have  repeatedly  en¬ 
forced  laws  selectively,  ignoring  straight  violators  of 
Isex  laws  while  pursuing  gay  people  who  violate  them. 

He  told  GCN,  “It’s  typical  of  their  callous 
disregard  for  even-handed  justice.” 

Ward  said  he  is  discussing  further  legal  action 
with  his  clients. 


rights  for  lansing 

LANSING,  Ml  —  Although  the  Lansing  City 
Council  empowered  their  human  relations  commis¬ 
sion  to  investigate  reports  of  police  entrapment  of 
gays,  they  received  instead  a  recommendation  from 
the  Lansing  Association  for  Human  Rights  that  the 
local  civil  rights  ordinance  be  expanded  to  cover 
sexual  orientation.  The  recommendation  was  part  of 
a  report  given  at  the  Aug.  4  City  Council  meeting.  At 
the  meeting,  local  Baptist  ministers  opposed  the 
report  by  reading  from  the  Bible.  The  proposal  is  now 
under  study  but  is  believed  by  be  opposed  by  the 
mayor. 

Several  Lansing  gay  and  civil  rights  groups, 
including  the  National  Organizaton  for  Women, 
National  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Col¬ 
ored  People,  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  and 
the  Latino  Commission  against  Police  Abuse  have 
requested  that  the  federal  HUD  director  monitor  civil 
rights  in  Lansing  due  to  Lansing’s  violation  of  grant 
assurances  on  a  grant  for  an  exhibition  hall. 
Response  from  HUD  is  expected  shortly. 


federal  sexual  harassment 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  An  estimated  9000 
women  —  about  one  percent  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment’s  female  work  force  —  have  been  raped  or  sex¬ 
ually  assaulted  on  the  jobby  co-workersor  their  boss¬ 
es,  according  to  the  results  of  a  confidential  survey. 

The  Washington  Post  reports  that  the  survey  of 
20,000  U.S.  workers,  made  by  the  Merit  Systems  Pro¬ 
tection  Board  for  Congress,  also  found  that  15  per¬ 
cent  of  the  men  who  answered  the  detailed  question¬ 
naire  form  reported  they  had  been  subject  to  some 
form  of  sexual  harassment  with  the  last  two  years. 
There  were  no  figures  available  to  indicate  whether 
the  male  experience  was  heterosexual  or  homosex¬ 
ual,  the  Post  reports.  But  the  women  reported  that 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  unwanted  sexual  at¬ 
tention  came  from  men. 

Forty-two  percent  of  the  women  responding  to 
the  MSPB  probe  said  they  had  experienced  some 
form  of  on-the-job  sexual  pressure  —  ranging  from 
off-color  jokes  and  sexually-oriented  remarks  to 
pinching,  fondling,  or  demands  for  sex  from  super¬ 
visors  or  co-workers. 

In  addition  to  sexual  assaults  and  rapes  reported 
by  women  responding,  the  survey  showed  that 
women  who  reported  “incidents”  on  the  job  said  they 
found  that  what  the  Post  called  “less  serious” 
actions,  such  as  pressure  for  dates,  displays  of  sex¬ 
ually  oriented  or  obscene  materials  and  the  like  were 
upsetting  to  the  targeted  individual. 

One  respondent  said  that  she  came  into  the  of¬ 
fice  one  day  and  found  a  large  centerfold  nude  from  a 
magazine  on  her  desk.  Her  face  had  been  pasted  into 
the  picture.  A  group  of  male  co-workers  stood  by  and 
watched  her  reaction  when  she  saw  the  picture. 


jonn  lobin 


Brad  Coleman  (center,  number  5)  was  the  winner  of  the  Jubilee  350  Charles  River  Race  sponsored  by  the 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  and  the  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee  (GRAC).  Coleman  finished  the  6.2-mile 
course  in  36  min.,  28  sec.  Runners-up  in  the  men’s  division  were  Bob  Kehner  (37:48)  and  Jonathan  Cheney 
(38:13).  Women  finishing  were  Marian  Moore  (50:29),  Sharon  Bonnell  (58:41)  and  Sandra  Lawrence  (60:37). 


court  rules  on  housewife  benefits 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  Seventy  million  dollars  in 
back  unemployment  benefits  may  be  awarded  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  housewives  who  were  denied  such  payments 
when  they  quit  jobs  to  take  care  of  their  children. 

The  California  Supreme  Court  has  agreed  to 
grant  a  hearing  to  a  woman  seeking  to  certify  more 
than  100,000  housewives  like  herself  as  members  of  a 
class  of  women  who  should  be  eligible  for  benefits 
not  paid  under  a  law  since  ruled  illegal. 

With  her  petition,  the  woman  is  challenging  an 
appeals  court  reversal  last  May  of  a  1979  ruling  that 
had  certified  as  a  plaintiff  class  all  women  denied 
jobless  benefits  between  August  23,  1968  and  June 
17,  1976,  the  date  the  controversial  law  was  found 
invalid. 


black  caucus  attacks  right 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Congressional  Black 
Caucus  has  appealed  to  blacks  to  oppose  the  evan¬ 
gelical  Christian  political  organizations.  At  the 
annual  conference  of  the  Caucus  recently,  the 
groups  were  called  a  threat  to  blacks’  progress 
because  they  intend  to  reduce  programs  of  benefit  to 
poor  and  minority  peoples. 

Rep.  Cardiss  Collins,  a  Democrat  from  Illinois, 
called  the  Christian  New  Right  “born-again  Chris¬ 
tians  who  are  all  eager  to  shake  their  Bibles  at  us  and 
beat  us  over  the  head  with  brotherly  love  . . .  The  dis¬ 
tortion  of  religious  which  the  ‘Moral  Majority’  perpet¬ 
uates  and  the  political  posture  which  they  maintain  is 
reminiscent  of  the  foundation  which  paved  the  way 
for  the  advent  of  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini  in  Iran.” 
Rep.  Parren  Mitchell  (D-MD)  called  for  an  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  links  between  wealthy  corporations  and 
right  wing  groups. 


black  lesbian  conference  postponed 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Committee  for  the  Visibility 
of  the  Other  Black  Woman  has  postponed  its  con¬ 
ference  originally  scheduled  for  October  10  through 
12  (See  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  9),  “Becoming  Visible  — 
Survival  for  Black  Lesbians”  will  be  held  on  January 
16,  17,  and  18,  1981,  at  I.S.  136  —  a  school  in  Harlem 
at  6  Edgecomb  Avenue,  at  the  intersection  of  Edge- 
comb  and  136th  Street. 

The  conference  is  open  to  all  women  —  women 
of  color  as  well  as  white  women,  straight  or  les¬ 
bian.  It  will  include  discussion  groups,  seminars,  and 
workshops  on  a  number  of  issues  plus  performances, 
art  exhibits,  and  commercial  exhibits  of  products 
oriented  towards  women’s  needs. 

If  you  are  interested  in  performing,  exhibiting, 
speaking  or  leading  a  workshop  at  the  conference, 
would  like  to  make  a  donation  to  defray  the  cost  of 
the  conference,  or  want  more  information,  write  to 
the  Committee  for  the  Visibility  of  the  Other  Black 
Woman,  c/o  Georgia  M.  Brooks,  P.O.  Box  M564,  Ho¬ 
boken,  NJ  07030,  or  call  Georgia  Brooks  at 
201-795-1794,  Luvenia  Pinson  at  212-982-6290,  or 
Jeanne  Gray  at  212-860-4936. 


another  campus  policy 

LOS  ANGELES  —  California  State  University 
and  college  personnel  are  now  protected  from  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  This 
decision  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  covers  approxi¬ 
mately  32,000  employees  on  19  campuses,  none  of 
whom  were  covered  by  the  1979  executive  order  by 
Governor  Jerry  Brown  prohibiting  discrimination  in 
most  state  employment. 


maybe  he  can’t  read? 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Ronald  Reagan  is  actually 
signing  a  bill  to  liberalize  abortion  in  a  piece  of  film 
being  used  in  one  of  his  commercials,  although  the 
announcer  describes  the  legislation  as  a  tax  cut  bill. 
A  former  legislator  who  is  also  in  the  ad  has  pointed 
out  the  discrepancy. 

Reagan  signed  the  abortion  bill  in  1967,  and  has 
since  said  he  regrets  signing  it.  Reagan’s  press 
secretary,  Lyn  Nofiger,  has  not  announced  any  deci¬ 
sion  about  the  future  use  of  the  commercial,  which 
has  been  running  nationally  since  Sept.  10. 


women  miners  win 

MINGO  COUNTY,  WV  —  The  U.S.  Steel  Corpora¬ 
tion  will  have  to  assign  25  percent  of  its  job  openings 
to  women  as  the  result  of  a  complaint  filed  by  three 
women  miners  in  1976.  According  to  the  Guardian, 
the  three  women  will  each  be  awarded  $20,000 
damages  as  the  result  of  their  being  denied  jobs  in  a 
West  Virginia  coal  mine.  The  settlement  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  require  that  U.S.  Steel  acknowledge  that  it  had 
violated  the  State  Human  Rights  Act  or  concede  that 
it  has  generally  discriminatory  hiring  policies. 


human  rights  campaign  fund 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  newly  created  national 
political  action  committee  (PAC),  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  has  been  established  to  contribute 
to  and  assist  “those  federal  candidates  committed  to 
equal  justice  and  civil  rights  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,”  according  to  its  founders. 

The  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  will  make 
contributions  to  the  campaigns  of  “pro-justice” 
candidates  for  federal  office.  According  to  a  press 
release  from  the  new  organization,  it  will  be  “an 
independent,  separate  organization,  although  it  will 
work  very  closely  with  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby 
(GRNL).” 

The  new  organization  will  also  work  against 
those  candidates  who  oppose  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
and  attempt  to  identify  what  it  calls  "open  seats  that 
could  mark  a  pick-up  for  pro-justice  forces.” 

The  establishment  of  the  new  PAC  is  an  attempt 
to  oppose  the  PACs  of  such  anti-gay,  New  Right  or¬ 
ganizations  as  Moral  Majority  and  Christian  Voice, 
who  have  been  working  to  elect  anti-justice  candi¬ 
dates. 

Contributions  and  monthly  pledges  may  be  sent 
to  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF),  P.O. 
Box  1396,  Washington,  DC  20013.  (Because  the  fund 
is  a  political  action  committee,  individuals  may  take 
an  income  tax  credit  for  contributions;  credits  of  50 
percent  of  the  amount  contributed,  up  to  $100  ($200 
on  joint  returns)  may  be  claimed. 
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HOMOSEXUAL!*  RELATED  DEATHS 

Homosexuality  is  a  sexual  perversion,  not  an  alternate  lifp  style.  It  must 
be  placed  In  the  same  group  of  perversions  which  relate  to  other  than 
normal  sexual  preference,  such  as  bestiality  (a  sexual  preference  for  ani¬ 
mals),  pedophilia  (a  sexual  preference  for  children),  gerontophilia  (a  sex¬ 
ual  preference  for  the  old),  or  necrophilia  (a  sexual  preference  for  the 
dead).  According  to  most  estimates  there  are  several  million  practicing 
homosexuals  in  the  United  States  today.  The  "gay  world"  is  a  subculture 
with  its  own  customs,  meeting  places,  vocabulary,  literature,  and  dan¬ 
gers.  The  homosexual  is  prone  to  a  sudden,  unexpected,  ahd  violent  death 


with  miich^reater^Irequencv^lharWhp^avera^prlti7rp  IJipjtan^pr^stem 

fromJheKeneralprormscuf<yoMtjeJhgmosexuaLfromJhe£ervcrsc_S£xual 

activjiY  that  is  tnc  common  pond,  and  from  the  inordinate  amount  of 

time  derated  to.  and  preoccupation  with,  the  perversign. 

Suicide  is  common  in  the  'eav  world."  Many  homosexuals  are  desper- 
ately  unhappy,  and  they  commit  suicide  for  a  number  of  reasons.  The 
homosexual  may  be  consumed  by  feelings  of  guilt  about  his  way  of  life. 
He  may  be  threatened  with  exposure,  blackmail,  or  disgrace  before  family 
or  friends.  He  may  commit -suicide  because  of  unrequited  love  or  a 
blighted  romance,  £**>**j  /•’/-»  rnii  1 

In  the  investigation  of  the  suicide  of  an  adult  male  who  has  no  history 
'of  a  serious  medical  illness,  who  has  not  suffered  a  financial  catastrophy, 
or  who  has  not  recently  lost  his  wife  or  girlfriend,  the  possibility  of  a 
homosexually  related  death,  should  he  seriously  considered.  The  general 


New  Medical  Text 
Called  Anti-Gay 


Canadian  Students  Bum 
Pro-Gay  Campus  Handbooks 


Compiled  by  David  Morris 

PHILADELPHIA  —  A  refer¬ 
ence  book  on  forensic  medicine 
newly  published  here  and  intended 
for  use  in  training  medical  person¬ 
nel  and  police  states,  “Homosex¬ 
uality  is  a  sexual  perversion,  not 
an  alternate  lifestyle.” 

A  section  of  Modem  Legal 
Medicine,  Psychiatry,  and  Foren¬ 
sic  Science,  published  this  year  by 
F.  A.  Davis  Company  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  also  claims,  “To  be  35  in  the 
‘gay  world’  is  to  be  an  ‘old  auntie’ 
and  many  male  homosexuals  are 
always  on  the  lookout  for  young 
proselytes.  .  .  .  When  an  inexpe¬ 
rienced  youth  is  wined  and  dined, 
flattered  and  fawned  over,  and 
finally  seduced,  the  sex  act  may 
itself  seem  insignificant,  and  the 
act  maybe  repeated  until  it  is 
finally  learned  and  conditioned. 
Once  the  aberration  is  fixed,  cure 
is  virtually  impossible.  Herein  lies 
the  pernicious  and  incidious  [sic] 
evil  of  homosexuality.” 

Dr.  Joseph  C.'Rupp,  author  of 
the  chapter  in  question,  is  the 
chief  medical  examiner  for  Nueces 
County  (Corpus  Christi),  Texas, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 


Compiled  by  Michael  Glover 

NEW  YORK  —  Tests  of  a  new 
vaccine  for  Hepatitis  B,  which  is 
widespread  in  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity,  show  almost  complete 
protection  against  the  disease, 
according  to  a  study  just  released 
by  the  New  York  Blood  Center  in 
cooperation  with  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Project. 

The  New  York  study  is  one  of 
four  trials  of  the  vaccine  currently 
in  progress.  The  manufacturer  of 
the  vaccine,  Merck,  Sharpe  and 
Dohme,  plans  to  submit  results 
from  these  studies  to  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  by 
mid- 1981. 

If  approved  by  the  FDA,  Merck 
could  begin  marketing  the  vaccine 
as  early  as  the  first  half  of  1982. 

In  the  New  York  study,  96%  of 
the  volunteers  receiving  the  vac¬ 
cine  developed  antibodies  against 
Hepatitis  B.  Antibodies  are  the 
mechanism  the  body  uses  to  fight 
specific  antigens,  such  as  the  virus 
which  causes  Hepatitis  B. 

No  case  of  Hepatitis  B  occurred 
among  volunteers  who  had  devel¬ 
oped  protective  antibodies  after 
receiving  the  full  series  of  three 
shots  of  the  vaccine,  the  New 
York  Times  reported. 

The  1083  gay  men  who  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  New  York  study 
were  chosen  because  gay  men  have 
a  much  higher  risk  of  developing 
Hepatitis  B  than  the  general 
population.  About  5-7%  of  all 


directors  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Medical  Examiners.  He 
told  GCN,  “[Homosexuality]  is  a 
perverted  sex  object,  just  like  the 
person  who’s  interested  in  animals 
or  in  young  people  or  in  dead 
people.  It’s  a  perversion  of  the 
sexual  object.  .  .  .  That’s  a 
scientific  judgment.” 

“Garbage.  Nonsense,”  com¬ 
mented  Dr.  Richard  C.  Pillard, 
associate  professor  of  psychiatry 
at  the  Boston  University  School  of 
Medicine  and  co-director  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  in  Boston.  “Even  a 
medical  examiner  should  know 
better,”  he  told  GCN. 

When  asked  about  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Psychiatric  Association  decis¬ 
ion  to  remove  homosexuality 
from  its  list  of  illnesses,  Rupp  told 
GCN,  “They  have  rued  the  day 
they  made  that  [decision].  It  was  a 
rigged  election.  If  you  talk  to  the 
psychiatrists,  that  was  something 
that  was  just  ramrodded  through. 
It  was  a  political  thing.” 

Rupp  continued,  “The  problem 
is  with  this  business  about  trying 
to  convince  everyone  it’s  an  alter- 
Continued  on  Page  7 


gay  men  carry  the  disease,  but 
show  no  symptoms.  These  carriers 
can  easily  infect  others. 

Once  known  as  the  junkie’s  dis¬ 
ease,  Hepatitis  B  was  thought  to 
be  transmitted  only  by  dirty  nee¬ 
dles.  Researchers  now  believe  the 
disease  can  also  be  spread  by  con¬ 
tact  with  any  of  the  body’s  fluids: 
breast  milk,  semen,  saliva,  and 
even  tears. 

The  virus  can  also  be  spread  by 
sharing  a  cigarette  or  a  tooth¬ 
brush. 

“All  it  takes  is  contact  between 
a  body  fluid  containing  the  virus 
with  a  break  in  the  partner’s 
skin,”  Molaghan  told  GCN. 

Although  Hepatitis  B  is  a  major 
health  problem  among  gay  men, 
incidence  is  rare  among  lesbians, 
reports  Sally  Dean,  Executive 
Director  of  Fenway.  “We  see 
almost  none  in  women.  Where  it 
usually  occurs  among  women  is 
among  drug  users.” 

Another  study  of  the  vaccine 
begun  early  in  1980,  is  also  using 
gay  men  as  its  test  population. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Center 
for  Disease  Control’s  Hepatitis 
Research  Lab  in  Phoenix,  Ari¬ 
zona,  the  study  is  similar  in  design 
to  the  New  York  trials,  but  with 
volunteers  receiving  half  the 
dosage  of  the  same  vaccine. 

These  tests  are  taking  place  at 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
Service  Center  in  Los  Angeles,  the 
Continued  on  Page  7 


Compiled  by  Joanne  Brown 
LENNOXVILLE,  Quebec, 
Canada  —  75  Bishop’s  University 
students  held  a  public  burning  of 
their  student  handbook  on  the 
night  of  Sept.  16.  The  students  of 
the  small  English  campus  here 
burned  100  copies  of  the 
handbook,  in  reaction  to  its  posi¬ 
tive  lesbian  and  gay  content. 

The  handbook,  a  guide  to  stu¬ 
dent  services,  devoted  one  chapter 
to  gay  men  and  women,  including 
articles  on  lesbian  and  gay  op¬ 
pression,  cartoons,  a  list  of  bars 
and  cruising  spots,  and  a  photo  of 
a  lesbian  and  gay  pride  march. 

The  handbook  was  edited  by 
Daron  Westman,  who  caused  a 
commotion  on  campus  a  year  ago 
when  he  tried  to  form  a  gay  stu¬ 
dents  group.  Westman  told  GCN 
that  he  was  invited  to  the  bonfire. 

“I  received  several  phone  calls, 
as  well  as  an  invitation  from  the 
head  of  the  Political  Science  Asso¬ 
ciation,  saying  it  would  be  inter¬ 
esting  if  I  was  there.  Of  course  I 
didn’t  go.  The  bookburning  had 
been  suggested  as  a  joke  at  first. 
But  it  caught  on.  By  noon  posters 
were  up  advertising  the  bonfire, 
and  all  the  students  were  talking 
about  it.  This  all  happened  the 
day  the  handbook  came  out.” 

Initially  one  of  the  three  pub¬ 
lishing  bodies  of  the  handbook 
tried  to  get  the  section  on  lesbians 
and  gay  males  censored.  All  three 
groups  had  been  absent  during  the 
summer  when  Westman  compiled 
the  handbook. 

According  to  Westman,  the 
publishers  decided  against  censor¬ 
ship  because  they  feared  negative 
publicity  from  outside  press  that 
had  already  picked  up  on  the 
controversy. 

Instead,  they  issued  the  hand¬ 
book  with  a  disclaimer:  “The 
publishers  .  .  .  apologize  for  the 
inclusion  of  any  statements,  arti¬ 
cles,  and  illustrations  in  this  book 
which  might  be  considered  in  poor 
taste. . . 

Sondra  Corry,  a  feminist  acti¬ 
vist  and  former  Bishop’s  student 
who  is  working  with  campus 
women  to  organize  around  femin¬ 
ist  issues,  told  GCN: 

“In  my  opinion,  the  disclaimer 
incited  the  bookburning.  When 
you  have  an  administration  that 
condones  homophobic  attitudes, 
the  students  can  be  confident  that 
such  an  extreme  action  will  be  met 
with  the  silence  it  has.  When  an 
administration  is  so  quick  to  issue 
a  disclaimer  for  gay  content  but 
remains  silent  about  a  vigilante 
action  on  its  campus  —  you  know 
what  stand  it  is  taking.” 

“I  don’t  see  the  book-burning 
as  an  organized  reaction,”  said 
Westman.  “That’s  what  frightens 
me  —  to  see  a  homophobic  action 
draw  so  many  people  so  spontane¬ 
ously.  A  lot  of  people  who’d  never 
think  of  burning  books  could  be 
easily  swept  along  to  roast  marsh¬ 
mallows.” 

Nigel  Spencer,  a  professor  at 
Champlain  College  (on  the  same 
campus),  wrote  a  letter  to  The 
Campus,  Bishop’s  newspaper, 
comparing  participants  of  the 
bookbuming  to  fascists.  He  said 
of  the  handbook,  “It’s  pretty 
tame  stuff.  People  elsewhere  were 
going  beyond  it  15  years  ago.” 

The  bookburning  seems  to  have 
aroused  little  reaction  beyond  an 
initial  shock,  according  to  West- 
man.  The  Campus  has  denounced 
the  action,  and  a  professor  in  the 
German  department  responded  by 
holding  a  lecture  on  the  treatment 
of  lesbians  and  gay  males  in  Nazi 
Germany.  Otherwise  there  is 
silence  on  the  issue  in  the  area, 
in  spite  of  the  nationwide  coverage 
it  has  received. 

The  president  of  the  university 
was  unavailable  for  comment 


when  GCN  tried  to  contact  him. 

A  year  ago,  Westman  tried  to 
form  a  lesbian  and  gay  group  on 
campus.  “I  got  hate  letters  and 
obscene  phone  calls  as  a  result.  A 
group  calling  itself  ‘Disciples  of 
Anita  Bryant’  wrote  in  to  The 
Campus  denouncing  gays.  Since 
the  handbook,  the  ‘Disciples’ 
have  sent  me  a  new  death  threat.” 

Westman  says  he  has  become 
the  target  for  anti-gay  hostility 
that  exists  in  the  area. 

Westman  says  he  was  also  re¬ 
moved  from  a  tutorial  position  he 
held  at  the  university  when  he  be¬ 
came  publicly  gay. 

Corry  commented  on  the  social 


By  Denise  Sudell 

BOSTON  —  Members  of  The 
Saints  collective,  which  for  eight 
years  worked  to  make  the  Saints 
bar  a  women’s  space,  are  organ¬ 
izing  and  raising  funds  to  open 
another  bar  after  the  owner  of  the 
Saints  chose  to  change  the  bar’s 
policy. 

According  to  members  of  the' 
collective,  the  policy  was 
scheduled  to  change  Nov.  1,  but 
the  date  was  moved  abruptly  up  to 
Sunday,  Sept.  28,  when  the  col¬ 
lective  members  had  a  disagree¬ 
ment  with  Anthony  Filippone,  the 
bar’s  owner. 

“The  main  force  and  center  of 
the  space  was  for  women  [while 
the  collective  worked  there],” 
collective  member  Sandy  Monroe 
told  GCN.  “We  were  not  a 
women’s  bar;  we  did  not  discrim¬ 
inate  against  men,  but  the  essence 
of  the  space  was  for  women.  We 
got  a  lot  of  support  from  the  gay 
male  community.” 

On  weekday  afternoons,  collec¬ 
tive  members  did  not  work  at  the 
bar;  workers  from  nearby  con¬ 
struction  sites  ate  and  drank  there, 
served  by  other  bar  personnel 
hired  by  Filippone.  The  bar  was 
closed  between  7  and  8  p.m.  to 
allow  collective  members  to 
prepare  for  the  evening,  and  the 
daytime  clientele  was  cleared  out. 

Monroe  told  GCN  that  Filip¬ 
pone  made  the  decision  to  stop 
closing  the  bar  at  seven  because  he 
felt  that  the  construction  workers 
who  frequented  the  bar  during  the 
day  “spent  a  lot  of  money  and 
didn’t  want  to  leave  at  7  .  .  .  Tony 
said  the  construction  workers 
wanted  the  space  changed.  He 
said  he  still  wanted  women  to 
come,  as  long  as  they  were  willing 
to  put  up  with  the  construction 
workers.” 

According  to  Monroe,  members 
of  the  collective  decided  that  they 
could  no  longer  work  with  the  bar 
after  the  policy  change  “because 
if  we  stayed,  women  would  have 
had  certain  expectations  of  the 
space  that  wouldn’t  be  true.” 

The  policy  change  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  go  into  effect  Nov.  1, 
Monroe  said,  but  when  collective 
members  arrived  to  go  to  work  at 
seven  on  Sunday,  Sept.  28,  Filip¬ 
pone  was  holding  a  party  for  his 
friends  at  the  bar  and  did  not  want 
to  leave.  When  collective  members 
questioned  him  about  when  they 
would  be  able  to  begin  work, 
Monroe  said,  he  at  first  would  not 
respond,  then  “starting  yelling.” 
An  argument  ensued;  it  culmin¬ 
ated  with  Filippone  telling 
collective  members  to  “get  the 
fuck  out,”  Monroe  said. 

They  left  after  making  up  the 
payroll.  “We  haven’t  talked  to 
him  since,”  Monroe  said. 

GCN  could  not  reach  Filippone 
for  comment  by  press  time. 


context  of  the  bookburning. 
“Until  now,  the  conservatives  at 
Bishops  appeared  more  sophisti¬ 
cated.  Until  the  issues  of  gay 
people,  feminism  and  socialism 
were  forced  onto  the  community 
within  the  past  year,  the  redneck 
attitudes  on  campus  were  more 
latent.  While  there  se^ms  to  be  a 
growing  consciousness  of 
women’s  issues  in  the  area,  the 
attitude  towards  homosexuals  is 
very  reactionary.  In  a  sense, 
Bishop’s  is  an  extreme  caricature 
of  a  right-wing  fever  that  is  grow¬ 
ing  all  over  the  country.” 

Continued  on  Page  11 


The  bar  remains  open;  accord¬ 
ing  to  Monroe,  day  staffers  have 
been  remaining  to  work  at  the  bar 
at  night  since  Sept.  28.  Collective 
members  have  stationed  them¬ 
selves  outside  the  doors  of  the  bar 
to  explain  the  situation  to  women 
who  may  be  unaware  of  the  policy 
change. 

Meanwhile,  collective  members 
plan  to  reopen  in  another  location, 
and  are  raising  funds  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  Monroe  told  GCN  that  they 
hope  to  buy  a  building.  “Ideally,  it 
would  be  a  multi-functional  space, 
with  a  place  for  a  women’s  club,  a 
restaurant,  a  coffeehouse,  con¬ 
ference  space,  concert  space.” 

A  fundraising  committee  has 
been  formed,  and  is  planning 
benefits  both  in  Boston  and  in 
other  cities.  “We  know  that  there 
are  women  in  other  cities  who  sup¬ 
port  us  and  who  come  here  when 
they’re  in  the  city,”  Monroe  said. 
Benefits  are  being  planned  in  San 
Francisco;  Portland,  Ore.;  St. 
Louis;  Philadelphia;  Washington, 
DC;  and  Pittsburgh;  “and  this  is 
just  the  beginning,”  Monroe  said. 
“We  want  to  have  benefits  in  as 
many  places  as  there  are  lesbians.  ’  ’ 

Donations  toward  the  opening 
of  the  bar  will  be  placed  in  an 
escrow  account;  women  who  do¬ 
nate  $10  or  more,  and  who  include 
their  names  and  addresses,  will  be 
reimbursed  “if  for  any  reason  the 
bar  doesn’t  open,”  Monroe  said. 

Byrna  Aronson,  a  member  of 
the  fundraising  committee,  told 
GCN  that  the  committee  plans  to 
make  tax  exemptions  available  to 
women  who  wish  to  donate  large 
sums  to  the  fund. 

Donations  for  the  living  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  collective  members 
are  also  being  accepted  and  placed 
in  a  separate  bank  account.  “We 
have  no  other  jobs,”  Monroe  said, 
“and  we’re  working  full  time  to 
get  this  bar  put  together.  Plus 
we’re  here  [outside  the  Saints] 
every  night  to  let  women  know 
what’s  going  on.” 

Collective  members  would  also 
welcome  any  other  type  of  assis¬ 
tance  or  information  supporters 
could  offer.  Especially  needed: 
help  from  realty  agents,  women 
with  fundraising  skills  or  contacts 
for  holding  benefits,  carpenters, 
plumbers,  electricians,  or  any 
other  skills. 

Donations  and  inquiries  should 
be  sent  to  The  Collective,  P.O. 
Box  39,  West  Somerville,  MA 
02144.  Checks  should  be  made  out 
to  The  Collective,  and  donors 
should  indicate  whether  the  dona¬ 
tion  is  intended  for  the  bar  or  for 
the  collective’s  living  expenses. 
Monroe  is  hopeful  for  the  future. 
“Things  are  better  already,  believe 
it  or  not. 

“One  era  has  ended,  and 
another  has  begun.” 


Hepatitis  B  Vaccine 
Works,  Study  Finds 


Saints  No  Longer 
‘Women’s  Space’ 
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the  lesser 
of  two  evils 

Dear  Sisters: 

This  letter  is  written  with  the  greatest  reluc¬ 
tance  and  after  long  pondering  of  the  alternatives 
by  each  of  us.  We  want  to  share  with  you  our  de¬ 
cision  to  vote  for  Jimmy  Carter. 

For  women,  patriarchal  government  has  al¬ 
ways  meant  choosing  the  lesser  of  two  evils;  this 
phrase  is  not  a  cliche  for  us.  The  reality  we  face  in 
this  election  is  just  that  —  a  two-party  system  of¬ 
fering  two  of  the  worst  candidates  in  U.S.  his¬ 
tory.  We  cannot  forgive  Carter’s  firing  of  Bella 
Abzug,  his  welfare  cuts,  his  warming  up  of  the 
war  machine  through  draft  registration,  or  any 
of  the  other  horrors  of  his  first  term.  But  when 
we  think  of  Ronald  Reagan,  we  fear  an  America 
gone  berserk.  His  election  would  give  “right-to- 
life”  and  other  sexist,  racist,  repressive  factions 
the  green  light. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  campaign,  each  of  us 
had  debated  in  her  own  mind  whether  to  support 
a  third-party  candidate  or  not  to  vote  in  the  presi¬ 
dential  race  at  all.  Now  we  are  convinced  that 
either  of  these  decisions  would  constitute  a  vote 
for  Reagan. 

The  phrase  “to  live  to  fight  another  day” 
comes  to  mind.  The  feminist  and  liberal  elements 
that  passed  the  Democratic  platform,  with  its  un¬ 
equivocal  pro-ERA  stance,  are  alive  and  well  in 
that  party.  The  notion  that  the  country  as  a 
whole  has  “gone  conservative”  may  well  be  a  Big 
Lie  promulgated  by  media  dependent  on  Big  Bus¬ 
iness  advertising.  But  we  do  know  the  right  has 
the  power  of  money,  if  not  of  votes.  To  throw  the 
right  our  votes  too  by  supporting,  for  whatever 
reason,  any  other  candidate  than  Carter  would 
be  to  place  additional  obstacles  in  the  way  of  our 
continuing  struggles.  As  feminists  we  have  many 
ways  to  register  protest  outside  the  election 
booth. 

It  is  always  possible  that  between  now  and  elec¬ 
tion  day  Jimmy  Carter  will  commit  some  atrocity 
that  will  cancel  out  the  differential  altogether. 
But,  short  of  catastrophe,  we  urge  you,  recogniz¬ 
ing  the  nature  of  the  system,  to  go  with  Carter. 
In  struggle, 

Karen  Lindsey 
Somerville,  MA 
Leah  Fritz 
New  York,  NY 
Anita  Hoffman 
Los  Angeles,  CA 

carnival  ’80 
vs  the  red  sox 

Dear  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  Gail  Schol’s  recent  letter 
regarding  the  scheduling  of  Carnival  ’80  on  Yom 
Kippur. 

As  the  sponsor  of  the  carnival,  the  Boston 
Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  was  aware  of 
the  conflict  with  a  major  Jewish  holiday.  Re¬ 
gretfully,  the  conflict  was  unavoidable.  Due  to 
the  proximity  to  Fenway  Park,  the  carnival  was 
planned  for  the  only  weekend  in  September  that 
the  Red  Sox  were  not  in  town.  At  past  carnivals 
the  crowds  leaving  the  ball  game  have  been  a 
problem. 

It  is  sad  that  our  plans  had  to  be  affected  by  a 
baseball  schedule.  But  when  there  is  a  threat  of 
harassment  or  violence,  the  safety  of  our  com¬ 
munity  must  take  priority. 

For  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth, 

Sincerely, 

Ben  Klein 

wonderfully 

delighted 

Dear  Editor: 

I  was  wonderfully  delighted  to  read  Jan 
Parlin’s  article  (GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  10)  in  the  papier 
this  week.  My  joy  stems  from  several  places,  the 
first  one  being  that  I  knew  Jan  in  Boston  mostly 
working  together  with  BU  Gays,  GCN  and  the 
very  early  stages  of  bringing  together  a  Jewish 
community.  Perhaps  my  fondest  and  most  re¬ 
warding  experience  with  Jan  was  the  energy  she 
gave  to  a  “Closet  Space”  program  we  did  on 
lesbians  who  also  were  straight  prostitutes.  1  still 
talk  about  that  show  and  share  the  insight  1  got 
as  a  result. 

I’d  also  like  to  applaud  her  courage.  A  “nice 
Jewish  girl  from  Long  Island”  does  not  become 
a  prostitute  for  the  well  thought  out  reasons  that 
Jan  did.  It  was  not  a  popular  concept  four  years 
ago.  That  was  reflected  by  Jan’s  calling  me  from 
Mass  General  one  early  morning  to  tell  me  that 
her  “complications”  left  her  alone  and  only  able 
to  call  me,  an  acquaintance. 

Thank  you,  GCN  for  printing  the  article,  and 
thank  you,  Jan,  for  bringing  that  bright  spot  into 
my  day.  You  can  bet  your  booties  that  1  would 
love  to  babysit. 

With  much  love, 

Ellen  Brook  Davis 
San  Francisco,  CA 


carol  ruth  silver 

Dear  GCN, 

The  inaccuracies  in  John  Kyper’s  news  report¬ 
ing  are  amazing.  (GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  7)  In  his 
“news  analysis”  on  S.  F.  district  elections  he 
states: 

Two  candidates  whose  victories  in  the  initial 

free-for-all  would  bode  ill  for  the  future  of 

district  elections  were  Carol  Ruth  Silver  and 

Dan  White. 

To  mention  Silver  and  White  together  betrays 
Mr.  Kyper’s  deep  lack  of  understanding  of  both 
S.  F.  politics  and  of  politics  in  general.  Dan 
White  is  one  of  the  most  conservative  people  ever 
elected  in  San  Francisco.  An  ex-cop,  ex-fireman, 
ex-Vietnam  paratrooper  (and  proud  of  itl),  he 
embodies  much  of  what  progressive  forces  and 
the  gay/feminist  movements  oppose.  He 
murdered  Harvey  Milk.  Carol  Ruth  Silver,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  a  strong  and  dedicated 
progressive  and  feminist.  She  was  arrested  in  the 
1960s  as  a  freedom  rider  in  the  south.  She  was  an 
early  supporter  of  gay  rights  and  she,  in  1980, 
still  dares  to  speak  out  for  causes  not  popular. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  “Iranian  Hostage 
Crisis”  she  spoke  out  for  the  rights  of  Iranians  in 
the  U.S.  She  has  recently  spoken  about  the  rights 
of  the  elderly  in  nursing  homes  to  have  sex  and 
the  discrimination  fat  people  (yes,  fat  people!) 
face.  Issues  few  elected  officials  address. 

Supervisor  Silver  is  an  attorney  who  takes 
many  women’s  cases  and  is  herself  a  never-been- 
married  parent  of  two  boys  (one  is  adopted  and 
third  world).  Needless  to  say  the  Republican- 
owned  major  daily  newspapers  in  S.  F.  are 
seldom  kind  and  often  cruel  to  her. 

When  she  was  elected  she  was  the  only  non- 
incumbent  who  nearly  won  an  outright  majority 
and  had  almost  twice  as  many  votes  as  the  second 
place  candidate  (who  had  made  a  number  of 
anti-gay  remarks).  She  was  a  close  friend  of 
Harvey  Milk  (who  was  elected  on  the  same  day) 
and  worked  so  closely  with  him  he  used  to  call 
the  S.  F.  Board  of  Supervisors  the  “Harvey  and 
Carol  Show.”  When  he  was  killed  she  arranged  a 
memorial  service  in  the  S.  F.  Opera  House  which 
became  a  huge  political  rally.  The  gay 
community  needed  that  at  the  time  and  Harvey 
Milk  would  have  wanted  it. 

Mr.  Kyper’s  article  claims  that  Supervisor 
Silver  is  “aloof”  from  her  constituents.  When  I 
called  him  to  complain  he  claimed  he  spoke  with 
“some  people”  in  her  district  who  felt  that  way. 
One  can  always  find  “some  people”  who  feel 
any  which  way.  The  facts  reveal  that  Supervisor 
Silver  is  very  aware  of  the  high  Latino 
population  in  her  district  and  has  always  had  a 
Latino  or  Latina  as  an  administrative  aide.  She  is 
also  one  of  the  few  supervisors  with  a  district 
office  outside  city  hall. 

At  present,  I  would  say  Carol  Ruth  Silver  is 
not  the  most  “leftist”  member  of  the  Board.  Of 
the  eleven  member  Board  I  would,  personally, 
say  she  is  third.  Others  will  undoubtedly  disagree 
as  to  how  to  classify  her  with  the  other 
progressive  supervisors.  But  to  class  her  with 
Dan  White  or  any  other  right-wing  forces  is 
misleading,  inaccurate  and  insulting.  Mr.  Kyper 
owes  GCN's  readers  a  retraction  and  Ms.  Silver 
an  apology. 

Leland  Traiman 
Berkeley,  CA 

clarification 

Dear  Editor, 

An  article  in  Gay  Community  News  Sept.  27, 
1980,  mentions  Mikhail  Itkin  as  affiliated  with 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  We  should  like  to  clarify  this  item  by 
saying  that  Mr.  Itkin’s  ministry  is  not  associated 
in  any  way  with  ours.  The  Urania  Club,  a  gay 
science  fiction  club,  does  use  space  in  our 
building  for  its  meetings,  as  do  a  number  of 
other  organizations  in  the  San  Francisco  gay 
community.  One  of  the  joys  of  owning  our  own 
building  is  our  ability  to  provide  such  space  as  a 
part  of  our  ministry  to  the  community.  Use  of 
the  building  is  not  limited  to  MCC  functions  or 
members  and  such  use  does  not  imply  an  affilia¬ 
tion  with  MCC.  I  expect  that  Mr.  Itkin  would 
also  appreciate  the  clarification,  since  he 
conducts  his  own  ministry  here  in  the  city.  Thank 
you  for  the  opportunity  to  clarify  this  misstate¬ 
ment. 

Yours, 

The  Reverend  Michael  E.  England 
Minister  of  Christian  Education 
San  Francisco,  CA 


Reminder 

Bylines/ Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


blue  jean  fever 

Dear  Editor  and  Readers: 

The  understandable  concern  about  the  large 
number  of  Cuban  refugees  seeking  to  enter  the 
United  States  who  have  been  incarcerated,  in 
particular  those  who  have  been  labelled  homo¬ 
sexual  or  criminal,  has  led  to  many  articles  in  the 
media  including  this  publication.  Many  of  these 
articles  have  not  presented  what  I  believe  to  be  an 
adequate  analysis  of  the  situation,  perhaps  be¬ 
cause  they  have  not  been  authored  by  persons 
knowledgable  about  Cuban  society.  I  visited 
Cuba  18  months  ago,  and  have  read  and  studied 
about  that  society  extensively;  the  following 
comments  are  offered  about  the  gay  refugees  in 
an  attempt  to  clear  up  some  misconceptions. 

Let  trie -begin  by  stating  my  strong  belief  that 
these  persons  should  be  admitted  to  residence  in 
the  United  States.  I  support  the  United  Nations 
resolutions  recognizing  the  freedom  to  travel  and 
to  emigrate  as  a  fundamental  human  liberty.  I 
also  recognize  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  very  selective  in  applying  this  and  other 
human  rights  policies  —  while  it  has  admitted 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  right-wing  Cubans  and 
Vietnamese,  it  has  opened  its  doors  to  only  a  tiny 
trickle  of  refugees  from  the  Pinochet  terror  in 
Chile. 

Why  were  so  many  Cubans  eager  to  leave  that 
country?  The  major  media  and  the  government 
are  quick  to  supply  propaganda  that  sees  this 
situation  as  an  indictment  of  communism.  Anti- 
Castroism  is  so  rabid  among  the  American  es¬ 
tablishment  that  it  even  outweights  homophobia. 
And  this  government  line  conveniently  overlooks 
the  millions  of  Mexicans,  scores  of  thousands  of 
Haitians,  etc.  who  are  just  as  eager  to  leave  non¬ 
communist  regimes.  Any  recent  visitor  to  Cuba 
will,  however,  see  this  phenomenon  as  a  manifes¬ 
tation  of  what  I  call  “blue-jean  fever;”  the  ob¬ 
sessive  desire  (especially  on  the  part  of  younger 
Cubans)  to  acquire  the  consumer  goodies  char¬ 
acteristic  of  this  country.  I  believe  that  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  any  lesser-developed  nation  would  jump 
at  the  chance  to  come  to  the  States;  if  Columbia 
could  be  floated  into  the  Carribean,  the  sea 
would  be  filled  with  boatlands  of  Colombianos. 
The  average  Cuban  that  one  talks  to  in  Havana 
can  hear  the  Miami  radio  stations,  still  believes 
that  the  streets  of  the  United  States  are  paved 
with  gold,  and  is  incredulous  when  told  that  mil¬ 
lions  of  Americans  exist  in  chronic  hunger,  poor 
health,  and  unemployment  (all  conditions  which 
have  been  eliminated  in  that  “underdeveloped” 
nation). 

Much  has  been  written  about  reports  of  “gay 
oppression  in  Cuba”  (although  relatively  little 
about  it  in  non-communist  Third  World  nations 
like  Saudi  Arabia,  Paraguay,  etc.).  The  legal 
system  was  changed  several  years  ago  so  that 
consensual  homosexual  acts  among  adults  is 
apparently  not  unlawful,  as  reported  in  GCN. 
Social  mores  do  not  encourage  it;  there  is  no 
open  gay  community.  Nevertheless,  the  situation 
is  not  very  different  from  that  which  exists  in 
many  American  states.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
situation  is  desirable,  however,  and  the  gen¬ 
eralized  laws  relating  to  protection  of  the  family 
unit,  etc.  are,  of  course,  capable  of  abuse. 
Cruising  does  go  on  fairly  openly  in  the  streets 
and  parks  of  Havana;  as  a  Latin  country,  every¬ 
body  on  the  streets  is  frequently  eyeing  every¬ 
body  else  anyway.  Sexual  encounters  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  any  riskier  than  in  many  American 
cities.  Of  course,  Havana  is  not  San  Francisco, 
not  even  Seattle.  And  or  course  the  risks  should 
be  eliminated  in  all  these  cities. 

I  think  that  the  situation  of  the  Cuban  refugees 
ought  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  American  gays 
to  re-examine  what  it  means  to  label  someone  as 
“homosexual”  rather  than  reserving  that  word 
to  describe  behavior  or  orientation.  One  or  two 
sparrows  may  not  make  a  spring,  and  I  question 
whether  one  or  two  experiences  make  a  “homo¬ 
sexual.”  Not  only  do  I  believe  that  this  is  a  valid 
general  inquiry,  but  it  is  especially  appropriate  in 
regard  to  persons  coming  from  a  culture  which  is 
officially  sexually  rigid  but  in  practice  fairly  tol¬ 
erant  of  youthful  escapades.  In  particular,  we 
should  remember  that  for  a  person  desiring  an 
exit  visa  from  Cuba,  claiming  to  be  homosexual 
appears  to  have  been  a  surefire  way  of  getting 
one. 

Furthermore,  while  not  wanting  to  impugn 
anyone’s  integrity,  I  do  feel  that  there  are  incen¬ 
tives  operating  on  the  imprisoned  Cubans  to 
color  and  bias  their  stories,  to  tell  Americans 
what  they  believe  Americans  *want  to  hear,  in 
order  to  obtain  more  sympathy  and  aid.  Some 
scepticism  on  our  parts  would  not  be  cruel  nor 
unwarranted.  These  refugees  should  be  assisted. 
They  are  caught  in  a  wasteland  between  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  propagandizing  and  their  own  dreams 
of  personal  advancement.  But  in  providing  as¬ 
sistance,  Americans  should  combine  a  realistic 
analysis  of  the  situation  with  their  humanitarian 
impulses. 

Sincerely, 

Phil  Bereano 
Seattle,  WA 
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Speaking  Out _ 

Gays  and  Christian  Seminaries 


By  Elizabeth  R.  Brown 

Having  lived  at  an  Episcopal  seminary  outside  a  tiny  village  duirng  my  high  school  and 
college  years,  I  had  some  thoughts  in  response  to  Margaret  Cruikshank’s  article  (GCN\ ol. 
8,  No.  7)  suggesting  that  choosing  life  in  a  monastery  (and  by  extension,  a  convent)  had  less 
.o  do  with  religious  than  with  “homoerotic”  feelings.  Since  the  Episcopal  church  did  not 
admit  women  to  the  priesthood,  the  seminary  did  not  accept  female  students,  and  almost 
ill  the  seminarians  became  priests  rather  than  monks,  this  article  is  necessarily  concerned 
argely  with  gay  male  seminarians. 

There  is  some  validity  in  the  assumption  that  there  are  often  intense  personal 
relationships  between  members  of  a  religious  community  that  transcend  sexual  experiences 
(like  the  “passionate  friendships”  of  the  Middle  Ages).  However,  many  of  the 
relationships  I  knew  about  proved  fragile  and  often  disastrous,  based  not  on  real  choice, 
but  in  an  extremely  limited  population  (say  5-10  men)  on  necessity  or  for  purely  physical 
reasons.  In  addition,  there  were  all  the  elements  of  fear,  repression  of  sexual  feelings  or 
activity,  and  sometimes  frustration  at  the  inability  to  consummate  a  caring  relationship,  or 
feeling  wicked  if  one  did.  In  a  monastery,  in  one  sense,  it  may  be  worse:  seminarians  at 
least  graduate.  On  the  other  hand, monks  make  a  commitment  to  celibacy  which  might 
enable  them  to  deal  with  their  feelings  more  easily.  However,  it  seems  to  me  that  “all  those 
young  bodies”  will  prove  frustrating  and  inaccessible  in  the  end.  The  priest  in  the  parish  is 
faced  either  with  continued  denial  and/or  repression,  or  of  being  homosexual  in  feeling, 
but  not  in  action.  That  doctrine,  by  the  way,  is  hardly  confined  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  nor  is  it  unique:  single  heterosexuals  are  not  supposed  to  act  on  their  instincts 
either.  They  are  given  the  choice  of  marrying  or  burning;  homosexuals  presumably  only  get 
to  burn!  Nevertheless,  one  friend  told  me  his  belief  in  unmarried  celibacy  helped  keep  him 
sane  in  those  days  and  delayed  the  issued  until  he  was  able  to  face  it. 

The  isolation  of  Leviticus  Hall  exaggerated  the  situation.  Few  students  had  cars;  the 
nearest  city  was  40  miles  away  and  extremely  conservative  besides,  even  for  the  sixties  and 
early  seventies.  But  people  in  the  local  villages  were  used  to  seeing  couples  or  groups  of 
men  out  for  beer  or  dinner  because  they  knew  females  were  not  available.  (Married 
students  had  been  admitted  to  the  seminary  about  10  years  before;  their  children  tended  to 
be  young.  Faculty  children  were  either  adults,  living  away  from  home  or  also  very  young.  I 
was  the  oldest,  and  only  female,  child  for  most  of  my  time  there.  There  was  also  little 
contact  with  outsiders.) 

The  community  often  seemed  to  know  or  at  least  guess  who  was  gay,  sometimes  by 
applying  stereotypes  successfully,  which  at  Leviticus  took  the  form  of  exagerrated  devotion 
to  rituals,  incense.  High  Mass,  and  the  like.  Occasionally  this  may  have  been  for  solace;  I 
also  know  of  people  who  found  comfort  in  confession,  penance,  absolution  and  repetition. 
Or,  roommates  took  note  of  a  suite-mate’s  constantly  unoccupied  or  creaky  bed  and 
overheard  sounds  or  voices.  Even  a  seminarian  would  be  reluctant  to  believe  someone 
spent  his  nights  on  his  knees  in  the  chapel,  the  only  other  place  to  be,  at  least  on 
weeknights.  Fellow  students’  preferences  were  often  judged  by  the  company  kept,  which 
made  for  some  ostracism,  gossip  and  general  bitchiness  among  other  students,  lest  anyone 
think  he  was  one  of  “them.” 

None  of  this  activity  was  out  in  the  open,  even  after  the  gay  rights  movement  began  to 
gather  momentum.  Perhaps  that  is  not  unusual  for  the  times.  What  was  peculiar,  as 
Cruikshank  mentions,  was  the  way  homosexuality  was  dealt  with.  Like  other 
denominations,  the  Episcopal  church  has  oppressed  gay  people,  and  Leviticus  Hall 
continued  that  tradition  by  teaching  the  ususal  church  doctrines  of  sin,  evil  and  damnation. 
However,  on  a  personal  level,  it  chose  to  ignore  homosexual  behavior  as  long  as  it  was  not 
in  the  open.  I  know  of  only  one  case  in  which  a  student  was  expelled:  in  1964  or  1965  a 
seminarian’s  lover  took  an  apartment  in  a  nearby  town.  While  I  don’t  know  all  the 
circumstances,  I  do  know  they  were  discovered  and  he  was  forced  to  leave.  Most  students 
were  reluctant  to  take  any  action:  the  more  enlightened  ones  believed  it  was  an  incurable 
psychiatric  condition  for  which  there  was  no  appropriate  treatment  yet;  less  enlighteneed 
ones  opted  for  a  belief  in  perversion  and  while  noisily  in  opposition  to  such  immorality, 
curiously,  did  nothing. 

The  faculty,  too,  maintained  a  deliberate  myopia.  They  chose  to  ignore  it,  deny  it,  or 
treat  it  as  an  unfortunate  weakness  and  illness,  holding  firmly  to  the  notion  that  no  nice 
person  would  be  homosexual,  particularly  one  who  believed  God  had  chosen  him  to  the 
priesthood.  They  often  seemed  far  more  concerned  about  future  indiscretions  in  parishes. 
The  faculty  may  have  worried  that  academic  action  might  entail  legal  action  which  they  did 
not  want  and  would  have  found  embarrassing  to  Leviticus’  reputatuion.  (It  was  already 
known  for  its  number  of  homosexual  students  and  was  referred  to  by  at  least  one  other 
seminary  as  “Queer  Hall.”)  They  may  have  believed  it  was  inevitable  in  a  community  of 
125  and  perhaps  choosing  to  ignore  the  situation  was  a  way  of  trying  to  handle  it.  Their 


only  other  choice  would  have  been  to  expel  students.  Reluctant  to  ruin  a  student;  lacking 
absolute  proof  and  therefore  leaving  themselves  open  to  accusations  of  slander  since  one’s 
bishop,  standing  committee  and  parish,  among  others,  would  have  to  know;  and  believing 
homosexual  feelings  —  as  opposed  to  actions  —  should  not  be  a  bar  to  ordination,  the 
faculty  looked  the  other  way.  In  so  doing,  of  course,  it  furthered  the  oppression  of  their 
parishioners  as  well  as  of  their  students  in  addition  to  preaching  hypocrisy.  1  sometimes 
wonder  if  the  double  standard  led  to  several  students  being  defrocked  after  graduation. 
Did  they  too  believe  that  discretion  was  all  that  was  required?  Or  was  it  coming  out  which 
led  to  their  dismissal.? 

Leviticus  Hall  was  not  the  only  place  where  a  double  standard  was  practiced.  At  the 
Roman  Catholic  women’s  college  I  went  to,  there  were  several  instances  of  nuns  becoming, 
or  attempting  to  become,  sexually  and  romantically  involved  with  other  nuns.  As  far  as  I 
know,  no  disciplinary  action  was  taken.  At  the  same  time,  allegations  of  lesbianism  was  a 
sure  way  of  destroying  somebody’s  life,  at  least  on  a  student  level.  Despite  one  nun’s 
cheerfully  telling  her  class,  “there  are  lesbians  in  the  convent,  and  I’m  sure  in  the  student 
body  too”  (collective  gasps  all  round),  in  truth  I  can’t  imagine  any  students  acting  on  any 
impulses  they  might  have  felt. 

The  church  was  beginning  to  deal  with  the  fact  that  nuns,  monks  and  clergy  had  sexual 
feelings  at  all,  much  less  homosexual  ones,  and  many  members  of  religious  communities 
were  also  struggling  with  this.  As  does  Cruikshank,  my  psychology  professor,  a  nun,  saw 
the  creative  and  artistic  output  common  to  many  religious  communities  as  an  example  of 
sexual  sublimation.  Having  something  to  do  with  it  too,  is  the  fact  that  a  convent  or 
monastery  relieves  one  of  the  need  to  make  a  living  and  provides  the  necessary  materials. 
But  I  also  think  the  creativity,  as  well  as  its  obverse  —  alcoholism,  depression,  breakdowns 
and  occasional  suicide  —  has  to  do  with  all  sexual  feelings,  not  just  homoerotic  ones, 
although  they  obviously  increase  any  guilt. 

My  contact  with  Leviticus  Hall  fortunately  ended  nearly  ten  years  ago.  1  would  like  to 
know  the  situation  there  of  gay  and  lesbian  students  (women  are  now  admitted).  I  wonder 
if  they  go  to  other  Episcopal  seminaries,  headed  in  some  cases  by  people  who  were  faculty 
at  the  Hall  when  I  lived  there.  Have  those  people  changed  their  minds?  Do  bishops  (again, 
often  graduates  or  former  faculty)  reject  them  out  of  hand?  About  the  gay  people  I  knew 

—  have  they  come  out?  And  I  wonder  how  similar  their  experiences  are  to  other  seminary 
students.  I  suspect  the  hypocrisy  and  the  denial  was  fairly  common  to  most  seminaries  in 
those  times.  In  1971-73  1  lived  at  another  seminary,  known  to  Leviticus  as  “the  heretics” 

—  they  admitted  women,  approved  of  ordaining  them,  and  God  knows  what  other 
dreadful  things  —  where  I  first  met  a  seminarian  who  was  out.  I  suspect  his  experience 
might  be  quite  different.  And  I  would  like  to  know  about  the  student  who  was  expelled. 

I  wonder,  too,  if  Cruikshank  would  have  drawn  the  same  conclusions  about  a 
convent.  I  think  not;  I  suspect  she  might  have  seen  more  clearly  what  lesbian  nuns  or 
seminarians  are  up  against,  rather  than  seeming  so  offhand  and  almost  light-hearted  about 
it,  because  1  know  she  does  not  take  oppression  lightly.  I  think  too  the  spirit  of  solidarity 
might  have  come  into  play  if  she  had  read  an  article  like  hers  written  by  someone  else, 
about  nuns. 

While  taking  note  of  the  hypocrisy  within  the  church  and  its  simultaneous  oppression, 
to  say  that  anyone  strong  enough  to  come  out  is  strong  enough  “to  kiss  Mother  Church 
good-bye”  is  to  miss  the  point.  Many  gays  and  lesbians  do  not  want  to  “kiss  Mother 
Church  goodbye,”  no  matter  how  strange  that  may  seem  to  those  of  us  who  are  not 
religious.  They  want  to  be  a  part  of  it,  a  loved  and  accepted  part.  The  callous  attitude  of 
other  gay  people  towards  those  who  try  to  change,  deal  with,  or  confront  the  Church  rather 
than  reject  it  only  increases  the  loneliness  the  institution  has  created.  Rev.  Troy  Perry’s 
work,  for  example,  is  often  considered  quaintly  anachronistic;  at  Leviticus  Hall  he  was 
considered  to  be  on  a  par  with  the  Antichrist.  To  pass  much  of  the  religious  life  off  as 
having  more  to  do  with  sex  than  religion,  especially  considering  the  damage  done  in  the 
name  of  that  religion,  strikes  me  as  insensitive.  We  would  be  better  spending  our  time 
forcing  the  church  to  deal  with  homosexuality,  at  least  to  end  the  lying,  but  best  of  all  tc 
live  up  to  the  love  and  charity  that  Christ  taught  and  few  of  his  followers  practice. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 

gays  in  israel 


Dear  Community  Voices: 

In  re  Jerry  Silberman’s  letter  in  GCN  5  July, 
Vol.  7,  No.49: 

Although  I  have  had  verbal  reports  from  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  been  in  some  of  these  countries, 
since  I  have  never  been  there  I  would  not  pre¬ 
sume  to  make  any  statements  about  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  gays  and  lesbians  in  S.  Africa,  Chile,  Ar¬ 
gentina  or  in  Cuba,  but,  having  been  a  citizen  of 
Israel  for  over  10  years  I  greatly  resent  it  being 
included  in  a  list  of  countries  which,  apparently, 
persecute  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Last 
year,  during  the  annual  convention  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Jews,  true,  we  had  a  problem  in  getting  a 
convention  hall  due  to  pressure  exerted  by  the 
numerically  small  but  fanatic  extremist  religious 
sect  who  are  anti-Zionist  and  do  not  believe  any 
Jewish  state  should  exist  until  after  the  coming  of 
the  Messiah.  The  very  fact  that  they  are  given  full 
rights  (as  are  the  Black  Hebrews  who  openly 
state  that  they,  and  not  the  Jews,  are  the  true 
Tribe  of  Israel)  is  proof  of  the  freedom  allowed 
to  all  people  in  Israel.  However,  when  dissenters 
do  more  than  just  disagree  but  actually  bomb 
and  shoot  our  people,  when  they  infiltrate  from 
neighboring  countries  and  murder  innocent  civ¬ 
ilians  on  their  way  to  Sabbath  prayers,  machine- 
gun  children  on  their  way  to  school,  set  bombs 
under  stalls  in  the  market  places  (would  you  call 
any  of  those  “military  objectives?”)  we  must  de¬ 


fend  ourselves.  Of  course,  the  teachings  ot  paci¬ 
fism  and  the  respect  for  all  life  must  not  be  given 
up.  On  the  contrary!  It  is  their  effective  realiza¬ 
tion  in  behavior  and  action  that  demand 
resistance  to  evil,  injustice  and  oppression  on  all 
levels  of  the  confrontation. 

So,  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  condition  of 
gays  and  lesbians  in  Israel?  We  do  not  have  any 
anti-gay  tourist  laws  in  our  country  which  is  (ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Silberman)  one  of  those  “bul¬ 
warks  of  reaction.”  Anyone  can  visit  be  s/he 
dressed  in  lavender,  adorned  with  pink  triangles 
and  carrying  a  trunkful  of  copies  of  GCN.  You 
can  be  a  tourist  of  any  religion  or  any  color  or 
any  sexual  preference  and  you  will  have  no  prob¬ 
lem  entering  our  country  —  just  don’t  bring 
guns,  bombs  or  drugs.  You  can  stay  as  long  as 
your  visa  permits  and  your  money  lasts  and,  if 
your  money  runs  out  you  can,  usually,  find  a 
kibbutz  which  can  use  your  services  (if  you  are 
willing  and  able  to  work)  in  exchange  for  room, 
board  and  pocket  money  —  and  they  frequently 
arrange  for  free  tours  around  the  country  for 
their  volunteers.  If  you  are  eligible  under  the 
“Law  of  Return”  (child  of  a  Jewish  mother)  you 
can  immigrate  and  become  a  citizen  with  all  the 
rights  of  a  new  immigrant  (free  housing  and 
Hebrew  lessons  for  about  five  months,  job 
assistance,  various  loans  and  grants  to  help  you 
get  established,  tax-free  and  tariff  free  status  for 


a  number  of  years  —  and  this  without  any  refer¬ 
ence  or  questions  about  your  sexual  preference). 

You  can  also  become  a  citizen  if  you  are  not  a 
Jew  but  will  not  be  eligible  for  the  rights  given  to 
those  who  enter  under  the  “Law  of  Return”.  1 
have  friends  who  are  completely  “out"  at  work 
and  others  who  are  not.  Although,  officially,  we 
have  a  law  against  homosexuality  I  have  never 
known  anyone  who  was  legally  prosecuted  nor 
do  we  have  the  beatings  and  murders  of  gay  men 
in  the  known  cruising  areas  as  you  have  in  the 
Fenway  and  other  spots.  Although  the  religious 
fanatics  succeeded  in  giving  us  problems  (see 
paragraph  1)  because  they  could  cause  restaur¬ 
ants  to  suffer  financial  loss  by  withholding  their 
kashrut  certificate,  we  had  no  major  problems  in 
getting  our  permit  for  the  demonstration  in  front 
of  the  Tel  Aviv  City  Hall,  had  police  protection 
although  it  wasn’t  needed  as  most  of  the  au¬ 
dience  was  supportive  or,  at  least,  confined  their 
objections  to  verbal  exchanges  (and  I  saw  very 
little  of  that).  We  also  had  excellent  TV  coverage 
on  prime  time  that  evening  on  our  one  and  only 
Israeli  TV  channel.  My  report  on  the  press  con¬ 
ference,  convention,  demonstration,  etc.  was 
covered  in  the  GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  5. 

I  do  not  know  how  much  time  Jerry  Silberman 
has  spent  in  Israel  or  how  recently  it  was  (remem¬ 
ber,  our  gay  and  lesbian  movement  is  only  FIVE 
YEARS  OLD)  and  I  do  not  know  how  much 


time  he  has  spent  in  the  other  countries  he  men¬ 
tions.  I  admit  that,  although  this  may  be  The  Ho¬ 
ly  Land,  its  people  are  far  from  perfect.  We  do 
not  have  an  easy  time  of  it  —  whether  gay, 
straight  or  bi,  whether  female,  male  or  transsex¬ 
ual  (of  whom  we  have  quite  a  number)  but  don’t 
put  upon  us  the  label  “bulwark  of  reaction” 
and,  if  you’re  really  sincere,  come  to  Israel  and 
join  us  in  building  an  even  freer  gay  and  lesbian 
community 

With  love  to  you,  Jerry,  and  to  all  my  friends 

whoever  and  wherever  you  may  be 

Gayly 

liana  (Helen)  Weinstock 

P.O.  Box  5059,  Netanya,  Israel 

P.S.  Due  to  the  extended  delivery  time  of  sea 

mail  (1  received  the  5  July  issue  on  9  September) 

my  response  to  any  article  is  always  months  after 

the  article  appears  which  does  lose  its  effect.  I 

would  welcome  direct  mail  from  any  of  you  on 

his  or  any  other  article  I  might  submit. _ 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld 
upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addres¬ 
sed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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CITY  TRAVEL,  INC. 

Domestic  &  International  Travel 


58  HIGH  STREET 
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817  426-0001 


HARMONIUM 

MOVERS 


Fully  Licensed  and 
Insured 

Storage  •  Piano  Rigging 
Apt  •  Home  •  Office 
FREE  ESTIMATES 
MOVING  GUIDE 

Express:  N.Y.,  Phila.,  D.C. 

254-2200 
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Everyone 


NEEDS  A  WILL 


5  5 


Book  includes  sample 
will  and  will  forms. 
Send  $6.50  to  ANPA- 
4,  PO  Box  38673, 
Dallas,  Texas  75238. 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves 
734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  £3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 


Affordable 
Legal  Services 

General  Practice  of  Law 
for  the  Gay  Community 

Scott  M.  Donahue 

Attorney  at  Law 

21  Mount  Vernon  Square 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 
Tel.  (617)723-7065 


The  Ideal 


in  Copley  Square 


j  Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
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21  Huntington  Avenue 
Coplev  Square.  Boston.  MA 
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|  WE’D  LIKE  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU! 
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ITRI  TRAVEL,  INC.  beacon  DIVISION 
312  STUART  STREET,  BOSTON,  MATel.  357-9700 


We  at  Tri  T ravel  want  to  be  able  to  serve  all  your  travel 
needs.  We  measure  our  success  by  the  satisfaction 
of  our  customers.  Therefore,  we  feel  it’s  importantto 
hear  what  you,  our  customers,  have  to  say.  By 
answering  and  mailing  this  coupon  (with  no  obliga¬ 
tion),  you  can  help  us  to  help  you  better. 

What  destinations  interest  you  for  package  tours? 

What  destinations  interest  you  for  individual  travel? 

Are  you  now  planning  any  travel  for  which  you’d  like 

help  or  advice?  _ 

Name:  _ 

Address:  _ 


City/State/Zip: 

Phone:(Home)_ 


(Bus.) 
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I 
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David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 

Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 


David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 


Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End 


536-2665 
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GAY  OWNED 
AND  OPERATED 
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24-HR  Answering  Service 
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YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 
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Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 


Save  this  Ad  10 %  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV  -  Radio-  Phones-  Hifi -Color 

Expert  Repair  S,  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVIRI  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


WOMENS 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  C€NT€fl 

a  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesbian  health 

Issues,  Menopause. 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shouus  —  Available  for 
Groups 

cuomen-ujorker.  ouuned  and  controlled 
639  Mass,  five.,  Cambridge  547-2302 
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D.M.D. 
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266-9135 

office  hours 
by  appointment 


Handyman 

& 

Moving 


Call  Dave 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment 

617/924-8100 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 
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Wash,  conditioner,  cut  and 
blow  dry.  With  this  ad. 


Reg.  *20 


Distinctive  hair  designs 


269  Newbury  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116  Phone:  261-1453 
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council’s  criticism. 

The  council  report  concluded 
that  "the  central  issue  underlying 
all  the  charges  and  counter¬ 
charges”  surrounding  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  the  statement  in  the 
closing  commentary  by  host 
Harry  Reasoner  that  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  lesbians  and  gay  men 
demanded  ‘‘absolute  sexual 
freedom,”  a  statement  the  council 
found  inaccurate. 

“The  reality  is,”  the  report 
said,  “that  homosexuals  are  not 
monolithic  in  their  behavior  or 
their  political  objectives.  Many 
abhor  public  sex;  their  principal 
objective  is  a  climate  of  tolerance 
that  permits  them  to  operate  in  the 
mainstream  of  their  communi¬ 
ties.  The  unwillingness  of  gays  in 
this  category  to  break  ranks  with 
extremists  by  repudiating  more 
flamboyant  demands  created  re- 
portorial  problems  for  CBS,  but 
did  not  relieve  it  of  its  obligation 
to  present  a  fair  picture.” 

On  Thursday,  Sept.  18,  the 
Council  devoted  almost  the  entire 
day  to  the  complaint,  its  first  gay 
case.  Members  of  the  council 
watched  the  documentary  and 
read  Alfred’s  complaint,  as  well  as 
complaints  submitted  by  the  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  Human  Rights  Commission 
and  by  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  before  debating  the  staff 
report  and  proposed  council  ac¬ 
tion. 

Only  Jeffrey  Bell  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Conservative  .Union  voted 
against  the  council  report  as 
published. 

“Given  what  I  take  to  be  the 
theses  of  the  documentary  —  that 
the  coming  of  age  of  homosexual 
politics  in  San  Francisco  has  sig¬ 
nificantly  altered  the  city’s  stan¬ 
dard  of  acceptable  public  behav¬ 
ior  —  all  of  the  scenes  objected  to 
are  permissible  and  even  desir¬ 
able,”  Bell  wrote  in  his  dissenting 
opinion. 

William  Rusher,  publisher  of 
the  National  Review,  dissented  in 
part  from  the  findings.  “I  dis¬ 
agree  with  the  charge  of  ‘unfair¬ 
ness’  in  regard  to  sexual  topics,” 
wrote  Rusher,  “not  because  the 
documentary  was  a  balanced  pres¬ 
entation  of  homosexual  life,  but 
because  it  never  pretended  to  be 
one.” 

Alfred  flew  to  Des  Moines  for 
the  hearings.  He  described  himself 
as  generally  elated  by  the  decision. 
“It  sends  a  clear  message  to  jour¬ 
nalists  that  athough  they  can 
cover  what  stories  they  like  about 
gay  people,  they  must  tell  the 
truth,”  he  told  GCN.  He  com¬ 
pared  the  CBS  documentary  to 
some  of  the  inflammatory  cover¬ 
age  about  blacks  that  was  com¬ 
mon  in  the  South  twenty  years 
ago. 

The  three  black  members  of  the 
Council  were  among  the  most 
consistent  supporters  of  the  gay 
complaints  about  the  program, 
Alfred  said.  They  included  Robert 
Maynard,  editor  of  the  Oakland 
(CA)  Tribune-,  Franklin  Williams, 
ex-ambassador  to  Ghana;  and 
Rev.  James  Lawson,  minister  of 
the  Holman  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles. 

Lawson,  in  fact,  issued  a  con¬ 
curring  opinion  “with  an  addi¬ 
tional  word”  saying  that  the  docu¬ 
mentary  “is  severely  flawed” 
because  “it  did  not  assess  the 
meaning  of  the  political  power  of 
the  gay  community  for  the  1980s” 
and  because  it  omitted  both  an 
examination  and  an  analysis  of 
the  actual  primary  objectives  of 
lesbian  and  gay  political  leaders. 

Margo  Houston,  an  editorial 
writer  for  the  Milwaukee  Journal, 
was  also  very  supportive,  Alfred 
said. 

The  National  News  Council  is 
an  industry  body  that  functions  as 
an  unofficial  judge  of  media 
ethics.  While  without  power,  the 
council  is  highly  regarded,  and  its 
decisions  are  published  in  the 
Columbia  Journalism  Review. 
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nate  lifestyle  and  becoming  a 
militant  minority.  We’ve  always 
had  homosexuals,  but  they  don’t 
go  around  telling  everybody  about 
it,  you  know?  If  your  thing  is 
animals  you  don’t  have  to  go 
around  telling  people  about  it. 
You  just  .  .  .  you  know,  you  .  .  . 
you  don’t  advertise  it.” 

When  asked  by  GCN  whether 
personal  opinions  of  the  kind 
expressed  in  the  book  should  be 
taken  as  professional  judgment, 
Rupp  replied,  ‘‘Absolutely. 
That’s  scientific  judgment.  That’s 
the  definition  of  it.  It’s  a 
perversion.” 

Dr.  William  J.  Curran,  a  Har¬ 
vard  University  professor  of  legal 
medicine  and  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  book,  defended  Rupp’s  pro¬ 
fessional  credentials.  “His  reputa¬ 
tion  in  that  field  is  very  strong,” 
he  told  GCN.  “Rupp’s  reputation 
for  investigating  sex-related 
deaths  himself  and  for  working  in 
the  field  is  very,  very  strong.” 

Curran  disagrees  with  Rupp’s 
opinion  about  gay  people  but  de¬ 
fends  his  right  to  express  it.  “It 
happens  to  be  his  view,”  he  told 
GCN.  “It’s  not  a  view  I  share. . .  . 
He  has  his  professional  liberty  to 
express  himself  in  that  way  as  he 
sees  fit.  He’s  been  involved  in  an 
awful  lot  of  cases  of  that  kind.  It 
may  be  that  these  things  have 
shaped  his  professional  response 
to  them.” 

Rupp  told  GCN,  “What  I  state 
in  my  book  is  the  result  of  my 
training,  my  observations  and  my 
experiences.” 

When  asked  by  GCN  how  he 
could  form  opinions  on  gay 
people  in  general  from  experiences 
in  performing  autopsies,  Rupp  re¬ 
plied,  “That  question  isn’t  mean¬ 
ingful.” 

Vaccine 

Continued  from  Page  3 
Howard  Brown  Memorial  Clinic 
in  Chicago,  and  public  health 
facilities  in  St.  Louis,  Denver,  and 
San  Francisco.  Volunteers  in  the 
study  are  all  gay  or  bisexual  men 
over  the  age  of  18. 

In  Boston,  Dr.  Jules  Dienstag 
of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  is  about  to  begin  a  study 
of  the  effectiveness  of  the  vaccine 
among  health  care  personnel  in 
five  Boston  area  hospitals. 

The  vaccine  being  tested  at  this 
time  prevents  hepatitis  type  B 
only.  Another  strain  of  hepatitis, 
type  A,  is  also  a  high  risk  for  gay 
men.  Hepatitis  A  is  present  in 
feces,  and  is  thought  to  be  trans¬ 
mitted  sexually  by  oral-anal  con¬ 
tact. 

Dienstag  told  GCN  that  Merck 
is  also  working  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  vaccine  for  Hepatitis  A. 
Part  of  the  development  will  in¬ 
clude  base  line  studies  of  the 
exposure  to  Hepatitis  A  in  the  gay 
male  community. 

“Sometime  in  the  next  year  or 
so  we  will  try  to  coordinate  a 
screening  program  in  the  Boston 
area  with  one  in  the  New  York 
area,”  Dienstag  told  GCN. 
“Then,  after  a  suitable  time  of 
surveillance,  we’ll  go  ahead  and 
start  a  study  in  the  two 
populations.” 

WBUR 

Continued  from  Page  1 

going  to  go  back  to  programs  as 
they  were,  the  answer  is  no.  But 
I’ve  always  said  that  I  want  to 
listen  to  any  different  community 
that  wants  to  discuss  program¬ 
ming  goals  at  WBUR. 

“I  have  been  listening  to 
WBUR  [since  Sept.  15]  and  I  have 
heard  lesbian  and  gay  issues.  In 
my  view,  [the  coverage  of]  minor¬ 
ity  and  gay  issues  is,  in  concept 
and  content,  better. 

“I  regret  what  has  happened. 
I’m  surprised  —  though  I’m  not 
surprised  that  people  liked  the 
programs.” 
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TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town's  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


Gourmet  Sandwiches 
Italian  Pie 
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Neuromuscular  Integration 

SOMA  provides: 

•  Greater  Energy  •  More  Youthful  Appearance 

•  Balanced  Posture*  Easy  Relaxation 
through  a  1 0  session  body  therapy  program 

Peter  L  Stickel,  Certified  SOMA  Practitioner 
384  Marlborough  St. •Boston,.  MA*61 7/266-8122 


RESEARCH  SUBJECTS 
NEEDED 

We  want  to  interview  subjects  about  their 
personality,  sexual  behavior  and  mental  abilities. 
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good  health.  Time  required:  about  5  hours. 
Payment:  $25. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  WORKSHOP  FOR 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COUPLES 
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FRANK  H.  RING,  A.C.S.W. 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

_ _ 617-965-1311 _ . 
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A  laser  In  the  cellar 
A  crib  up  near  the  roof 
a  cyborg  with  my  sister 
A  creep  in  rubber  boots 

Someone  took  my  darling 
And  turned  her  inside  out 
And  turned  her  into  something 
I'll  never  figure  out. 

(from  "Personal  Monsters,”  lyrics  by  Rick  Dery) 

By  Rob  Schmieder 

I  had  originally  contemplated  doing  a  general  piece  on  the 
punk/new  wave  scene  in  Boston.  I  have  encountered  a  lot  of 
antagonism  from  other  gay  people  for  my  interest  in  punk, 
and  I  felt  that  the  anti-punk  gays  should  be  made  aware  of 
the  enormous  influence  gays  have  had  in  the  development  ot 
punk  both  as  fans  and  as  performers.  The  number  of  bands 
in  Boston  that  have  gay  members  or  deal  with  gay  material 
or  deviant  sexuality  is  overwhelming  —  Human  Sexual  Re¬ 
sponse,  Lou  Miami  and  the  Kozmetix,  Mark  Thor,  Mande 
Dahl,  the  Daily  Bodies,  Someone  and  the  Somebodies  and 
V;.  These  immediately  spring  to  mind  just  from  my  own 
limited  experience,  and  in  conversations  with  the  members  of 
Bound  &  Gagged  (B&G)  the  names  flew  faster  than  I  could 
pick  them  up.  However,  as  I  got  to  know  the  women  of  B&G 
better  I  began  to  realize  that  they  are  a  paradigm  for 
progressive  punk  bands,  and  in  some  ways  paragons  of  what 
I  would  like  to  see  in  a  band,  both  in  their  musical  and  social 
outlooks.  In  addition,  they  are  an  exciting,  talented  and 
evolving  band,  and  are  well  worth  examining  in  their  own 
right,  apart  from  how  they  relate  to  the  Boston  scene. 

My  friend  Mark  and  I  met  some  of  the  women  of  B&G  at  a 
Chinese  restaurant  in  Union  Square.  Allston.  As  we  waited  to 
order,  the  remaining  members  of  the  band  arrived,  and  an 
L-shaped  table  had  to  be  fabricated  to  accommodate  the 
seven  of  us.  What  follows  is  reconstructed  from  the  tape  of 
that  conversation  and  subsequent  conversations  we  have 
had  with  B&G  and  their  friends  over  the  past  month. 


THE  BAND  MEMBERS 

True  to  rock-interview  tradition,  I  asked  the  band  members  to 
talk  about  their  backgrounds  and  how  they  came  to  be  in  the 
band. 

Martha:  I'm  Martha,  and  I  play  guitar  and  sing,  and  I  was  at 
Harvard  actually  when  I  started  getting  into  going  out  to  hear 
a  lot  of  music  —  new  music.  I  started  taking  some  time  off 
—  had  met  Deni  a  bit.  She  had  been  playing  with  the  Stains, 
but  left  that  band,  but  still  wanted  to  drum,  and  I  had  this  real 
funky  weird  guitar  that  I  was  just  sort  of  making  sounds  on, 
so  we  got  together  and  we  just  banged  away  for  a  little 
while,  and  Trude  joined  us  thereafter  —  but  basically  I'm  a 
refugee  from  an  institution  of  higher  learning,  to.  which  I  will 
have  to  return  at  some  point  I  was  studying  biological 


Sensations  Center 

lyrics  by  Martha  Swetzoff 

Sensations  Center 

This  has  the  heart  that  beats 

1  like  to  feel  absorbent 

This  has  the  heart  that  beats 

Sensations  Center 

This  has  the  heart  that  beats 

There's  so  much  to  know 

This  has  the  heart  that  beats 

Sensations  Center 

Sensations  Center  (1) 

1  like  to  teel  electric 

Sensations  Center  (2) 

Sensations  Center 

Sensations  Center  (3) 

1  want  to  know  it  all 

Sensations  Center  (4) 

anthropology  and  filmmaking  —  studying  monkeys  and 
making  movies  . . . 

Trude:  I  am  a  refugee  from  an  institution  ot  mediocre  learning. 
I  went  to  BU,  and  I  spent  two  tedious  years  there.  And  I  met 
Deni  at  Macy's  liquor  store  —  I  was  working  there  after 
school.  I  was  a  cashier  then,  and  Deni  used  to  come  in  with 
her  brown  leather  jacket  with  safety  pins  all  over  it,  diaper 
pins,  and  she  had  real  long  hair  at  that  point,  a  pony  tail  as  a 
matter  of  fact  —  she  chopped  it  off  one  night  before  she 
was  going  on  stage,  just  went  kchrckh!  ...  I  knew  she 
drummed  in  a  band,  the  Stains,  I  thought  WOW!  I'd  never 
heard  of  the  Stains  —  little  did  I  know  what  the  Stains  were 
like  —  primal  scream  therapy.  So  I  had  answered  this  ad 
alter  playing  bass  about  three  months  on  and  off;  so  I  finally 
got  tired  of  practicing  the  scale;  so  I  answered  this  ad  in 
Skunk  Piss,  and  it  turns  out  that  the  ad  I  answered  was  Gary 
Gogol,  who's  now  in  V;,  who  was  Deni's  roommate  at  that 
time,  and  I  went  over  there,  Martha  was  there,  Deni  was 
there.  Deni  started  talking  to  me  and  said,  "What,  do  you 
want  to  form  a  woman's  band?"  and  I  said,  "Yeah,  I’d  really 
like  that,"  pushed  Gary  aside  and  we  went  into  the  other 
room,  and  Deni  had  two  timbales  [drums]  that  wouldn't  stand 
up,  and  she  started  beating  on  those,  and,  well  —  you  talk 
now. 

Deni:  ...  so  we  got  together,  and  we've  been  together  for 
over  a  year,  and  we've  been  playing  out  for  over  a  year,  and 
we've  definitely  been  through  a  lot  of  metamorphosis  since 
then.  We  had  a  lead  singer  [Barbara  Britto,  or  "Britt"],  and 
she  left  the  band,  and  now  it's  just  the  five  of  us  ...  I  though 
that  it  would  make  money.  Seriously  . . .  and  that  was  really 
the  idea,  I  think,  that  it  would  be  a  novel  thing,  and  it's  less 
stupid  than  being  novel  because  you  take  your  clothes  off,  or 
because  you  use  egg  beaters  on  stage,  but  it  would  have 
more  of  a  pure  consistency  to  it,  and  at  the  same  time  be 
novel  too  because  everyone’s  making  a  big  furor  over  the  all 
female  bands,  all  five  of  them  in  the  world,  you  know,  and  it 
just  seemed  like,  I've  got  one  foot  in  the  door,  so  I  might  as 
well  do  something  with  it,  and  also  I  just  knew  a  lot  of 
women  that  had  at  least  dabbled  in  music  or  wanted  to  and 
needed  some  outlet. 

Wendy:  I'm  the  only  professional  in  the  band.  I  was  in  this 
really  famous  band  called  the  Daisy  Delegation  when  I  was 
in  the  9th  grade  [in  Reading,  Mass.],  an  all-women's  band  .  .  . 
we  were  playing  in  bars  in  Boston,  and  everything,  it  was 
illegal  doing  it  . .  that's  when  I  knew  how  to  play.  I  took 
lessons  and  everything.  But  I'm  better  now  that  I  forgot  how 
to  play  ...  I  gave  it  up  for  a  while  when  I  went  to  college, 
and  then  I  just  picked  it  up  again,  recently. 

Marcia:  I  like  music  a  whole  lot,  for  years  I  was  a 
photographer  taking  pictures  of  people  involved  with  music, 
and  I  just  like  playing.  It's  fun.  Unpredictable,  and  it's  more 
immediate  than  working  in  the  darkroom,  that's  for  damn 
sure.  I  played  with  a  band  in  high  school  one  summer,  but 
they  wanted  me  to  be  a  Gracie  Slick  clone,  and  I  wasn't  like 
Grace  Slick.  I  met  Deni  at  Cantone's  [one  of  Boston's  oldest 
punk  venues]  because  we  were  both  dancing,  we  were  the 
only  two  people  dancing  to  a  certain  band,  and  then  I  met 
her  again  when  she  played  at  the  loft  that  I  used  to  be 
involved  in  —  Star  Systems  at  Thayer  Street.  The  Stains 
played  up  there,  and  then  we  had  a  mutual  friend  who  said 
she  was  starting  a  band,  and  I  wanted  to  be  in  one,  and  —  it 
kind  of  happened.  So  I  met  everyone  else,  except  for  Deni, 
the  time  I  went  to  rehearsal. 

Bound  &  Gagged,  like  most  local  bands,  is  far  from  being 
self-supporting,  and  the  band  members  work  daytime  jobs. 

All  but  Wendy  have  some  background  in  photography  or  film- 
making;  Trude  makes  portraits  at  a  camera  store  and  Deni 
worked,  until  recently,  as  a  film  editor  at  a  television  station. 
Their  interest  in  film  and  photography  extends  to  the  avant 
garde  in  all  its  manifestations,  and  their  participation  in  the 
punk  scene  is  not  limited  to  their  club  appearances.  I  first 
heard  the  "old"  B&G  perform  at  the  Eventworks  program  at 
Massachusetts  College  ot  Art,  where  they  shared  a  bill  with 
an  avant  garde  performance  artist  whose  act  included  a 
simulated  auto-disembowelment  and  who  at  one  point  flung 
used  tampons  and  stale  cookies  at  the  audience.  Trude  has 
written  widely  for  the  music  press,  and  is  herself  putting 
together  a  magazine  to  be  called  Barbie's  Leg  which  will 
feature  writing  and  visual  work  by  people  involved  in  the 
punk  scene.  She  is  also  trying  to  organize  a  theft-prevention 
program  for  local  musicians,  who  have  been  victimized  by 
expensive  equipment  thefts  in  growing  numbers.  B&G  have 
themselves  recently  been  burglarized  at  a  practice  space 
they  were  renting;  like  most  bands  they  can  only  afford  to 
rent  space  in  old  buildings  with  poor  security.  (The  other 
major  area  for  theft  is  the  transference  of  equipment  from 
the  clubs  to  the  bands'  vans  where  it  must  often  be  left 
unattended.)  Trude  hopes  to  increase  the  recovery  rate  by 
setting  up  an  ID-data  bank  network  that  would  allow  parti¬ 
cipants  to  identify  stolen  goods  when  they  come  on  the 
market  again;  the  program  would  be  modeled  on  the  suc¬ 
cessful  Hot  Car  program  sponsored  by  Boston's  WBZ  radio. 

BEING  AN  ALL-WOMAN  BAND 

The  musical  unit  that  is  Bound  &  Gagged  is  something  quite 
different  from  many  other  punk  groups  I  have  seen,  and  is 
vastly  different  from  bands  with  a  single  female  member 
4  (usually  the  lead  singer).  In  sexually  mixed  bands  women  tend 
to  be  assigned  the  role  of  figurehead,  and  though  there  is 
give  and  take  with  the  rest  of  the  band  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  the  same  sort  of  decentralized,  democratic  process  that 
is  a  characteristic  of  this  all-woman  band.  Martha 
commented  on  this  difference;  "To  me,  going  to  see  Chrissie 
Hynde  [lead  singer  of  The  Pretenders]  or  going  to  see  Pat 
Benatar,  or  Mande  Dahl,  or  Blondie,  any  of  these  other  bands 
that  seem  to  be  catching  a  lot  more  approval  than  this  all¬ 
woman  group.  That's  a  real  difficult  thing  for  me  to  see  live 
.  . .  Chrissie  Hynde  really  frustrates  me  because  I  feel  that 
she  is  still  conforming  to  that  real  traditional  special  role  for 
women  rock  and  rollers.”  Trude  described  such  women  as 
"stage  decoration."  For  B&G,  the  important  thing  is  not  so 
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much  that  each  one  of  them  is  a  woman,  but  the  dynamics  of 
the  five  women  working  together. 

Martha:  I  began  to  feel  really  frustrated  that  I  saw  so  many 
men  always  on  stage  .  .  .  and  I  just  thought  it  would  be  a  very 
exciting  idea  to  see  women  up  there  and  that  the  sound 
would  be  real  different,  the  lyrics  would  just  be  a  whole 
different  way  of  making  rock  'n'  roll,  because  women  respect 
each  other  a  lot. 

Rob:  Do  you  feel  like  that's  happening? 

Martha:  Well,  I  think  we  definitely  have  a  real  unusual,  unique 
sound,  and  it's  hard  for  some  people  to  get  used  to  it 
because  our  sounds  aren't  always  the  same  rhythms  . .  .  it's 
not  a  familiar  sound  . . .  Most  girl  groups  have  this  definite 
history,  something  that's  pretty  neat,  but  that's  not  what 
we're  necessarily  all  about.  We  actually  work  rather  well 
together  too  ...  I  think  at  this  point  —  it's  not  that  we're 
necessarily  vehemently  into  working  with  all  kinds  of  women, 
but  we  just  work  really  well  together,  we  know  what  to  do. 
Trude:  A  lot  of  people  get  the  impression  —  a  lot  of  men 
especially  —  you  mention  to  them  you're  an  all-women  band, 
they  immediately  draw  back  and  go  "Oh  my  GOD!  Five 
women  together,  working  together,  it  must  be  horrible,  I  can't 
even  stand  to  be  in  a  room  with  five  women."  And  they  thipk 
of  course  it's  total  chaos,  for  five  women  to  be  together,  you 
know,  that  we  would  go  around  bickering  and  .  . . 

Deni:  I  think  there's  a  different  kind  of  understanding  when 
women  are  working  together.  I  thought  it  was  going  to  be  real 
strange  at  first  . . . 

Marcia:  It's  hard  to  get  five  people  to  work  together  on  one 
idea  —  it's  pretty  difficult  —  and  I  think  musically  and 
direction-wise  we  all  arrive  at  these  things  that  make  sense 
for  all  of  us,  because  otherwise  we  wouldn't  be  doing  it. 

The  fact  that  they  get  up  on  stage  and  make  their  own, 
very  personal  music  is  the  strongest  expression  of  what  B&G 
is  all  about,  and  the  hardest  to  pin  down. 

Martha:  We're  not  an  overtly  feminist  band,  because  that's  not 
just  the  kind  of  people  we  are,  we  just  like  to  do  what  we 
want  to  do. 

Trude: ...  we  just  come  out  and  we  are  completely  ourselves, 
we're  really  individual,  I  think  we're  individual  and  at  the 
same  time  we're  a  unit . . . 

Marcia:  There  are  no  conventions  that  we're  conforming  to, 
and  there  are  no  traditions  tor  the  most  part,  except  for  like 
feminist  folk-rock  or  some  jazz;  there’s  not  that  many 
conventions  for  women  to  get  up  together  and  play  up  on  the 
stage  together  . .  .  and  The  Real  Paper  (a  Boston  weekly 
newspaper)  mentioned  we  were  perplexing  and  why  five 
women  up  on  stage  should  be  perplexing  when  we're  not 
putting  across  any  specific  caricature;  we're  just  doing  us, 
but  because  we  don't  conform  to  anything  like  that,  people 
don't  know  how  to  deal  with  it. 

The  band  took  on  its  name  little  knowing  what  hostility  the 
name,  in  conjunction  with  a  group  of  women,  would  generate. 
Before  I  ever  heard  the  band,  but  knew  them  by  name,  I  was 
impressed  by  the  audacity  of  a  group  of  women  who  w~uld 
flaunt  a  name  that  seemed  like  a  buzz-word  for  the 
domination  and  oppression  of  women;  I  sensed  the  sort  of 
reversal  of  power  roles  that  comes  when  we  call  ourselves 
faggots  or  when  blacks  expropriate  the  word  nigger  for  tt  sir 
own  use.  Not  surprisingly,  the  choice  of  name  has  created  a 
great  deal  of  hostility  for  the  band  —  hostility  that  I  feel  is 
ultimately  based  on  confused  misconceptions  about  what  is 
going  on  in  the  punk  scene. 

Wendy:  I've  had  people  actually  move  away  from  me  at  clubs 
if  I've  had  like  a  leather  jacket  on  or  something,  they’ll  like 
look  at  me  you  know  this  really  horrible  expression  and 
actually  move  a  few  feet  away.  It’s  really  weird.  And  I've  had 
a  lot  of  people  give  me  a  hard  time  about  the  name  of  the 
band  . .  .  "How  could  you  have  a  name  like  that,  that's  sick." 
Trude:  We  used  to  have  people  spit  on  us. 

Martha: .  . .  people  tend  to  have  a  very  preconceived  notion  of 
what  our  image  is,  what  we  like,  from  the  name.  When  we  ini¬ 
tially  named  ourselves  that,  the  idea  was  that  we  were  saying 
we  weren't  bound  and  gagged,  but  that  we  saw  around  us  a 
lot  of  people  —  it  doesn't  even  matter  what  sex  they  are  — 
who  are  bound  and  gaged  in  a  lot  of  different  ways  — 
whether  it's  an  emotional  thing,  whether  it's  a  creative  thing  . . 
Marcia:  Or  even  to  see  it  in  ourselves,  in  terms  of,  like,  trying 
to  overcome  an  obstacle  in  our  own  lives  or  something,  you 
know,  we  get  all  caught  up  .  .  . 

Martha: . . .  I  often  feel  really  concerned  about  the  things  I 
want  to  do  and  my  own  tendency  to  get  in  my  own  way  about 
it,  and  it  happens  that  those  two  words  have  a  traditional 
connotation,  you  know,  of  a  sexual  and  of  a  rather  socially 
unapproved  sexual  nature,  but  I  think  that  anyone  that  sees 
us  will  realize  that  we  have  absolutely  nothing  to  do  about  that. 


Bound  &  Gagged  is: 

Marcia  Maglione:  keyboards,  vocals,  rototoms 
Wendy  Stone:  guitar,  bass 
Deni  Ozan:  drums 

Trude  Koby:  bass,  vocals,  sax. . .  ? 

Martha  Swetzoff:  guitar,  vocals 
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MAKING  MUSIC 


Though  I  sometimes  felt  that  the  women  of  B&G  were  vying 
to  be  the  spokesperson  for  the  group,  what  I  was  hearing 
seemed  less  a  power  struggle  than  the  cacophony  of  the 
different  voices  they  bring  to  the  unit.  When  talking  about 
how  they  make  their  music  they  also  made  it  clear  that, 
though  they  may  have  come  from  different  musical  back¬ 
grounds,  they  all  contribute  equally  to  their  compositions  and 
build  pieces  in  a  non-hierarchical  way. 

Martha:  We're  collaborative  —  we  write  it  all  together.  Usually 
the  lyrics,  one  person  writes  them  —  we  may  all  suggest 
changes  as  things  go  along  —  but  we  do  everything  pretty 
much  together. 

Marcia:  Martha  writes  more  lyrics  that  I  do  for  sure  ...  or 
some  of  us  will  have  more  of  an  idea  of  our  own  specific  part 
and  bring  that  in  —  like  Wendy  does  that  a  lot. 

Trude:  The  band  has  really  gone  through  some  sort  of  meta¬ 
morphosis  of  a  sort  in  terms  of  musical  arrangement.  When 
we  were  fairly  incompetent,  it  started  out  that  we  did  not 
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have  a  rhythm  section,  we  had,  like  five  separate  instruments 

that  mostly  played  off  the  guitars,  more  than  anything,  and  a 
lot  of  off  the  lyrics,  actually,  and  as  time  went  by  and  we 
mastered  our  instruments  more,  we  started  to  realize  that  it 
was  much  easier  working  off  of  a  rhythmic  structure;  so  Deni 
and  I  have  tried  to  pull  together  a  really  good  rhythm  section, 
which  I  think  is  evident  in  songs  like  Chains  and  Polymers, 
that  was  like  the  point  where  it  started  really  to  come  out 
with  a  rhythm  section  . .  , 

Mark:  What  you  want  to  hear  a  lot  of  the  time  is  the  spaces. 
Martha:  Good  dance  music  is  very  simple,  and  it's  very 
spacious.  Like  the  B-52's,  whether  the  B-52's,  or  reggae,  or 
tunk,  it's  all  little  pieces  that  organize  together.  There's  a  lot 
of  air  in  between,  a  lot  of  things  happening,  and  I  think 
basically  we  want  to  make  dance  music.  If  you  can't  dance 
to  the  music,  I  don't  see  the  point  of  making  it. 

Marcia:  I  think  basically,  in  terms  of  this  band,  and  in  terms  of 
what  we're  doing  with  each  other  within  the  band  ...  we 
trust  each  other,  a  lot,  and  like  respect  everyone's  way,  and 
there's  none  of  that  fascist  ego  stuff  where  it's  like  “I  wrote 
this  song  and  you've  got  to  play  this  part,  and  you've  gotta 
play  this  part."  That  doesn't  exist  at  all,  and  I  think  we  all 
trust  each  other's  inventiveness,  and  ingenuity  and  creativity, 
and  come  up  with  parts,  and  I  think  it  works.  Sometimes  we 
have  to  play  something  through  a  lot  of  times,  or  rework  it. 
We  don't  do  something  until  we're  all  pretty  pleased  with  it, 
that's  for  sure. 

“Personal  Monsters"  is  one  of  B&G’s  most  recent  songs, 
and  is  becoming  one  of  their  most  popular.  In  this  song, 

Trude  plays  saxophone,  Wendy  takes  her  place  on  bass,  and 
Marcia  takes  a  turn  with  the  vocals  and  percussion.  The 
lyrics,  written  by  their  friend  Rick  Dery,  are,  like  other  B&G 
songs,  best  described  as  “daily  experiential”  (in  the  words  of 
Bruce  Stallsmith  in  Subway  News).  The  music  of  the 
rearranged  players  is  jazzy,  "psychedelic,"  and,  as  Trude 
remarked,  "totally  un-'Bound  &  Gagged'.  I  mean  who  would 
ever  expect  us  to  come  out  and  play  that  song.  It's  us,  but 
it's  not  us  at  all,  and  I  just  think  it's  really  amazing  that  we're 
capable  of  doing  that  stuff." 

When  at  one  point  Trude  was  talking  about  her  saxophone 
playing  (which  though  a  bit  unpolished  is  powerful  and  con¬ 
vincing),  she  jokingly  remarked  that  she  was  giving  up  bass 
to  go  on  to  wind  instruments.  Wendy  immediately  countered 
by  saying  that  she  wants  to  give  up  guitar  to  play  bass.  There 
is  a  great  of  flexibility  in  a  band  that  has  absorbed  the  loss  of 
its  lead  singer  without  a  hitch.  They  all  seem  to  share 
Trude's  view  that  "it  expands  the  identity  of  a  band  ...  to 
switch  instruments,  even  if  you're  not  competent  at  it,  it  just 
gives  a  totally  different  view  of  the  band." 

Since  Britt  left  the  band  Martha,  Marcia  and  Trude  have 
shared  the  vocal  spot.  But  the  vocals  have  become  a  less 
important  part  of  B&G's  music  than  they  once  were. 

Martha:  Our  band  has  been  changing  at  a  pretty  constant  rate, 
and  that’s  a  lot.  Three  months  ago  we  were  a  radically 
different  band  I  think  than  what  we  are  now.  And  I  think  that 
even  in  the  last  six  weeks  we’ve  gone  through  a  lot  of 
changes  in  a  way.  I  mean,  losing  Britt  and  stuff  —  that  was 
obviously  a  big  catalyst  for  change,  but  even  then  we’re 
constantly  going  back  over  old  songs  and  changing  them  .  .  . 

The  Bound  &  Gagged  EP,  soon  to  be  released,  will  contain 
the  songs  "Clutter,"  "Roach  Motel."  "Attack”  and  "Chains 
and  Polymers."  "Chains  and  Polymers"  is  still  one  of  their 
most  frequently  performed  songs,  but  for  the  rest,  the  record 
will  reflect  an  earlier  period  in  B&G's  development.  Content 
of  song  lyrics  was  very  important  then;  one  of  their  most 
popular  songs  —  no  longer  performed  —  was  an  epic  ballad 
based  on  the  plot  of  the  film  Dawn  of  the  Dead.  Other 
popular  songs  from  this  period  were  "Roach  Motel"  and 
"Office  Slave,"  tapes  of  which  were  getting  airplay  last 
winter.  But  most  of  these  songs  have  clearly  been  relegated 
to  the  past. 

Trude:  Dawn  of  the  Dead  ...  is  a  legend.  I  speak  now, 
because  people  know  what  it  was  and  remember  it.  But  it's 
much  better  not  alive. 


In  performance,  B&G  often  comes  on  with  an  l-mean- 

business  demeanor  that  is  atypical  for  a  punk  band;  most 
bands  feel  like  they  have  to  provide  a  stage  show  along  with 
the  music.  This  seriousness  is  not  designed  as  an  intimida¬ 
tion  act;  it  is  real. 

Martha:  ...  it  seems  like  people  still  have  a  hard  time  dealing 
with  the  fact  that  we've  really  attained  some  mastery  over 
our  instruments;  a  lot  of  people  feel  kind  of  threatened  —  at 
first  we  were  kind  of  funny  — 

Marcia:  "even  though  they  can't  play  they're  willing  to  get  up 
there”  kind  of  thing,  and  now  that  we  can  play,  someone 


hardcore  Wendi  Plasmatic  fans  came  down  and  just  went 
wild.  They  were  really  drunk,  but  Britt  handled  them  really 
well,  and  there  were  like  no  problems  . . . 

Marcia:  Actually  I'm  surprised.  Some  of  the  . .  .  least  likely 
people  I  would  expect  to  be  our  audience  (student  jock  types 
who  are  really  drunk)  they'll  come  up  and  say,  "Wow,  I  really 
think  you're  great”  ...  I  expect  them  to  be  talking  or  saying 
something  nasty  to  us  . . .  We  found  that  note  one  time  .  . . 
"Dear  Bound  and  Gagged,  we  are  your  girl  band  groupies 
you  untie  our  minds"  and  it  was  signed  by  these  two  guys. 
Trude:  It  was  raining  out,  and  it  was  written  on  a  napkin,  and 


said  “you're  not  cute  anymore,  it’s  not  cute  the  way  you  play  ^  wrapped  it  up  in  a  little  plastic  baggie  and  they  put  it 


any  more,  now  you're  really  playing. 

Deni:  Sometimes  people  say  that  we  don't  jump  around  a  lot, 
that  we're  more  fun  when  we  jump  around  and  play  real 
sloppy,  but  I  think  what  it  is  is  that  there's  still  a  real  fear 
every  time  that  you  perform  .  .  .  and  I  think  sometimes  we're 
really  terrified  on  that  stage,  and  we  get  very  involved  in 
playing  the  music,  because  the  songs  always  change  .  .  . 
you're  on  the  edge  all  the  time  ...  A  lot  of  times,  if  we're  not 
smiling,  we're  looking  anguished,  or  mean,  as  we've  been 
called,  or  intense  when  we're  on  the  stage;  it's  because  we 
are. 

Trude:  We  don’t  write  our  songs  with  our  audience  in  mind  at  all. 

Influences  on  B&G's  music  include  such  New  York  "no¬ 
wave”  bands  as  the  Contortions  and  Bush  Tetras  and 
Boston’s  Mission  of  Burma.  They  pick  up  on  music  from  all 
sources,  however,  and  are  always  open  to  danceable  sounds. 
Deni:  We  don't  want  to  pick  up  folk  guitars  because,  first  of 
all,  that's  not  our  form  of  expression;  we  couldn't  express 
ourselves  from  our  souls  properly  that  way. 

Trude:  But  at  the  same  time  we  really  enjoy  listening  to  all 
kinds  of  music.  I  really  enjoy  going  to  Chaps  [Bar]  on  a 
Friday  afternoon,  and  drinking  beer  and  dancing  to  disco,  I 
can  get  in  the  mood  for  that  anytime  .  .  . 

AUDIENCES  & 
PERFORMANCE  SPACES 

Over  the  past  few  months,  B&G  seem  to  have  developed  a 
following  of  serious  new  music  enthusiasts  —  the  same 
people  who  follow  the  better-known  Mission  of  Burma,  who 
Deni  refers  to  as  their  '-41-1310  competition."  Both  bands 
create  fairly  complex  music,  though  MOB'S  is  more  densely 
textured  and  not  always  as  danceable  as  B&G's.  The  two 
bands  are  often  heard  at  the  same  club  in  Boston,  the 
Underground,  which  tends  to  book  the  more  serious  "art 
bands."  In  the  past  two  months,  working  without  a  practice 
space,  B&G  has  performed  regularly,  playing  with  bands 
such  as  the  Bongos  and  England's  Delta  5.  They  have  also 
played  Danceteria  and  Hurrah  in  New  York,  and  before  this 
interview,  had  just  played  at  a  memorial  concert  for  George 
Scott,  the  recently  deceased  bass  player  for  the  Contortions 
and  Eight  Eyed  Spy. 

Though  the  band  is  generally  well-received,  and  is  getting 
frequent  gigs,  things  were  not  always  so  easy.  B&G  went  the 
traditional  route  of  playing  the  lofts,  for  little  or  no  money.  In 


under  the  windshield  of  the  car.  It's  sweet.  We  have  it 
framed  now  at  home  to  give  us  inspiration  for  the  future. 

While  B&G  has  found  acceptance  within  the  punk  scene, 
they  feel  a  strong  antagonism  directed  towards  them  and 
towards  punk  in  general  coming  from  the  gay  community  and 
from  other  women.  The  experiences  the  band  has  had  with 
its  gay  fans  and  with  attempts  to  perform  in  gay  spaces 
illustrate  this  problem. 

Deni:  Part  of  the  reason  we  wanted  to  talk  to  GCN  about  our 
band  is  that  there  is  a  lack  of  communication  with  the  gay 
community  definitely.  We  have  a  few  friends  who  are  real 
hard  core  fans  that  are  just  wonderful,  and  they  come  see  us 
all  the  time  and  put  themselves' out  —  dance  like  crazy,  and 
they  are  totally  treasured  but  specially  I  think  we  get  a  lot  of, 
say,  hesitation  and  flak  from  a  lot  of  gay  women.  Not  all,  like 
Claire  of  Ina  Ray  said  something  really  nice  about  us  last 
time  they  played  at  Prelude  [Bar]  .  .  .  But  we've  had  a  lot  of 
trouble  —  we  were  trying  to  play  at  Somewhere  [Bar]  once, 

.  .  .  about  a  year  ago  and  they  kind  of  gave  us  a  lot  of 
trouble,  I  think  that  they’re  real  hesitant  to  deal  with  us  partly 
because  they  misunderstand  the  connotation  of  the  name  of 
the  band,  and  I  think  they  just,  they  don't  like  the  way  we 
looked  at  the  time,  a  couple  of  us  wearing  leather  jackets,  or 
looking  "punked  out”  wearing  a  chain  around  the  neck  or 
something.  I  think  that  a  lot  of  gay  women  definitely  take  the 
look  to  be  somehow  denigrating  to  women  whereas  that's 
really  the  furthest  thing  from  our  minds.  Furthering  women  in 
music,  you  know,  and  just  to  gain  access  to  these  once  for¬ 
bidden  places,  is  our  major  aim.  And  it's  a  real  problem.  And 
I  don't  really  know  how  to  go  about  changing  it  right  now. 
Trude:  .  .  Every  time  the  criticism  that  we’ve  received  except 
for  one  has  been  by  women  writers,  which  really  kind  of  flab¬ 
bergasts  me  in  a  way  because  I  don't  see  us  as  coming 
onstage  and  pulling  any  kind  of  sexist  rap  at  all,  . . .  and  it’s 
just  really  odd  not  getting  any  support  from  any  kind  of 
women  that  are  involved  in  the  media  at  all.  I  tend  to 
disagree  a  bit  with  Deni  about  not  getting  problems  with  gay 
women,  like  I  noticed,  especially  of  late  at  our  Underground 
gigs,  women  coming  from  Prelude,  I  mean  down  to  see  us, 
like  a  lot  of  them.  [But]  I  don’t  think  that  gay  women  —  the 
lesbian  community  —  is  that  much  into  new  wave  like  you 
were  saying,  I  think  that  they're  kind  of  stuck  on  their  disco 
rap. 

Martha:  We're  all  just  very  individual  people.  That's  just  the 
way  we  are  and  we  wouldn’t  have  it  any  other  way.  I  think 
that’s  an  amalgam  of  part  of  what  the  problem  is,  you  can't 
get  a  handle  on  us,  we  aren't  overtly  feminist,  we  aren't 


the  early  days  of  “performing  out,"  they  suffered  abuse  from  overtly  gay,  at  least  I  don't  think  we're  overtly  gay,  I  mean 


raucous  clubgoers,  the  type  who  go  out  to  drink  rather  than 
to  hear  a  particular  band. 

Trude:  .  .  .  they  take  us  a  lot  more  seriously  now.  I  remember 
the  first  gig  we  played  at  The  Space  [a  women's  bar  turned 
punk  club,  now  defunct].  It  was  great  but  it  was  horrendous, 
we  had  things  like  ten  jocks  came  in  and  they  were  rip¬ 
roaring  drunk  and  they  were  coming  up  there  [saying]  "Eat 
me,  eat  me”  and  my  aunt  and  uncle  were  sitting  in  the  back 
...  it  was  real  funny  .  .  . 

Marcia:  Men  would  come  up  to  us  and  say,  "Oh,  you  wear 
rubber  suits." 

Trude:  Some  people  still  think  that  .  .  .  lately,  the  only  sexist 
thing  that  happened  was  when  the  Plasmatics  were  playing 
one  night  that  we  were  playing  the  Underground  and  the 
crowd  let  out  afterwards  .  .  .  and  all  these  people  that  were 


we  aren't,  some  of  us  are,  some  of  us  aren't,  it  has 
absolutely  no  input  into  our  music. 

Deni:  I  mean  basically  yes,  obviously  our  sexuality  makes  us 
some  things  but  in  a  way  everything's  just  filtered  to  our  sex, 
and  the  fact  that  we  are  women  really  in  a  sense  has  a  lot  to 
do  with  whatever  else  we  do  in  our  lives,  so  obviously  it's 
going  to  shape  our  music  and  it's  going  to  shape  everything 
that  we  do  in  a  lot  of  ways. 

Later,  however,  Deni  showed  that  she  feels  there  is  a 
strong  link  between  being  gay  and  being  a  punk  rocker. 

Deni:  I  think  that  a  lot  of  people  in  the  gay  community  don’t 
realize  that  most  of  this  music  was,  and  the  scene  was  really 
founded  by  gays,  in  New  York,  in  England,  in  Boston.  I  mean 
very  heavily  because  just  face  it,  I  mean  gay  people  are  still 
alienated  in  society  to  a  very  large  extent,  sometimes  larger 

Continued  on  Page  13 
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Poetry 


Performing  Communication 


By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

Poetry  readings  are  a  kind  of 
entertainment.  When  a  group  of 
people  are  willing  to  listen  to  a 
poet,  I  think  that  the  poet  should 
strive  to  entertain  in  some  way; 
that  is,  the  poet  should  perform  in 
such  a  way  as  to  let  the  audience 
feel  fulfilled,  satisfied,  have  them 
know  that  their  time  has  not  been 
wasted.  (To  use  the  words  enter¬ 
tainment  and  perform  in 
conjunction  with  the  word  poetry, 
1  realize  that  I  may  have  bristled 
artistic  and/or  political  nerves  in 
some  readers;  however,  1  do  feel 
that  a  poet  owes  —  must  give 
something  —  to  an  audience.) 

Poet  Melanie  Kaye  is  also 
concerned  about  poetry  as 
performance.  In  the  opening  pages 
of  her  book,  We  Speak  In  Code, 
Melanie  comments  on  perform¬ 
ance  as  something  many  poets 
(herself  included)  have  profited 
from.  She  says,  “Important 
women,  women  with  book  or 
books,  read  longer,  get  paid  more, 
are  flown  into  places  like 
Portland,  and  to  some  extent  get 
treated  like  stars.”  But  she 
maintains  that  performance 
should  not  close  off  the  dialogue 
that  is  poetry.  In  sharing  with 
other  women  —  hearing  their 
work  as  they  hear  hers  —  Melanie 
says  that  we  expand  ourselves, 
“our  experience  is  more  fully, 
more  accurately,  named,  explor¬ 
ed,  and  known.” 

When  Melanie  Kaye  gave  a 
reading  at  Boston’s  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  last  week,  she  opened 
with  a  poem  by  Sappho.  She  ex¬ 
plained  that  she  uses  this  poem  as 
a  warm-up  and  with  the  ancient 
origin  of  the  poem,  she  reminds  us 
of  the  long  tradition  of  women 
writing.  The  unique  factor  in 
reading  this  Sappho  poem  was 
that  Melanie  first  read  it  in 
English,  then  in  Greek.  She  joked 
that  she  studied  classics  in  school 
and  this  was  the  only  way  she  still 
got  to  use  that  training.  The  Greek 
version  was  lyrical,  enchanting; 
she  had  set  a  spell  for  the  evening. 

The  rest  of  the  poems  came 


mostly  from  her  new  book,  We 
Speak  In  Code.  They  are 
autobiographical,  autoemotional 
and  some  rely  on  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  classics  —  “Pandora’s 
Box”  draws  on  mythological 
images  and  celebrates  a  woman’s 
sex: 

Her  fingers  discovered  a 
noselike  button 

redfleshed  accordion  wings. 

She  heard  blood  echo 

down  satiny  halls. 

Other  poems  focused  on  her 
native  Brooklyn,  as  well  as  her 
Jewish  heritage.  Some  of  these 
poems  were  funny  (one  about 
being  “the  Dodgers’  first  woman 
pitcher”),  while  others  were 
harrowing  (one  reflecting  the  fear 
in  New  York  during  the  Son  of 
Sam  killings). 

Politics  play  an  important  part 
in  her  poetry,  although  her  work 
never  becomes  dry  or  rhetorical. 
One  poem, “The  Party,”  mentions 
old-time  activism  and,  to  a  degree, 
it  shows  why  women’s  partic¬ 
ipation  is  sometimes  belittled  and 
mocked  in  political  (straight, 
male,  lefty)  movements.  The  poem 
mentions  a  scene  in  which  a 
woman  is  addressing  a  huge  crowd 
at  an  antiwar  rally.  She  is  talking 
about  prostitution  in  Vietnam. 
Near  the  front  of  the  audience, 
two  immature  men,  spurred  by  her 
speech,  giggle  about  getting  some 
ass.  The  woman  -speaker  is  out¬ 
raged  and  screams,  “Wipe  that 
shitty  grin  off  your  face.” 
However,  the  rest  of  the  audience 
is  unaware  of  the  disturbance  up 
front  and,  for  them,  the  woman 
speaker  seemingly  has  just  lapsed 
into  some  kind  of  temporary  in¬ 
sanity. 

Melanie  has  written  a  poem 
called  “Trojan,”  which  was 
inspired  by  women  who  occupied 
a  nuclear  power  plant  in  Portland, 
Oregon.  (Trojan  is  the  name  of  the 
plant.)  When  she  read  this  poem  at 
the  Glad  Day  reading,  she  dedic¬ 
ated  it  to  the  women  who  will  be 
involved  in  an  action  against 
militarism,  a  demonstration  that  is 


planned  for  the  Pentagon  in  mid- 
November. 

One  of  Melanie’s  greatest 
concerns  is  the  movement  to  end 
violence  against  women.  This  is 
reflected  in  her  Son  of  Sam  piece, 
as  well  as  a  poem  called  “Heat¬ 
wave,”  dedicated  to  two  women 
who  burned  their  husbands.  I 
remember  one  of  these  true 
incidents.  I  was  working  in  a 
factory  at  the  time  and  this  par¬ 
ticular  story  was  famous.  A 
woman,  who  had  been  constantly 
beaten,  threatened  and  humiliated 
by  her  husband,  lived  in  total  fear 
of  him,  afraid  that  he  would  again 
not  only  lash  out  at  her  but  harm 
their  children  too.  She  retaliated, 
after  years  of  abuse,  by  setting  fire 
to  his  sickbed  as  he  lay  in  it,  unable 
to  move.  My  factory  co-workers 
and  I  were  stunned  by  the  story, 
but  among  us  there  hummed  a 
kind  of  relief  at  knowing  a  woman 
had  finally  fought  back.  (The 
woman  was  acquitted  of  all  crim¬ 
inal  charges  that  had  been  brought 
against  her  after  her  husband’s 
death.) 

One  of  the  final  poems  Melanie 

Television 


Just  the 

By  Steve  Owens,  LAGMA 

Mario  Thomas  may  have  had  to 
be  “gay  and  bubbly”  for  the 
filming  of  “That  Girl,”  but  as  the 
host  of  “Facts  for  Girls”  (a  sex- 
education  installment  of  CBS’ 
“The  Body  Human”  aimed  at 
young  women  and  scheduled  to  air 
October  7)  she  plays  the  strictly 
heterosexual  “Everygirl”  who  in¬ 
troduces  puberty  to  middle  Amer¬ 
ica. 

“Facts  for  Girls”  is  CBS’ 
pathetic  attempt  to  provide 
information  on  sexuality  to  young 
women.  As  sex-education,  the 
half-hour  program’s  format  is  a 
rap  session  with  Mario  Thomas 
and  three  girls  from  Lebanon, 


read  that  night  was  “Sign.”  Also 
based  on  a  true  story,  it  tells  of 
how  two  deaf-mute  women  used 
sign  language  to  escape  from  some 
potential  rapists.  Look  at 
Melanie’s  words:  “.  .  .  fear/  is 
not  useful;/  doing  nothing/  is  also 
dangerous.  .  .’’These  little  bits  of 
wisdom  and  shared  confidences 
are  stitched  into  much  of  her 
work. 

Perhaps  Melanie’s  most  wide¬ 
spread  poem  is  “Amazons.”  It 
first  appeared  in  Conditions  2 
where  it  was  seen  by  science  fiction 
writer,  Jessica  Amanda  Salmon- 
son.  Ms.  Salmonson,  in  turn, 
wrote  to  Melanie  requesting  to  use 
the  poem  in  her  anthology  (also 
called)  Amazons)  which  focuses 
on  heroic  female  characters. 

Returning  to  the  issue  of  poetry 
as  entertainment/performance,  I 
must  say  that  I  was  very  pleased 
with  Melanie’s  work  and  her 
reading.  Despite  the  intense  theme 
of  much  of  her  poetry,  Melanie  is 
a  careful  poet  and  does  not 
bombard  the  reader/listener  with 
prolonged  political  pressure.  She 
speaks  succinctly  and,  at  times. 


Ohio  focusing  on  the  changes  their 
bodies  and  minds  went  through 
during  puberty.  Animation  is  used 
to  graphically  detail  physical 
changes  while  Mario  discusses  the 
causes  of  puberty  and  pregnancy. 

Surely  the  young  women  who 
are  the  program’s  participants  and 
the  planned  audience  will  have 
little  new  to  learn  with  regard  to 
periods  and  pregnancy.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  “Facts  for  Girls”  does  not 
begin  to  deal  with  birth  control. 
The  discussion  of  a  pregnant  tenth 
grader  could  have  naturally  led  to 
a  discussion  of  teen-age  sex  and 
the  need  for  birth  control.  The 
issue  was  side-stepped  however,  by 
mentioning  that  the  physical  de- 


Melanie  Kaye  at 
Glad  Day  Bookstore 

manages  to  inject  a  bit  of  levity. 
She  satisfies  her  audience  with 
mellow  charm.  It  was  the  most 
enjoyable  reading  I  have  been  to  in 
many  months. 

We  Speak  In  Code 
by  Melanie  Kaye 

Available  from 
Motheroot  Publications,  Inc. 
Anne  Pride 
214  Dewey  St. 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15218 


velopment  for  child  rearing  does 
not  coincide  with  the  mental  and 
social  development  necessary  to 
raise  a  child.  The  implication  is 
that  the  only  solution  to  sexual 
precociousness  is  celibacy.  Un¬ 
mentioned  too  is  the  danger  of 
venereal  disease. 

These  omissions  seem  especially 
glaring  since  the  program  appears 
to  place  such  emphasis  on  rela¬ 
tionships  with  boys.  Throughout 
the  program  there  are  scenes  of 
girls  dancing  with  boys,  cruising 
with  boys,  canoeing  with  boys, 
etc.  Much  emphasis  is  placed  on 
dating,  the  first  kiss,  and  finding 
the  “special”  boy.  Apparently  the 
Continued  on  Page  11 


“Straight”  Facts 


Theatre 


Bluefish  Cove  Reopens 


Last  Summer 
At  Bluefish  Cove 

Written  by  Jane  Chambers 
Directed  by  Nyla  Lyon 
Set  Design  by  Michael  C.  Smith 
Lighting  by  Carol  B.  Sea  ley 
Costumes  by  Joyce  Ostrin 
Re-opening  Oct.  7,  Vandam 
Theater,  15  Vandam  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


Reviewed  by  M.  Daphne  Kutzer 

Last  Summer  At  Bluefish  Cove 
is  a  play  about  what  happens  to 
eight  women  at  a  lesbian  resort 
during  the  course  of  a  summer.  It 
is  subtitled  “a  lesbian  love  story,” 
and  for  two  of  the  women  this  is 
certainly  true.  They  fall  in  love 
with  each  other  —  madly  and  pas¬ 
sionately  and  perhaps  unwisely, 
but  happily.  It  is  also  true  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way  for  the  other  six 
women.  The  play  is  concerned 
with  what  may  be  less  exciting  but 
longer  lasting  than  passionate  love 
—  love  among  a  community  of 
women  who  consider  themselves 
“family,”:  the  kind  of  love  that 
makes  room  for  the  shortcomings 


as  well  as  for  the  strengths  of 
women,  a  love  that  is  flexible 
enough  to  allow  the  family  to 
expand  for  new  members  and  to 
contract  and  mourn  together  when 
a  member  is  lost. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  Bluefish 
Cove  is  a  lesbian  paradise.  The 
women  who  come  here  every  sum¬ 
mer  are  complex  and  often  dif¬ 
ficult  people.  They  tend  to  argue 
about  two  topics:  feminism  and 
sex.  Kitty  Cochran  (Dolores 
Kenan),  author  of  The  Female 
Sexual  Imperative  and  a  “figure¬ 
head  of  the  movement”  is  arro¬ 
gant,  closeted  and  paranoid  —  but 
beneath  it  all,  her  friends  know 
that  Kitty  is  brilliant,  strong,  and 
can  be  counted  on  to  come 
through,  and  for  her  part  Kitty 
knows  she  needs  her  friends  to 
keep  her  in  line.  Sue,  older  and 
wealthy,  is  jealous  and  possessive 
of  her  younger  lover  Donna,  who 
is  manipulative  and  interested  only 
in  Sue’s  money  and  Lil’s  body. 
The  group  puts  up  with  Donna  for 
Sue’s  sake,  and  gives  Sue  sym¬ 
pathy  as  well  as  advice  on  why  she 
should  dump  Donna.  There  may 
be  bickering  and  arguing  and  even 
jealousy  among  these  women,  but 


always  beneath  it  there  is  love  and 
a  sense  of  humor.  This  group  will 
need  both,  because  one  of  its 
members  has  cancer  and  may  not 
live  to  the  end  of  the  summer. 

In  the  opening  act  of  the  play, 
we  meet  the  seven  regular  visitors 
to  the  Cove  and  a  newcomer,  Eva, 
who  has  stumbled  in  unaware 
that  it  is  a  gay  resort.  Lil,  the  first 
of  the  women  she  meets,  assumes 
she  is  gay  and  invites  her  to  a 
party,  discovering  too  late  that 
Eva  is  —  or  appears  to  be  — 
straight.  The  party  scene  is  filled 
with  wonderful  and  witty  interplay 
on  several  levels,  as  Eva  asks  per¬ 
fectly  innocent  questions  —  “Are 
you  married?”  —  and  the  les¬ 
bians,  none  of  whom  want  to  hurt 
her  or  blow  Kitty’s  cover,  try  to 
(literally)  keep  their  faces  straight. 

Bluefish  Cove  is  a  play  that,  by 
nature  of  its  form  and  content, 
faces  the  danger  of  falling  into  the 
depths  of  melodrama  or  (like  The 
Boys  in  the  Band)  of  confining 
itself  to  stereotypical  views  of  gay 
life.  That  it  does  neither  is  a  credit 
to  the  playwright,  the  director, 
and  most  of  all  the  eight  actresses 
—  Jean  Smart,  Carolyn  Cope, 
Dolores  Kenan,  Aphroditi  Kolait- 


is,  Madeline  Welsing,  Janet  Mor¬ 
rison,  Elizabeth  Wingate,  and 
Stephanie  Rula.  An  earlier  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  play  had  an  overly 
melodramatic  second  act  and  a 
closing  line  that  was  worthy  of  the 
worst  of  pulp  “women’s”  fiction. 
The  act  has  since  been  signifi¬ 
cantly  revised  and  is  now  moving 
without  being  sentimental  or 
bathetic.  It  touches  genuine 
human  emotion  rather  than  rely¬ 
ing  on  tapping  automatic  reflexes 
in  the  tear  ducts.  Nor  do  the  char¬ 
acters  ever  come  across  as  being 
stereotypes.  Chambers  does  pre¬ 
sent  us  with  a  cross-section  of  les¬ 
bian  lifestyles  that  includes  “old 
married  couples”  as  well  as  “alley 
cats,”  a  lesbian  mother  as  well  as  a 
sculptor  who  says  she  was  playing 
doctor  with  little  girls  in  kinder¬ 
garten,  women  who  are  closeted  as 
well  as  women  who  are  open.  Yet 
due  to  Lyon’s  balanced  and  re¬ 
strained  direction  and  the  skill  of 
the  cast,  we  never  once  feel  that  we 
are  looking  at  stock  characters. 
Each  of  them  is  subtle  and  com¬ 
plex,  and  we  are  always  aware  that 
there  is  much  more  to  them  than 
we  will  get  to  know  in  the  course 
of  the  play.  Two  of  the  actresses  in 


particular  —  Jean  Smart  as  Lil  and 
Aphroditi  Kolaitis  as  Annie  —  are 
superb.  Watching  them  doesn’t 
feel  like  watching  acting;  it  feels 
like  watching  women  one  knows 
live  their  lives.  The  talent  of  the 
cast  is  what  really  carries  this  play 
along,  making  us  feel  at  the  end 
that  not  only  are  the  women  on  the 
stage  a  family,  but  that  we,  too, 
have  become  part  of  the  family  cir¬ 
cle. 

Bluefish  Cove  is  a  production  of 
the  Glines,  a  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tion  devoted  to  the  promotion  of 
gay  art.  It  was  originally  to  have 
had  a  limited  engagement  as  part 
of  the  First  Gay  American  Arts 
Festival  in  New  York  this  past 
May  and  June,  but  proved  so 
popular  that  its  run  was  extended 
indefinitely  at  the  Mainstage  Two. 
However,  the  theater  was  recently 
closed  by  Fire  Department  offi¬ 
cials  for  safety  violations  and 
failure  to  have  a  certificate  of  oc- 
cupany.  To  raise  the  $25,000 
needed  to  move  to  the  larger  Van¬ 
dam  Theater,  producers  John 
Glines  and  Lawrence  Lane  are  sell¬ 
ing  shares  in  the  play.  For  more 
information  contact  Lawrence 
Lane  at  (212)  522-5567. 


Susan  Fleischmann 
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Lesbian  AA  Conference  to  Convene 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

“When  I  finally  admitted  to 
myself  that  1  was  alcoholic,  that  1 
needed  help,  I  went,  kicking  and 
screaming,  to  Alcoholics  Ano¬ 
nymous  (AA).  How  can  a  radical 
lesbian  go  into  AA,  which  is  God 
and  man  and  Christianity?  I  made 
a  list  of  pros  and  cons  and  brought 
them  to  the  group  leader.  She 
finally  said  that  she  respected  my 
issues,  but  wouldn’t  it  be  much 
easier  to  deal  with  not  drinking 
with  other  women  who  were  hav¬ 
ing  to  work  as  hard  as  I  was?  That 
made  such  an  effect  on  my  life. 
Right  then  I  said,  you’re  right,  it’s 
hard  work,  I  don’t  want  to  do  it  by 
myself  anymore.” 

The  speaker  is  a  woman  who  is 
working  on  the  Northeast  Lesbian 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  confer¬ 
ence,  to  be  held  the  weekend  of 
October  10-12  in  Boston.  The 
conference  will  be  the  largest 
known  lesbian  AA  conference, 
with  participants  expected  from 
many  parts  of  the  country.  It 
signifies  the  growing  support 
systems  for  alcoholics  and  other 
“chemical-abusers”  in  the  lesbian 
and  women’s  communities 
throughout  the  U.S.  Thousands  of 
lesbians  have  experienced  and 
appreciated  the  assignment  of 


Straight  Facts 

Continued  from  Page  10 
producers  could  envision  no  fu¬ 
ture  for  these  women  save  as  safely 
married  to  a  man. 

The  images  of  women,  while 
they  are  not  with  men,  are  those 
traditionally  associated  with 
women.  There  are  scenes  of  ballet 
lessons  or  of  women  listening  to 
music  indoors  with  their  girl¬ 
friends.  No  mention  of  career  pos¬ 
sibilities  is  made. 

Needless  to  say,  CBS’  sexist 
view  of  women  assumes  hetero¬ 
sexuality.  There  is  no  mention  of 
the  existence  of  lesbianism,  let 
alone  a  discussion  of  it.  Although 
it  has  been  demonstrated  that 
young  people  know  little  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  aside  from  the  stereo¬ 
types,  CBS  neglected  to  use  this 
opportunity  to  provide  some  very 
necessary  information.  Also 
disturbing  is  the  choice  of  the 
three  participants  who  are  all 
white,  middle  class,  and  live  in  a 
small  town. 

Realistically,  as  a  half-hour 
show,  it  would  have  been  impos¬ 
sible  for  “Facts  for  Girls”  to  have 
dealt  seriously  with  birth  control 
or  lesbianism.  Nevertheless,  their 
omission  makes  the  show  of  very 
lmited  value.  I  suspect  that  CBS 
neglected  to  include  a  discussion 


Continued  from  Page  3 

Spencer  also  commented  on  the 
conservatism  in  the  area.  “The 
bookburning  surprises  me  a  lot 
less  than  it  would  have  a  year  ago 
—  there  is  a  definite  upsurge  of 
that  right  here.  As  well,  this  area 
is  rather  conservative,  especially 
the  English  community.  Anglo¬ 
phones  are  a  privileged  minority 
within  French  Quebec  and  are 
paranoid  about  losing  that  status. 
So  the  area  is  slightly  like  the 
[American]  ‘Deep  South’  —  cul- 


“chemical-free  space”  at  the 
Michigan  Women’s  Music  Festival 
and  other  Concerts.  But  more  than 
an  occasional  recognition  of  the 
needs  of  recovering  alcoholics  is 
necessary,  and,  in  Boston,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  many  other  cities,  on¬ 
going  programs  such  as  lesbian 
AA  groups,  chemical-free  dances, 
parties,  and  softball  teams  are 
helping  many  women  to  recognize 
and  deal  with  the  disease  of 
alcoholism  in  themselves  and 
others  close  to  them. 

“The  disease  of  alcoholism  is  a 
family  system  kind  of  disease. 
Even  if  we’re  into  alternative 
relationships,  it  still  has  an  effect 
on  the  relationship  —  the  woman 
that’s  trying  to  stay  sober,  and  the 
woman  that’s  relating  to  her.  This 
can  be  lovers,  it  can  be  mother  and 
daughter,  it  can  be  friends.  It 
affects  everyone.” 

This  speaker  asked  me  not  to 
use  her  name,  because  she  feels 
that  this  may  help  other  women 
wondering  about  their  own  drink¬ 
ing.  “If  it  doesn’t  have  a  name, 
and  it  maybe  sounds  like  them, 
sometimes  that’s  a  real  connecting 
link.  Also,  in  the  close-knit  lesbian 
community,  if  you  know  that  per¬ 
son  by  name  you  can  just  say, 
“Oh,  so  that’s  her  problem,” 


instead  of  thinking  it  might  be  you 
or  someone  you  care  about. 

Why  are  AA  and  other  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  lesbian  community 
needed  by  the  sober  alcoholic? 
“To  stop  drinking  and  live  in  the 
social  world  was  very  hard  for  me. 
My  last  year  of  drinking  I  got  more 
isolated.  When  I  sobered  up  I 
didn’t  have  anybody.  I  had  alien¬ 
ated  people,  but  I  also  felt  very 
alone.  I’d  been  drinking  for  10 
years,  and  I  didn’t  know  how  to 
live  in  the  world  without  drinking. 
I  felt  very  raw,  crabby  and 
depressed  and  a  lot  more  scared. 
My  coping,  my  friend,  my  bumper 
against  the  world  was  gone.  As 
someone  who  started  drinking 
young,  I  had  to  learn  how  to  make 
adult  decisions  —  all  that  I  didn’t 
learn  as  a  teenager  because  I  was 
drinking.  I  have  been  learning  that 
I  don’t  have  to  drink,  that  my  life 
won’t  fall  apart  sober.  In  AA, 
there’s  a  lot  of  women  around  to 
help  me  out.” 

Because  the  main  purpose  of 
AA  is  to  help  people  stay  sober,  it 
does  not  sponsor  special  interest 
groups.  However,  it  is  supportive 
of  such  groups,  and  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  call  their  local  AA 
Central  Services  will  be  referred  to 
gay  or  lesbian  groups  if  they  exist 


taining,  it  does  not  go  far  enough. 

It  probably  would  be  useful  for 
CBS  to  get  feedback  on  the 
program’s  failings.  “Facts  for 
Girls”  is  being  shown  on  CBS 
affiliates  at  4pm  on  October  7.  A 
companion  program  for  boys, 
“Facts  for  Boys,”  is  planned  for 
airing  November  6.  Comments 
about  the  program  should  be  sent 
to:  Audience  Services,  CBS  Inc., 
51  West  52nd  Street,  New  York, 
NY  10019. 


events,  Spencer  told  GCN  that, 
“the  sensationalism  of  the  burn¬ 
ing  has  tended  to  cloud  the  issue 
of  homosexuality.  It  has  caused  a 
panic  among  gays;  their  reaction 
is  to  go  back  into  the  closet.” 

Westman  also  commented  on 
this.  “We  have  been  accused  of 
doing  the  gay  movement  more 
harm  than  good,  proving  that 
coming  out  will  get  you  beaten  up 
and  arouse  homophobic  hysteria. 
And  —  it  is  not  a  welcoming 
atmosphere.  Most  members  of  the 
small  gay  group  feel  they  could  do 
more  elsewhere  where  there  is  less 
of  a  threat  on  their  personal 
lives.” 

Corry  was  less  fatalistic.  “This 
kind  of  thing  shows  the  import¬ 
ance  of  group  strength.  As  indi¬ 
vidual  organizers  without  a  group 
we  will  remain  ‘whipping  boys’, 
martyrs  to  the  cause.  It  is  a  hard 
step,  to  get  that  first  showing  of 
group  strength,  but  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  that  it  will  happen  with  per¬ 
sistence.” 


in  their  area.  Do  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  differ  from  other  AA 
groups?  “You  use  the  same 
program  to  stay  sober.  But  there’s 
more  openness  and  frankness  to 
talk' about  ourselves.  I  have  been 
open  about  my  lesbianism  at  some 
straight  AA  groups,  but  not  at 
others.  You  have  to  be  cautious 
about  not  buying  into  sexist 
rhetoric.  Having  a  balance  of  both 
straight  and  lesbian  meetings  is 
working  for  me  now.  I’d  like  more 
lesbian  groups,  but  I  go  to  a 
meeting  every  day.” 

Although  programs  for  lesbian 
alcoholics  are  increasing  now, 
their  presence  is  not  nearly  enough 
to  meet  the  need  for  them 
throughout  the  country.  The  most 
successful  programs,  such  as  AA, 
have  been  organized  by  alcoholics 
themselves.  “In  terms  of  a  grand 
scale  of  reaching  out,  for  myself 
that’s  real  hard  to  do.  The  disease 
of  alcoholism  is  very  consuming  — 
and  that’s  not  a  pun.  It’s  con¬ 
suming  even  sober.  It’s  a  daily 
struggle.  Getting  angry  at  some¬ 
thing  and  not  being  able  to  express 
it,  like  in  political  work,  is  very 
hard  for  me  sober.  When  I  was 
drinking,  I  could  do  a  lot  more 
political  work,  and  wol  f  down  a 
few  more  drinks.  But  what  I  now 
know  sober  is  that  I  wasn’t  really 
feeling  a  lot  of  the  stuff  that  goes 
into  doing  political  work.  I  know 
that  I’m  going  to  be  able  to  do 
more  things,  the  longer  I  stay 
sober.  One  of  the  basic  mottoes  of 
AA  is  “First  things  first.”  That 
means  for  me,  staying  sober.  If 
other  things  come  out  of  it,  and 
the  side  effect  of  a  group  of 
lesbians  staying  sober  is  a  confer¬ 
ence  like  this,  well  that’s  the  cream 
on  the  cake.” 


Programs  for  alcoholics  have 
also  been  enjoyed  by  other 
women.  In  Boston,  the  chemical- 
free  dances  produced  by  Amethyst 
Women  have  been  popular  with 
the  whole  lesbian  community. 
“When  women  choose  to  be  there 
instead  of  the  bar,  I  feel  very 
supported.  Maybe  that’s  very  self- 
centered  of  me,  but  I  really 
appreciate  it.  It  fells  terrific, 
especially  knowing  that  other 
women  understand  the  disease  and 
that  its  hard  not  to  drink.” 

A  chemical-free  dance,  open  to 
all  women,  will  take  place  Sat¬ 
urday  night  during  the  NELAA 
conference.  There  will  be 
workshops  on  many  topics  includ¬ 
ing  “fear  vs.  faith:”  dealing  with 
women  who  are  still  drinking; 
detaching  from  your  alcoholic 
family;  and  the  relationship  of 
alcohol  and  physical  abuse  in 
lesbian  relationships.  Workshops 
are  open  toalcoholicsand  women 
whose  lives  have  been  affected  by 
alcohol.  AA  and  Al-Anon  meet¬ 
ings  will  be  held  continuously 
during  the  conference.  The  con¬ 
ference  starts  Friday,  October  10, 
at  7  pm  at  the  UMass  Downtown 
campus,  100  Arlington  Street, 
near  the  Arlington  subway  station. 
Signs  reading  “NELAA”  will 
indicate  specific  rooms.  The  cost  is 
$15,  but  more  or  less  will  be 
accepted.  For  more  information, 
write  to  NELAA,  Box  83,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA. 
02108.  Other  recommended  serv¬ 
ices  in  the  Boston  area  are 
CASPAR  Women’s  Services, (61 7) 
661-6020,  and  Amethyst  Women, 
whose  events  are  publicized  in 
GCN,  Equal  Times,  and  flyers. 
Outside  of  Boston,  contact  your 
local  AA  Central  Services. 


Book-Burnings 


earning  OUT 

As  lesbians  and  gay  men,  we  all  share  the  experience  of  coming  out. 
Some  of  our  stories  are  joyous  while  others  are  filled  with  pain,  but  all 
touch  our  lives  in  some  way.  For  these  reasons,  I  hope  to  begin  a  new 
column  at  GCN  dealing  with  your  coming  out  stories.  If  you  would  be 
interested  in  sharing  your  story  with  us,  please  send  it  to  us.  Keep  it 
short:  limit  the  story  to  three  double-spaced  type- written  pages.  1  will 
choose  those  which  I  feel  are  of  greatest  interest  to  our  readers.  Even  if 
you  have  never  written  in  your  life,  try  your  hand.  Send  all  stories  to: 
Coming  Out,  Features  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


of  birth  control  for  fear  of 
alienating  conservative  parents. 
Already  “Facts  for  Girls”  has 
been  criticized  by  feminists  and 
Planned  Parenthood  for  its  omis¬ 
sions  and  stereotypes.  Doubtless 
CBS  will  receive  flak  from  groups 
who  feel  that  sex  education  has  no 
place  on  television.  I  think  sex 
education  could  have  a  place  on 
tv,  but  only  in  a  more  serious  in- 
depth  discussion  that  touches  all 
the  issues  of  teen-age  sexuality. 
While  “Facts  for  Girls”  is  slickly 
produced  and  somewhat  enter- 


turally  and  socially,  somewhat 
backwards. 

“An  example  of  this  .  .  .  The 
Record,  the  only  English  daily 
here,  is  so  right-wing  it  would 
raise  your  hair.  One  editorial  they 
had  was  inciting  people  to 
violence  against  a  certain  strike 
picket  line.  It’s  not  surprising  that 
the  paper  failed  to  cover  the  book¬ 
burning  until  after  the  national 
networks  had  picked  it  up.” 

Asked  whether  he  thought  any¬ 
thing  good  could  come  of  recent 


Jazz  Supper  Club 
3  Appleton  St. 
Boston,  MA 
423-3652 

Now!  Valet  Parking 

Last  nights  Saturday  &  Sunday  Oct.  4  &  5 

Professor  Irwin  Corey 

"v,oild  ^moUs 
Columbus  Day  special 
Saturday  &  Sunday  Oct.  11  &  12 

Maynard  Ferguson 
Orchestra 

"Ferguson's  band  is  a  powerhouse!'' 

— John  S.  Wilson,  N.Y.  Times 
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Committee  to  Elect  Jim  McDonald.  Box  242, 310  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 10. 
John  W.  Sears,  Chairman 
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Thank  You 

State  Representative 

Sal  DiMasi 


Expresses  his  sincere  thanks  to  the 
voters  of  Wards  3  &8 
For  their  overwhelming  support 
in  the  Sept.  16  Primary  Election 

RAID  FOR  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  RE-ELECT  SAL  DiMASI 
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Grammar  School 
Heartbreaks  Remembered 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Throughout  grammar  school, 
with  the  exception  of  Anita  (you 
should  excuse  the  expression)  Zig- 
ler,  whose  excellent  marks  kept 
pace  with  my  own  and  whose 
father  ran  a  gas  station  and  kept 
chickens  which  fascinated  me  (the 
chickens,  not  the  gas  station),  I 
didn’t  bother  with  any  of  the  other 
children.  I  reserved  my  affection¬ 
ate  interests  for  several  of  the 
teachers  some  of  whom  were 
among  my  earliest  crushes. 

In  3A  (the  classes  were  divided 
into  an  A,  which  was  the  first 
semester,  and  B,  the  second  se¬ 
mester)  I  had  a  beautiful,  tall, 
willowy,  blonde  teacher  named 
Elizabeth  Fish  who  made  my 
child’s  heart  flutter.  I  was  so 
absorbed  in  my  own  thoughts,  one 
day,  that  she  had  to  call  my  name 
three  times  before  I  came  out  of 
my  fog  and  answered  her.  She  said 
something  then  that  humiliated 
me,  wounding  so  deeply,  that  to 
this  day  I  remember  how  stung  I 
felt,  though  I  do  not  remember  her 
words.  And  I  still  remember  Miss 
Fish. 

It  is  funny  how  such  early  im¬ 
pressions  remain  more  vivid  than 
what  happened  yesterday  or  last 
month.  Sometimes  I  think  I  am 
becoming  senile  with  remember¬ 
ing,  but  I  am  willing  to  bet  that 
children  still  feel  the  same  sense  of 
isolation  from  their  peers  and  the 
same  enormous  tug  toward  some 
of  their  teachers. 

Maybe  they  don’t  all  wind  up 
being  gay,  but  looking  back,  I  see 
how  so  much  of  this  early  experi¬ 
ence  would  have  been  easily  ex¬ 
plained  as  incipient  gayness.  I  felt 
different  from  the  other  children 
because  I  was  different  from 
them.  I  was  drawn  toward  certain 
of  my  teachers  because  they  ex¬ 
hibited  qualities  that  I  would  later 
seek  out  in  other  women  and/or 
try  to  develop  in  myself. 

The  pity  is  that  we  have  to  go 
through  so  much  emotional 
trauma  just  to  find  ourselves. 
Perhaps  we  should  indeed  push 
for  sensible  discussion  of  alter¬ 
native  lifestyles  during  the  primary 
grades.  Obviously  this  would  meet 
with  tremendous  resistance,  but  it 
would  serve  a  valuable  purpose, 
and  someday,  if  and  when  the 
world  is  more  grown  up  than  it  is 
today,  such  educative  experiences 
will  be  a  matter  of  routine. 


While  in  grammar  school,  I  had 
a  tremendous  and  long-lasting 
crush  on  one  of  the  gym  teachers. 
She  was  vibrant  and  cheerful  (I  was 
a  very  dour  youth)  and  had  flash¬ 
ing  white  teeth  in  an  always-sun- 
burned  face.  Her  hair  was  raven- 
black  and  feather-cut  and  she 
wore  short,  pleated  cotton  jump¬ 
ers  over  light  colored  blouses. 

Miss  K.  always  laughed  at  me 
because  I  was  born  to  be  the  worst 
gym  student  in  the  world.  I  was 
impossible  in  everything  but  soft- 
ball,  and  then  I  wasn’t  exactly  a 
tiger,  but  we’ll  save  my  physical 
education  catastrophes  for  some 
other  time.  It  is  sufficient  to  say 
that,  since  I  had  gym  all  through 
grammar  school,  I  came  in  contact 
with  this  same  woman  for  many 
years,  and  for  almost  all  of  them,  I 
wanted,  unavailingly,  to  be 
“friends.” 

Somewhere  around  the  seventh 
grade  a  music  teacher  arrived  on 
the  scene,  and  she  figured  in  my 
heroic  fantasies.  She  was  a  short, 
slight,  ordinary  looking  Italian- 
American  woman,  but  I  loved 
music  all  my  life,  and  there  was 
something  about  her  that  capti¬ 
vated  me.  I  dreamt  endlessly  of 
rescuing  her,  a  la  the  “knight  in 
shining  armor”  aboard  the 
splendid  white  horse.  The  fact  that 
I  had  no  armor  and  couldn’t  even 
ride  a  pony,  let  alone  a  horse, 
didn’t  bother  me. 

Later,  much  later,  I  learned  that 
both  the  music  teacher  and  the 
gym  teacher  were  gay,  and  they 
certainly  were  friends  with  each 
other  when  I  was  in  school.  I  do 
not  know  if  their  relationship  was 
an  intimate  one,  but  what  interests 
me  now  is  that  my  child’s  emo¬ 
tions  had  picked  out  individuals 
who  were  truly  simpatico,  though 
none  of  us  knew  it  then. 

Even  the  men  I  was  particularly 
drawn  to  turned  out  to  be  gay.  I 
was  wild  about  the  man  who 
taught  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
science.  He  looked  much  like  the 
actor  Robert  Stack,  and  I  thought 
he  was  wonderul.  He  resented  the 
fact  that  a  girl  (me)  got  the  best 
marks  in  his  class,  but  I  thought 
nothing  of  that.  When  I  was 
graduating  from  high  school, 
years  later,  I  found  out  that  he  was 
very  close  friends  with  the  teacher 
I  had  had  for  my  last  year  of  high 
school  French.  That  information 
didn’t  penetrate  my  consciousness 


until  even  later  when  I  began  to  see 
the  relevance  of  many  early  child¬ 
hood  and  adolescent  experiences. 

I  really  do  believe  that  there  is  a 
kind  of  animal  magnetism  that 
draws  children  toward  people  who 
share  something  deeply  significant 
with  them.  Perhaps  I  am  wrong, 
but  perhaps,  on  the  other  hand, 
many  others  have  had  experiences 
similar  to  mine. 

While  I  was  developing  intellec¬ 
tually,  I  was  very  lonely,  and  made 
“friends”  with  a  woman  who  in 
those  days  was  referred  to  as  an 
“old  maid.”  I  don’t  know  how 
old  she  was  then,  probably  well 
under  thirty,  but  she  was  plain, 
and  austere  (a  minister’s 
daughter),  teaching  seventh  grade 
spelling  and  math  and,  no  doubt, 
dreaming  dreams  never  to  be 
fulfilled.  I  was  allowed  to  come 
home  with  her  occasionally 
because  her  house  was  close  to 
school. 

I  remember  doing  dishes  in  her 
kitchen.  I  don’t  know  if  she  was 
kinky  or  just  curious  or  kindly, 
but  our  conversation  consisted 
mainly  of  my  telling  her  how  much 
I  “loved”  the  gym  teacher  and  the 
music  teacher.  Miss  C.  gave  no 
advice  as  far  as  I  can  remember. 
She  just  let  me  talk.  I  did  not  have 
a  crush  on  her;  I  considered  her 
my  equal. 

Grammar  school  was  liberally 
larded  with  memorable  characters, 
one  of  whom  was  the  art  teacher,  a 
plump  red-head  who  loved  the 
color  green  more  than  life  itself,  I 
sometimes  believed.  Everything 
she  wore  was  either  entirely  green 
or  had  green  in  it  prominently. 
Most  impressive  of  all,  however, 
were  her  green  fingernails.  At  that 
time,  no  one  wore  anything  but 
shades  of  pink  or  red,  so  the  green 
nail  polish  Miss  H.  wore  remains 
in  my  memory  as  outstanding. 

Miss  H.  taught  a  class  which  I 
regularly  failed.  Next  to  gym,  art 
was  my  worst  subject.  On  the 
strength  of  my  handwriting,  or 
rather  the  weakness  of  it,  Miss  H. 
was  able  to  bring  my  grades  down 
far  enough  for  me  to  graduate 
third  instead  of  first  where  I  would 
have  been  if  our  academic  marks 
alone  were  counted. 

My  parents  speculated  that  my 
being  Jewish  was  the  real  reason 
for  the  downgrading.  I  will  never, 
never  know.  Such  a  question  mark 
Continued  on  Page  13 
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Sector  27  is  “Not  Ready” 


Sector  27 

“Not  Ready” 

b/w  “Can ’t  Keep  A  way  ’  ’ 

Panic  Records  (British  Import) 
Produced  by  Steve  Lillywhite 

Reviewed  by  Porter  Mortell 

Following  the  release  of  their 
second  album,  TRB  Two  and  a 
U.S.  concert  tour  in  1979,  the  Tom 
Robinson  Band  disbanded.  Since 
that  time  Robinson  has  helped 
form  a  new  band,  Sector  27,  with 
Jo  Burt,  Derek  Quinton  and  Stevie 
B.  They  have  just  released  their 
first  single,  “Not  Ready,”  and 
their  first  album  is  forthcoming. 

“Not  Ready”  is  a  poor  preview 
for  a  new  group.  It  demonstrates 
all  the  qualities  of  a  band  that, 
ironically,  is  “not  ready”  to  per¬ 
form  publicly  or  record  just  yet. 
The  musicians  are  struggling 
against  each  other  when  they 
should  be  producing  a  tight,  clean 
and  crisp  sound.  The  guitars 


sound  muddled,  the  percussion  is 
rather  faint  and  unimaginative. 
Robinson  screeches  his  lyrics  — 
not  because  his  message  is  par¬ 
ticularly  compelling  —  but  in 
order  to  be  heard  above  Burt’s, 
Quinton’s  and  Stevie  B.’s  plod¬ 
ding,  thick-sounding  noise. 

The  flip  side,  “Can’t  Keep 
Away,”  redeems  Sector  27’s  repu¬ 
tation.  It  is  an  unpretentious, 
direct  and  clear-sounding  tune. 
The  bass  and  drums  blend  smooth¬ 
ly  with  Robinson’s  less  frantic 
singing  to  express  the  anguish  of  a 
man  who  “can’t  keep  away”  from 
train  station  tearoom  activity.  This 
is  a  gay  song  unlike  any  of  his 
others  to  be  found  on  Power  in  the 
Darkness  or  TRB  Two. 

“Can’t  Keep  Away”  won’t  be¬ 
come  a  gay  anthem  like  “Glad  To 
Be  Gay”  or  a  message  of  love  set 
to  music  like  “Black  Angel.”  And 
it  is  neither  embarrassingly  self¬ 
consciously  gay  or  political  —  in¬ 
dicative  of  the  differing  focus  of 


Sector  27  from  TRB.  Interviewed 
by  New  Musical  Express  earlier 
this  summer,  Robinson  explained 
the  differences  between  the  two 
bands: 

What  we’re  trying  to  do  is  make 
the  music  and  words  a  whole  song 
rather  than  just  a  set  of  lyrics  with 
music  to  back  them.  We’re  trying 
to  say  something  by  the  totality  of 
music  and  words  that  couldn’t  be 
said  in  any  other  way  .  .  .  We 
hope  that  the  song  and  the  lyrics 
affect  you  at  more  than  an 
intellectual  level.  I’m  fed  up  with 
making  music  just  for  the  mind 
and  not  for  the  body. 

With  strong  musical  skill  to 
complement  intelligent  and  unaf¬ 
fected  lyrics,  Sector  27  has  a  rea¬ 
sonable  chance  for  critical  success. 
Certainly  Robinson  has  a  well- 
thought-out  notion  of  what  con¬ 
stitutes  good  music.  Now  it  is  just 
a  matter  of  waiting  to  see  if  he  and 
the  rest  of  Sector  27  can  translate 
these  ideas  successfully. 


Gay  Community  News,  October  11,  1980 


•  Page  13 


Bound  and  Gagged 


Continued  from  page  9 
than  others.  But  the  avant  garde 
arts  have  always  been  a  haven  for 
people  with  minds  who  want  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves,  who  are  dif¬ 
ferent,  who  set  themselves  apart, 
and  you  know  new  wave  music  is 
certainly  not  sexual;  it’s  just 
another  leading  edge  of  avant 
garde  art  .  .  .this  is  really  perfor- 
mable  music  —  very  accessible  in  a 
lot  of  ways  —  and  it  makes  a  lot  of 
sense  to  me  that  a  lot  of  the  people 
that  are  involved  in  the  scene  are 
gay  .  .  . 

Trade:  ...  I  think  it’s  important 
for  people  to  open  up  their  minds, 
you  know  .  .  .  it’s  hard  to  imagine 
that  gay  people  could  be  narrow¬ 
minded,  too,  because  being  gay  in 
itself  is  something  like  making  a 
statement  that  you  are  outside  of 
society  .  .  .  but  a  lot  of  the  gay 
people  are  very  narrow-minded.  I 
find  that. 

Marcia:  I  think  that  a  lot  of  the 
real  hefty-duty  feminist-separatist 
lesbian  types  that  are  so  —  when  I 
was  going  to  college  I  was  running 
into  people  like  this,  and  they  were 
just  incredibly  closed-minded  peo¬ 
ple  ..  .  very  dogmatic. 

Deni:  ...  As  Martha  said,  there’s 
no  way  that  we  all  act  or  that  we  all 
look,  so  that’s  not  something  to  be 
reckoned  with,  but  in  just  a  per¬ 
sonal  sense,  I  think  it  just  comes 
back  down  to  this  sense  of  in¬ 
dividualism  and  sort  of  rebellion, 
rebellion  against  a  sort  of  grey 
nowhere  where  everybody  is,  or 
seems  to  be.  And  I  don’t  mind  at 
all  identifying  with  various  groups 
of  people,  you  know,  I  fit  into  a 
lot  of  different  groups  of  people, 
if  I  want  to  really  think  about  it, 
cut  myself  up  into  pieces,  but  I 
would  rather  always  float  between 
them  all,  personally,  and  I  think  a 
lot  of  people  are  threatened  by 
that:  by  anybody  that  feels  that 
they  are  liberated  enough  to  stray 
away  from  the  safe  confines  of 
say,  “lesbian  behavior  in 
Boston,”  or  something  like  that. 
It’s  just  very  difficult  to  perceive, 
and  so  therefore  you’re  perceived 
as  the  enemy  somehow,  you’re  go¬ 
ing  to  take  away  everything  that 
they  worked  so  hard  to  build  up, 
and  on  the  contrary,  I  have  my 
own  bit  to  contribute  to  it,  instead 
of  trying  to  destroy  anybody  else’s 
anything. 

Marcia:  I  know  personally,  I  like 
not  being  all  that  cleanly  definable 
of  a  person,  you  know,  like  defy¬ 
ing  people’s  expectations  ...  I 
just  get  really  irritated  at  people 
who  assess  people  by  what  they 
should  be  conforming  to;  how 
they  expect  them  to  act,  and  I 
think  it’s  great  that  this  woman 
from  The  Real  Paper  said  we  were 
puzzling.  I’d  rather  be  puzzling 
than  predictable. 

Rob:  How  did  you  feel  about 
working  for  the  audience  at 
Prelude? 

Trade:  We  had  to  play  like  four 
sets,  twenty  minutes  on,  twenty 
minutes  off,  and  the  first  set  there 
wasn’t  that  many  people  there,  but 
they  were  kind  of  like,  a  little  clap, 
the  second  set  there  was  a  little 
more  enthusiastic  crowd  with 
more  people,  the  third  set  they 


were  like  really  applauding,  the 
fourth  set  I  think  some  people 
were  dancing,  jumping  around, 
and  really  enthusiastic  about  it. 
Marcia:  These  are  people  who  are 
used  to  listening  to  a  lot  of  disco. 
Trade:  We  never  got  asked  back, 
though.  They  usually  have,  like, 
this  kind  of  mellowed-out  stuff,  I 
think  we’re  kind  of  loud  for  the 
area,  they  get  complaints. 

Martha:  But  it  was  fun  playing 
there,  and  I  think  a  lot  of  the 
younger  women,  whether  they’d 
heard  this  kind  of  music  or  not 
just  really  enjoyed  it,  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  lot  of  energy,  and  they 
enjoyed  seeing  women  up  there 
doing  this  stuff,  you  know,  they 
really  loved  it.  I  think  a  lot  of  the 
older  women  who  just  want  to 
come  in  and  sip  Bloody  Marys  and 
listen  to  jazz  or  some  blues  or 
something  like  that  were  real  turn¬ 
ed  off.  But  you  know,  give 
everybody  a  chance,  that’s  what  I 
figure,  everybody  should  have 
their  Sunday  afternoon. 

As  one  of  the  “five  female 
bands  in  the  world”  [only  a  slight 
exaggeration]  the  women  of  B&G 
make  their  only  overtly  feminist 
statement  simply  by  getting  up  on 
stage  together. 

Marcia:  We’re  getting  a  lot  of 
good  response  from  other  women 
that  are  interested  in  playing 
music.  It’s  true  that  there  are  not 
that  many  all-women  bands,  and 
we’re  trailblazing  —  giving  people 
the  confidence,  or  setting  an  ex¬ 
ample,  like  if  they  can  do  it,  we 
can  do  it  too  .  .  . 

GAYS,  PUNKS  &  VIOLENCE 
One  of  the  greatest  barriers  bet¬ 
ween  gays  and  the  punk  scene  is 
the  fear,  greatly  inflated  by 
straight  media  coverage,  of 
violence  around  the  punk  clubs 
and  violent  behavior  coming  from 
punks  themselves.  If  anything, 
this  is  the  area  in  which  the  bond 
between  the  gay  community  and 
the  new  wave  community  should 
be  most  clear  —  for  we  are  all  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  same  violence  and  fear 
of  violence.  Trade,  the  most 
avowedly  straight  member  of  the 
band,  nonetheless  heavily  fre¬ 
quents  gay  clubs,  and  says,  “I 
think  that  you  just  overcome  a 
fear  by  being  involved  in 
something.  It’s  like,  I  used  to  feel 
scared  to  go  into  Prelude.  I  was 
terrified  of  going  to  Prelude, 
because  I  was  afraid  that  some 
dyke  woman  was  gonna  come  and 
pick  me  up  and  I  had  no  interest  in 
it  whatsoever.  And  then  I  did  go 
there  for  a  while  and  I  didn’t  feel 
threatened,  I  didn’t  feel  scared  of 
being  there.  So  I  think:  it’s  pretty 
much  the  situation  —  any  new  en¬ 
vironment,  you  are  going  to  feel 
alienated  and  outside  of  things.” 

I  found  the  women  of  B&G 
made  no  differentiation  between 
the  violence  they  encounter  as  les¬ 
bians,  as  women  or  as  punks. 
Deni:  Some  women  that  we  know 
are  going  into  court  to  testify  at 
the  arraignment  of  some  boys 
from  Quincy  [Massachusetts]  who 
had  been  making  trouble  at  the 
new  wave  clubs,  outside,  and  they 
beat  up  somebody,  and  they  were 


like  beating  up  all  of  these  women, 
you  know,  and  they  finally  got  ar¬ 
rested,  it’s  been  a  long  time,  final¬ 
ly  the  police  responded  to  the 
phone  calls,  but  there  are  lots  of 
people  like  that  who  go  to  make 
trouble,  and  unfortunately  they 
get  away  with  it  an  awful  lot,  and 
the  so-called  punks  or  the  gay  peo¬ 
ple  are  victims  just  as  much  as  peo¬ 
ple  that  would  just  drop  into  the 
bar  for  the  first  time  to  hear  a 
band  .  .  . 

Trade:  I  have  been  pushed  around 
enough,  in  certain  not- funny 
situations  at  all,  like  being 
assaulted  numerous  times,  and 
I’ve  just  had  it,  and  I  don’t  intend 
to  let  people  come  up  to  me  and, 
you  know,  shoot  a  gun  at  me,  or 
hold  a  knife  to  my  throat,  say,  and 
try  and  take  advantage  of  me,  I 
just  ...  I’d  rather  be  dead  .  .  . 
The  next  time  it  happens  I’ll  pro¬ 
bably  get  killed,  but  at  this  point 
I’m  just  crazed  enough  to  put  up  a 
fight. 

Deni:  People  who  get  involved  in 
new  wave  usually,  no  matter  what 
their  sexual  preferences,  are  real 
outsiders  because,  I  mean,  if  we 
dare  to  look  different,  if  we  dare 
to  look  in  weird  ways,  like  right 
now  I  have  tangerine-orange  hair, 
that’s  my  new  color,  it’s  difficult 
enough  when  people  won’t  get  us¬ 
ed  to  your  walking  down  the  street 
looking  strange  .  .  . 

A  face  devoid  of  features 
A  girl  who  was  my  friend 
A  mouth  that  shrieks  like  sax¬ 
ophones 

A  night  that  never  ends 

Someone  made  her  dirty 
No  make-up  on  her  face 
It  wasn’t  her  decision 
To  leave  the  human  race 
(“Personal  Monsters”) 


Unicorn 

Continued  from  Page  12 
festers  in  the  mind.  Several  years 
ago  I  bumped  into  Miss  H.  She 
was  still  a  large  woman,  still 
vigorous,  still  sporting  green 
attire.  She  remembered  me.  I  did 
not  ask  her  about  my  handwriting. 
I  was  just,  oddly  enough,  happy  to 
see  her.  As  far  as  I  know,  she  never 
married;  maybe  she  was  too  young 
and  green.  .  .  . 

I  was  thirteen  years  old  when  I 
graduated  from  grammar  school. 
Everything  frankly  sexual  was  for¬ 
bidden.  Everything  deeply 
emotional  was  confusing  and 
seemed,  in  me,  to  go  counter  to 
the  expectations  of  the  adult 
world.  I 'had  learned  to  read  and 
write  but  I  certainly  had  not  found 
out  who  or  what  I  really  was. 

Youth  is  truly  wasted  on  the 
young.  Being  young  was  an  un¬ 
ending  misery  for  me.  I  think  it  is 
up  to  us,  as  part  of  the  movement 
into  which  we  put  so  much  effort, 
to  provide  educational  materials 
and  emotional  support  for  the 
very  young,  the  young  with  whom 
many  of  us  might  not  wish  to 
engage  sexually,  but  for  whose 
emotional  straggles  we  should 
have  abundant  compassion. 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS _ 

LF  seeks  Rock  ’n  Roll  gays  to  talk  & 
party  with.  I’m  sad  about  a  breakup  & 
want  some  friends  to  help  me  out.  GCN 
Box  318. _ (12) 

WM,  37  seeks  anyone  into  amat 
science,  parapsych,  langs,  outdoors, 
animals,  weight  lifting,  bodybuilding, 
wrestling,  swim,  horror,  scifict,  tv, 
movies,  adventure,  old  rock  music, 
inexpensive  dining,  hiking  boatride. 
Write  Box  18431  Franklin  St.  Boston 
MA02110. _ 00)) 

To  the  wimln  at  9/6  Natick  Party. 
Thanks  for  the  super  pillows  and  great 
time.  Came  via  Friends?/Get  our 
number/call  us.  Then  we  can  direct 
connect  for  future  funfilled  times. 
Joyce  and  Betty. _ (10)) 

GF  friends  on  North  Shore  would  like  to 
meet  other  GFs.  Some  TLC  fine,  but  no 
CLTs  please.  PO  Box  54,  Danvers,  MA 
01923. _ 0°) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwtee. _ 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
What  a  week-end 
What  a  sale 
Feels  like  we 
Unloosed  a  whale 
But  all  we  did 
Was  take  the  lid 
Off  of  our 
Garbage  pail. 

I  love  you  extraordinarily. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Hope  that  we  will  have  at  least  made  a 
date  if  we  have  not  seen  you  by  the  time 
you  read  this. _ 

Love  Ya 
GCN 

_ Henry  Gingras _ (12) 

Looking  for  a  gay  friend  with 
imagination  and  intelligence.  I  have  no 
money  —  paying  for  my  own  home.  GM. 
Artist.  GCN  Box  326 _ (17) 

My  dearest  Piranha, 

Just  think  —  in  less  than  a  week,  I’ll  be 
swimming  downstream  to  see  you!  I 
love  you.  Yr  lil  Shrimpie. _  (12) 

FORESKIN  SEEKERS 
Are  you  interested  in  the 
uncircumcized  male?  Correspondence 
club  listings  for  interested  persons 
write  UMA,  Box  1101,  Corpus  Christi, 
TX  78403. _ (17) 

SEEK  TO  RIM  HAIRY  ANUS 
Non  hry  GWM  34,  5 '8",  130  lbs, 
considrt  quiet  sine  st  app  enj  trvl  mov 
talk  not  into  bar  scene  sk  hry  frnd  for  gd 
tms  PO  Box  52  Nonantum,  MA  02195. 
_  (12) 

PERSONALS 

Want  yng  male  as  work,  bus.  partner. 
Small  animal  field.  Meat-medical,  small 
secluded  farm.  Must  relocate.  Wishing 
to  rehabilitate.  No  heavy  drugs  or  alco¬ 
hol.  All  replies  ans.  L.  Rivers,  RR  #1, 
Box  84,  Fiskdale,  MA. _ (12) 

Lesbian  in  early  30s,  unruly  individual¬ 
ist,  denizen  of  many  worlds,  would  like 
to  meet  mettlesome  woman,  intelli¬ 
gent,  with  independent  direction  and 
love  of  the  absurd.  GCN  Box  322.  (11) 

SEEKING  YOUTHFUL  FRIEND 
GWM  25  seeks  same,  16-18  for  friend¬ 
ship  and  whatever ...  If  you  need  affec¬ 
tion  and  have  a  lot  to  give,  please  write. 
All  letters  w/photo  answered.  GCN  Box 
323. _ (12) 

WANTED:  MORE  CHRISTIANS 
We  are  a  small  group  of  men  and 
women  who  meet  on  alternate  Sunday 
afternoons  to  pray,  talk,  and  share. 
Come  join  us.  Call  Kevin  at  262-2473. 
_ (12) 

PUBIC  SHAVING 

GWM  25  doing  book  on  pubic  shaving 
wishes  to  exchange  1st  &  2nd  experi¬ 
ences  —  particularly  hi  schl-coll  experi¬ 
ences.  Free  copy  of  book  to  those  who 
contribute.  Also  wish  to  meet  male 
students  visiting  LA.  Skip,  11325  Blix, 
N.  Hollywood,  CA  91602. _ (14) 

Prof  WF  in  ME  sks  GWF  30-45  to  shre 
comfrtble  home  w/pool.  Must  have 
sense  humor,  no  drugs,  be  sine,  stable, 
discreet.  Pis  Inc  phto.  GCN  Box  320.(12) 

6  yr  old  boy,  living  w/lesbians,  needs 
big  brother.  Black  male  prefered. 
Knowledge  of  sign  language  or  willing¬ 
ness  to  learn  essential.  Write  GCN  Box 
310. _ _ _ (c) 

500.00  CASH  REWARD ! 

Man’s  gold  chain  with  gold  butterfly 
lost  on  Sun  Sept  28  at  either  Buddies  or 
Chap's.  Has  great  sentimental  value. 
No  questions  asked.  Call  anytime 
227-5556  or  742-0858. _ (12) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  support  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94948.  (8  +  ?) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.. 
Boston.  MA  02108. 


SERVICES _ 

GAY  HOME  CARE 

Private  duty  in-home  nursing  by 
licensed  nurses  daily  and  weekly  by 
appointment.  Visiting  Nurse.  (617) 
367-3493.  _  (12) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  women,  their  trlende,  and  families. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  M  A 


BE  YOURSELF 

Lifestyle  therapy,  reduce  anxiety,  over¬ 
come  hassles.  Lie.  Psy.  for  men  and 
women.  Crossdressing  issues,  sex 
problems,  identity  concerns,  open  Sun. 
institute  for  Rational  Living  739-5063.  (?) 

GAY  COUPLES  GROUP 
Ten  3  hour  sessions  with  experienced 
group  leaders.  Increase  communica¬ 
tion,  support,  awareness.  Call  Deborah 
Haynor  at  876-4488  or  Michael  Ward  at 
492-2718.  Insurance  accepted. _ (12) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 
_ (12) 

WOMEN’S  THEATRE 
A  class  in  scene  study  and  improvisa¬ 
tion.  Wednesdays  8:30-10:00  pm. 
Cambridge  Center  for  Adult  Ed.  Call 
Marty  Kingsbury,  876-8819,  for  info.  (12) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTISM 

(617)  965-1311  forappt. 

LOOKING  FOR  SOMEONE? 

Do  you  need  a  little  help  finding  that 
special  womon  in  your  life?  Sisters  of 
Sappho  Dating  Referral  Service  can  put 
you  in  touch  with  someone  living 
nearby  whose  interests  and  needs 
match  yours.  _  Personalized. 
Confidential.  Caring.  Lesbian 
owned/operated.  $15  for  3  referrals. 
Money-back  guarantee.  For 
questionnaire  or  more  Info,  SASE  to 
SOS,  Box  151,  Hudson,  MA  01749  (13) 

COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 
COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 

for  all  your  printing  needs.  (Gay  owned). 
FLYERS,  RESUMES,  STATIONERY,  ETC. 
Copy  Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Bos.  near 
Faneuil  Mkt  (off  State  St.)  542-8280 
825-6700. _ (c) 

DAVID  BELLVILLE  &  ASSOCIATES 
Therapy  for  individuals  and  couples  in 
English  and  Spanish.  Assertiveness 
training  groups.  Copley  Square  and 
Malden  locations.  (617)  266-1450.  (15) 

EDITING  AND  PROOFREADING 
Development  assistance.  Typing  (if 
desired).  Rapid  Service.  Greg  Grant,  7-1 
Cape  Shores  Dr.  So,  Cape  Canaveral,  FL 
32920.(305)  783-2615. _ (12) 

L  GAY  PSYCHIC 

Quality  readings  will  travel  for  groups 
of  50  or  more  cards  fires  and  smoke 
436-8027. _ (15) 

COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY-BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 
_ (40) 

VERMONT  MEN’S  GROUP 
Self-affirmation  &  support  group  for  gay 
men.  Begins  Thurs,  Oct  9,  7-9  pm.  8 
weeks  —  $40.  Call  (802)  388-6754  & 
leave  message  for  Bill  Lippert,  MA,  or 
write:  Room  C,  Municipal  Bldg, 
Middlebury,  VT  05753. _ (12) 

Complete  Piano  Service 
Regulation  &  Repair 
Student  Tunings 

Craftmaster  T  uners  288-0135  —  Women 

_ (12) 

Gay  men’s  group  forming.  Focus  will  be 
on  general  issues  using  Gestalt 
techniques.  Call  Francis  Giambrone 
days  only  661-2032,  eves,  661-7890.  (12) 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Non-sexual  healing  massage  using  a 
synthesis  of  Shiatsu  (acupressure), 
reflexology  (foot  massage),  and 
muscular  work.  Mick  Hazen  522- 
9164 _ (13) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  forming  for  October  to  explore  issues 
of  intimacy,  relationship,  and  gay  self- 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave 
message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW  (8)) 


CALIFORNIA  innovative  7-day  trips. 
Rafting,  Hot  springs,  Nat.  Parks, 
Cookouts.  Sleep  aboard  comfortable 
coach.  $119  Green  Tortoise  LA  &  SF 
(617)  265-8533,  (212)  431-3348,  (415)  386- 
1798. _ (13) 

LANDSCAPING— GARDENING 

We  offer  complete  landscape  and  gar¬ 
dening  services.  Quality  work,  personal 
attention.  Call  Bob  Toscano, 

Back  Bay  Gardens— 267-6188. _ (c) 

ROOMMATES _ 

WATERTOWN 

2  GM  needed  to  share  11  rm  apt  all 
conv.  T,  pkg,  avail  immed.  Homestyle 
atmosphere.  $200/mo/pers.  inc  all  util. 
10am-9pm  924-3920. _ (12) 

2  GM  looking  for  rmmate,  beautiful 
Southend  townhouse  avail  immed.  Call 
536-5177,  rent  $210  plus  util.  Sec  dep  & 
ref  required. _ (12) 

2  GM  &  son  seek  mature  GM  to  share  7 

room  house  nr  T  Dorch.  $140  incl  all. 
436-8196. _ (12) 

3  lesbians  seeking  a  4th  to  join 
household  in  Dorchester.  Rent  $165 
incl.  heat.  Security  deposit.  Near  red 

line  T.  Call  (617)  282-6159. _ (12) 

Roommates,  one  or  two,  $137.50  + 
utils.,  single  house  w/yd  in  Lynfield.  1 
blk  from  Rte  1  and  bus  stop.  Call  eves, 
Cilia  593-4209  or  days,  Cathy  Del  Greco 
451-0330. _ (12) 

FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
GM  couple  seeks  rmmte  for  3  br  house 
on  acre  in  N.  Sudbury  close  to  train  (W. 
Concord).  Will  help  furnish.  $175  +  Vs 
util.  Call  Joe/Scott  443-4775. _ (13) 

I  am  a  GWM  24  looking  for  same  with  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Boston  area  near  T.  Am  a 
wkg-student,  like  cooking,  plants, 
movies,  TV,  not  into  bars.  Rent  appx 
$200/mo  +  util.  Call  Roger  (617) 

247-7460  till  noon  or  (617)  437-9321  after 
8  PM.  Serious  calls  only  —  have  some 
furniture. _ (15) 

GM  seeks  same  to  find  and  share  apt  in 
Boston.  Go  to  school/work  full  time. 
Call  (617)  837-3325  if  interested,  ask  for 
Bill  8-11  pm. _ (13) 

GF  Ikg  for  GF/M  to  share  2  br  on  quiet  st 
in  Som.  Must  be  independent,  tolerate 
cigs  and  like  my  cat.  $163  plus.  Call  9-5, 
742-8830x270,  Caroline. _ (13) 

IMMENSE  SOMERVILLE  LOFT 
seeks  third  occupant.  $1 55/mo  incl 
everything  but  phone.  Avail  immed.  TV- 
free  household.  Call  Rob  at  426-4469  or 
628-0617,  _ (c) 

GM/GF  needed  to  share  7  room 
house  in  Brockton.  $190/mo  includes 
all  utils.  Write  LS  POB  167  Whitman  MA 
02382  or  586-1 503.  Lou  or  Ernie.  (12) 


2  women  seek  3  more  to  complete  our 
Jamaica  Plain  'home.  $90  plus. 
524-6209.  Lesbians  with  laughter.  (1 4) 

N.  Shore  GWM  27  Ikng  for  similar  to¬ 
gether  GM  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in  gay 
hshld  In  Salem  $1 00/mo  +  util.  Call  Dave 
R  (617)  745-7582. _ ([3) 

FOR  SALE 

FEMINIST  MEMO  PADS! 

Striking  &  original  designs.  "Support 
Womyn's  Sports,”  "Country  Womyn,” 
American  sign  language  symbol  for 
"Sisters,”  many  more!  50«  each,  qnty 
discounts.  Send  SASE  for  free 
brochure:  Womonotes,  PO  Box  295, 
Dept  G,  W.  Stockbridge,  MA  01 266.  (12) 


The  Politics  of  Crime 

★  a  marxist  analysis  and 
revolutionary  answer  to  street 
crime  _ by  Ed  Mead  | 

$1 .50  Red  Lily  Distributors 

postpaid  P.O.Box  141 
from:  Woodbury,  TN  37190 

EROTIC  CRAFT  DESIGNS! 

Great  holiday  gifts!  Lots  of  fun! 
$7.00/set  from  Fannie  Mae  Climaxe, 
Box  120776,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  (15) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Gay  man  interested  in  adopting  a  child 
wants  to  get  input  from  gays/lesbians. 
Has  an  openly  gay  person  ever 
adopted?  Comments,  suggestions, 
ideas  welcome.  Please  write  858  Haight 
St,  SF,  CA  94117—  Dmitri. _ (13) 

DEFEND  THE  SWP! 

Gay  Alliance  of  Young  Socialists  is 
defending  the  Gay  Movement  and  the 
Vanguard  Party  from  all  attacks  by 
lesbians  and  transexuals!  (WWP)  Send 
contributions  to  G.  Dugai  at  2235  Milvia 
Berkeley,  CA. _ (16) 

Working  appliances  hauled  away  free. 
Call  442-5711. _ (12) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

Piano  lessons.  Concert  artist  exper 
teacher  Masters  of  M,  New  Eng 
Conserv  award  winner.  Accepting 
serious  students  only.  6-10pm  262-2684. 
_ (6) 

MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958  (c) 

RESORTS 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)487-1197 

Watership  Inn  —  Low  off-season  rates, 
comfortable,  charming,  free  continental 
breakfast,  central  location,  (617) 
487-0094,  7  Wlnthrop  St.  Provincetown, 
MA. _ (13) 


WANTED _ 

Would  like  conversations  with  terminal¬ 
ly  ill  gay  males  and  lesbians  of  all  ages 
(anonymity  guaranteed)  for  GCN  article. 
Please  write  GCN  Box  324. _ 

HOTLINE  VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 
If  you  can  spare  any  time  Woburn 
Hotline  needs  volunteers.  Training 
classes  will  begin  soon.  Please  call 
933-3336  Mon-Thur  5-10  pm. _ (12) 

2  GM  students  looking  for  1-2  bdrm  apt 
in  or  near  Boston  area  need  to  move  in 
durng  Jan  recess  very  reliable, 
responsible  and  desperate.  Michael  273 
Babcock  #1 1 25  Bos.  M A  0221 5.  (12; 

HELP  OUT  NEW  GAY  YOUTH  GP 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  need  turn,  paint,  vaccuum,  and 
anything  useful  for  new  space.  Call 
338-9472  or  Write:  BAGLY,  c/o  GCN 
Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108 


APARTMENTS _ 

APT.  WANTED 

Gay  Male  needs  one  or  two  bedrms  to 
$475  in  JP  or  Brookline  Village.  Prefer 
owner-occupied.  David  731-1543,  (11) 

OLD-FASHIONED  CHARM 
Apartment  on  Union  Park,  newly  reno¬ 
vated  with  new  bathroom,  kitchen, 
lovely  chandelier  and  hardwood  floors. 
There  is  no  “separate”  bedroom;  this 
was  the  “parlor"  floor  of  the  origina 
house,  and  consists  of  one  basic  large 
area  with  sliding  doors  for  privacy. 
Most  suitable  for  two  people.  You  will 
appreciate  the  high  ceilings,  fine 
detailing  in  moldings,  and  tall  bay 
windows.  Rent  is  $495  per  month. 
Mostly  gay  people  in  building;  owner 
occupied.  Write  Box  290,  118  Mass. 
Ave.,  Boston  02115. 

Boston  southend  1  br  floor  thru  newly 
renovated  new  bath  &  appl.  hd  wd 
floors,  elec  &  heat  not  incl.  Owner  occ 
$300/mo.  247-3043. _ (12) 
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5  room  apt  in  Dorchester,  $250 
untreated.  Third  floor.  Call  John  Ward, 
Broker,  426-2020. _ (12) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

FLEXIBLE  HOURS 

Gay  Yellow  Pages  of  NE  is  looking  for 
ad  reps,  full  or  p/t.  50%  commission. 
Contact  R.  Toscano/Back  Bay  Co, 
267-6188. _ (12) 

ROSIE'S  BAKERY 

Experienced  baker  needed:  Must  be 
strong  and  have  references.  491-9488, 
1PM-12AM. _ (12) 

PART  TIME  JOB 

Gd  Ikng,  well  bit  coll  student  or  yng 
man  (18-28)  wanted  on  part  time  basis 
as  friend,  companion,  poss.  research 
assistant  by  attr.  M  in  30s,  short  dist.  N 
of  Boston.  Shd  have  some  athletic 
ability  &  knowledge  of  weight  Iftng, 
also  shd  be  capable  of  frndshp  &  have 
friendly  accepting  personality.  Real  int 
in  people,  concern  for  soc.  justic,  int  in 
sociology,  love  of  outdoors  important. 
Lkng  for  someone  I  can  relate  to  in 
complete  way  ideologically,  phil¬ 
osophically,  sensually.  Hrs,  salary 
determined  during  interview.  Pis  reply 
w/add,  phone  to  GCN  Box  327. _ (12) 

Person  wanted  for  moving  jobs, 
handyman  work  etc.  $5/hr  &  up. 
Irregular  hrs  &  days.  Own  room  $50/mo. 
Call  David  at  442-5711. _ (12) 

BLACK  WOMEN  ARTISTS 
FILM  SERIES 

Educational  project  is  seeking  part 
time  Program  Coordinator  to  assist  the 
Project  Director  and  to  do  extensive 
publicity  and  outreach  to  Black  and 
women’s  communities.  Experience  in 
organizing  program  activities,  excellent 
written  and  oral  communication  skills, 
ability  to  do  research  on  Black  women 
artists  and  ability  to  relate  to  the  varied 
settings  the  project  will  serve  are 
essential.  Please  send  resume  and 
writing  sample  to  B.  Smith  C/O 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139  by  10/15/80.  Third 
World  women  are  urged  to  apply.  (13) 

NURSES 

RNs,  LPNs,  sensitive  to  minority 
groups.  Join  the  staff  at  Roxbury 
Alcohol  Detox.  All  shifts,  FT,  PT.  Call 
Gerry  or  Linda  445-6040. _ (13) 

RESTAURANT  HELP 
To  work  at  the  House  Restaurant  in 
Allston.  783-5131. (12) 


MESSENGER/OFFICE 
person  for  light  messenger  work,  who 
can  do  minor  clerical  work,  clean  the 
office  and  be  generally  helpful.  If  you 
can  type,  that’s  a  plus;  if  you  can 
operate  a  TR-80  mini-computer,  that’s  a 
gold  star  for  you.  Please  write  about 
yourself.  Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany 
St.,  Cambridge  02139. 

JOBS  WANTED 

NEED  A  HORTICULTURIST? 

W/M  22  seeks  horticultural  position 
upon  grad  from  Penn  State  Univ  in  Nov 
’80  much  exp  Dave  626  S  Pugh  St,  Apt 
#30,  State  Col  lege,  PA  1 6801 .  (13) 

HEY,  BUDDY,  CAN  YOU  SPARE  A  JOB? 
GCN  part-time  staffer  needs  second 
part-time  job.  Experienced 

photographic  technician  with  other 
miscellaneous  skills.  Prefer  gay 
environment.  Contact  David,  GCN 
426-4469. _ (c) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

COMING  OUT 

Send  GCN  your  coming  out  stories. 
Keep  them  short  —  3  type-written 
pages.  Send  stories  to  Features  Editor 
at  GCN. _ (15) 

DEAR  FORKER 

You  forked  us  very  well,  and  we  thank 
you.  Now  we  should  have  no  difficulty 
forking  ourselves  in  the  office. 

HELP 

GCN  distributor  needs  a  place  to  park 
the  GCN  truck.  I  park  in  the  Central 
Square  area  &  need  some  visitor  per¬ 
mits.  Any  other  suggestions  before  we 
get  the  boot?  Leave  message  for 
Barbara  at  426-4469. 

HOMO-FILES!! 

Once  again  we  need  3x5  file  card 
drawers  (and  indexers  to  help  fill 
them!);  the  kind  that  are  3  drawers 
across  fit  best  with  our  current 
‘system.’  Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469  if 
you  can  help. 

PROVIDENCE  PRINTER! 

Dear  friend  in  Providence  —  we  have 
lost  your  phone  number  and  need  to 
contact  you  about  the  GCN  flyer  you're 
printing  for  us.  Please  call  Maida  at 
GCN,  (617)  426-4469.  Thanks,  Richard. 

WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042. 


FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

MODEM 

The  use  of  a  MODEM  (300  or  1200  Baud) 
and  terminal  would  save  GCN  up  to 
70%  off  prime  time  rates.  A  VT52/VT100 
compatible  CRT  would  be  a  bonus  item, 
but  a  hardcopy  or  other  CRT  is  OK. 

Please 

call  Maida  at  426-4469. _ (13) 

VOLUNTEER  INDEXER(S)  NEEDED! 
Work  on  the  GCN  index  which  is  be¬ 
coming  a  valuable  reference  tool.  Flexi¬ 
ble  hours.  If  you  enjoy  detail  work  and 
would  like  to  help,  we'd  be  happy  to  ex¬ 
plain  in  detail  just  what’s  involved  in 
this  project  and  how  you  can  help.  Ask 
for  Michael  or  Charles,  426-4469. 

LESBIAN  MOTHERS 

I  am  working  on  an  article  for  GCN 
about  lesbian  mothers  coming  out  to 
their  children.  If  you’d  like  to  share  your 
experiences  in  doing  this  or  discuss 
your  reasons  for  not  coming  out,  please 
write  to  Gia  Berkman,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108.  If 
you  use  real  names  in  your  description, 
please  indicate  if  they  should  be 
changed  In  the  article. 

WHAT’S  THE  WORD,  BIRD? 

GCN  needs  news  writers  to  let  our 
readers  know  what's  happening  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  communities  across  the 
country  and  around  the  world.  No  pre 
vious  writing  experience  is  necessary 
—  just  a  burning  desire  to  get  the  word 
out!  If  you’d  like  to  volunteer  your 
services,  write  or  call  Denise  Sudell  at 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108,  (617)  426-4469. 


PEOPLE  W/ACCESS  TO 
OFFSET  MACHINES 
GCN  has  lost  its  source  of  offset  print¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  access  to  offset  print¬ 
ing  on  a  regular  basis  (we  need  things 
like  free  renewal  notices  printed)  and 
want  to  help  us  out,  please  call  Mike  or 
Richard  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

WOODEN  DESK  NEEDED 
GCN  needs  a  desk  for  a  new  staff 
member.  (He  likes  wood  ones  best.)  If 
you  have  an  old  one  that’s  of  no  use  to 
you,  call  426-4469  and  we’ll  try  to  get  It 
together  to  pick  it  up.  Thank  you. 


DESKS  &  FILE  CABINETS  NEEDED 
GCN’s  growing  pains  can  be  (tempora¬ 
rily)  soothed  by  a  desk  and  a  legal  size 
file  cabinet  (or  two!).  Let  Mike  know  If 
you  can  help.  Please.  426-4469. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

DO  YOU  LOVE  BOYS? 

If  so,  you  need  us  and  we  need  you! 
Write  to  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  for  info:  NAM/BLA  PO 
Box  174-B,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (30) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Nashua:  889-1416; 
Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541.  A  state¬ 
wide  lesbian  organization,  meeting  the 
third  Saturday  of  every  month.  Support, 
education,  and  political  action,  since 
1976.  (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Cambridge,  MA  02138. _ (12) 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alii- 
ance/Morrls  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388.  _ 


New  women's  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/ or  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135. 367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


DOB. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  last  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social 
&  fund-raising  event.  Softball  at 
Magazine  Beach  (Camb)  at  3pm  every 
Sun.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  Invited  to  participate. _ (c)) 

PUBLICATIONS _ 

Guardian,  independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly,  covers  black,  women’s,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer  six 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W.  17  St.,  NYC,  NY  10011.  (c) 

Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15«  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336%  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 
_ (1/mo) 

Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
15«  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  11746,(516)427-1289.  (12) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays'  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to.  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. _ 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 
Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  If  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. (c) 


Prisoners 


***¥********** 
GCN  gets  lots  of  requests  for  penpal 
ads  from  prisoners.  Almost  none  of 
them  are  paid  for.  If  you  would  like  to 
support  the  paper  In  this,  and  perhaps 
even  increase  the  possibility  of  a  more 
in  depth  dialogue  between  gay  men  and 
women  on  the  inside  and  those  of  us 
lucky  enough  to  be  on  the  ‘outside’, 
please  SEND  MONEY.  (We  also  send 
free  subs  to  prisoners  who  ask.)  In  any 
case  take  the  time  to  get  to  know 
someone  who’s  getting  more  or  less 
fucked  over  by  strait  law  (euphemisti¬ 
cally  called  ‘justice’)  and  who’s  obvi¬ 
ously  very  lonely. 

*¥+***¥¥¥¥¥¥*¥ 

I’ve  been  meaning  to  write  you  for  some 
time  now  but  for  lack  of  funds  for 
stamps  I’m  just  now  getting  around  to 
it.  I  admit  my  handwriting  isn't  all  that 
grand  but  I  sure  could  use  somebody 
company,  even  if  It’s  in  writing.  I  feel 
I’m  in  touch  with  my  emotions  and 
would  like  someone  to  help  me  move 
up  in  the  world  mentally.  Danny 
MEYERS,  Box  779  #158078,  Marquette, 
Ml  49855 _ (14) 

Good  artist,  good  sense  of  humor, 
needs  correspondence.  All  ages. 
Frederick  TATE,  Box  87  C63161, 
North#2,  Menard,  IL  62259. _ (14) 

Anyone  that  would  like  to  write  to  me, 
well  I  guess  I  could  tell  you  now  that  I’d 
appreciate  it  very  much.  My  hobbies  are 
bowling  and  tennis,  I'm  a  Libra,  and  I 
love  sex,  especially  with  men  older  than 
I  am.  James  CODY,  Box  520  #257061, 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362. (14) 


BOOKS  are  beginning  to  arrive  for 
prisoners.  If  you  are  In  the  Boston  area 
and  have  some  old  books  (preferably 
lesbian  and  gay  fiction  and  non-fiction) 
you  want  to  bring  by  (GCN  office,  22 
Bromfield  St.  —  near  Park  St.)  please 
do!  But  as  much  as  we  need  books,  we 
need  some  money  for  the  stamps  and 
envelopes  to  send  them  with.  If  you’d 
like  to  help  us  with  this  (and  also  with 
mailing  them  out)  write  Mike  do  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Thank  you. 

I  am  looking  for  someone  who’s  ready 
to  stop  playing  the  field  and  settle 
down  into  the  finer  and  deeper  aspects 
of  gay  life.  Please  write  Rick  BAUGH, 
MSU  #  4565,  Parchman,  MS  38738.  (14) 

Trapped  here  in  the  maw  of  the 
concrete  monster  I  am  desperately  in 
need  of  some  cntact  with  the  outside. 
My  interests  center  around  living, 
finding  someone  to  laugh  with  and  to 
build  a  glowing  relationship  with.  My 
sentence  Isn’t  forever  but  it  seems  that 
way.  Please  write.  James  VAUGHN, 
Box  711  #c-10361,  Menard  IL  62259.  (14) 

I'm  writing  to  yall  wondering  if  yall  can 
help  me.  I'm  a  very  mellow  and  easy 
going  young  gay  prisoner  and  very 
lonely  and  would  love  to  have  some 
penpals  to  write  to.  Cliff  NEELEY,  Box 
1100  A-052307  #1523,  Avon  Park, 
FL  33825. _ (14) 

Gay  man  in  prison  seeking  good 
relationship  with  sincere  black  or  white 
gay  male.  No  phonies  please!  Dennis 
ROBINSON.  #84035  Camp  A  L/D, 
B-T-23,  Angola,  LA  7071 2. _ (14) 


\kl Care  trying  to  start  a  Prisoner 
Vw  E  Project  to  do  outreach  (especi¬ 
ally  to  lesbian  prisoners),  to  send  out 
books  and  letters,  and  to  help  do 
research  on  prisoners’  mall  rights 
(making  more  public  the  harassment 
that  wardens  and  prison  mail  rooms 
exercise  over  lesbian  and  gay  prison¬ 
ers).  If  you’re  interested  write  Mike 
Riegle  at  GCN.  Also,  we  send  FREE 
subscriptions  to  prisoners  who  ask. 
Contributions  to  help  GCN  do  this  are 
most  welcome! 
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NO“MONEY  PLEASE! 

Before  you  send  cash  to  prisoners,  no  matter 
how  sincere  their  requests,  remember  that 
word  will  get  around  that  the  GCN  penpal  list 
is  a  good  place  to  get  money.  Please  don’t 
send  money  to  anyone,  no  matter  how  sincere 
(especially  at  Starke,  FL). 
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I  wish  to  correspond  with  a  gay  person, 
age  and  sex  it  doesn’t  matter.  I  love 
most  all  sports  and  am  most  willing  to 
learn.  I  wish  for  a  meaningful  and 
dependable  relationship,  someone  that 
I  may  talk  to.  Phil  BARNETT,  Box  41 
#8608,  Michigan  City,  IN  46360.  (14) 

I  hope  this  letter  finds  you  and  your 
staff  in  gay  spirits  and  making  much 
progress  In  the  news  media.  I  am 
incarcerated  and  without  family  or 
friends  and  in  need  of  correspondence. 
I  would  prefer  gays  but  will  answer  all. 
Robert  CORRELL,  Box  5500  #155-265, 
Chlllicothe,  OH  45601. _ (14) 

Please  send  me  one  of  free  subs  for 
prisoners.  I  am  Interested  in  the  gay 
movements,  its  barriers  and  its 
champions.  I  would  also  like  to  get 
someone  to  write  to  me.  Charles 
GANNON,  Box  607,  Carson  City, 
NV  89701. _ (14) 

I  long  to  \wite  to  anyone  that  would 
write  to  a  gay  prisoner.  I  became  gay  In 
prison  because  it  is  a  way  of  life  to 
show  someonw  you  want  to  be  loved 
and  to  love  in  return.  I  love  being  gay 
and  expressing  my  feelings  to  another 
man.  I  would  really  like  to  write  anyone 
from  the  streets.  I  have  a  good 
personality,  David  JOHNSON,  P.M.B. 
#84970,  CBB,  Angola,  LA  70712.  (14) 

Seeking  correspondece  with  someone 
because  I’m  so  lonely.  Also  please 
send  me  some  issues  of  your  paper  so  I 
may  know  what’s  happening  the  gay 
world.  Peaches  COOPER,  Box  1000 
#40659-115,  Lewisburg,  PA  17837.  (14) 


Am  very  poetic  and  artistically  inclined. 
Please  write  me.  Ray  HOWATER,  Box 
14#15497,  Boise,  ID83707. _ (14) 

Seeking  a  sincere  relationship  with  a 
gay,  middle-aged  or  older  male,  who  is 
willing  to  assist  me  in  my  legal 
endeavors  at  gaining  my  freedom  or 
sentence  reduction.  No  religious 
fanatics,  please!  Write  Tommy  L. 
RAGAN,  Box  520  #349-437,  Walla  Walla, 
WA  99362. _ (14) 

I’m  happily  gay  but  very  lonely.  It’s  hard 
to  find  someone  totrust  in  here.  Please 
by  my  friend.  Jay  DeLANE,  Box  87 
A-98183,  Menard,  IL 62259. _ (14) 

Into  weighlifting  (24'  biceps!)  looking 
for  feminine  gay  man  to  write  and  have 
enjoyable  relationship.  Billy  HUGHES, 
Box14,  #14913,  Boise,  ID  83707.  (14) 

I  am  a  reader  of  your  paper  and  would 
like  to  ask  if  there  is  anyone  out  there 
who’d  write  me.  I’m  an  attractive, 
masculine  male  into  weight-lifting, 
wrestling  and  music.  Darryl 
CHILDRESS,  Box  97,  #95240, 

McAlester,  OK  74501. _  (14) 

Wanted:  All  sincere  and  open-minded 
people  who  would  like  to  share  some 
light  with  an  inmate  who  is  sincere, 
honest  and  desperately  in  need  of  a  pen 
pal,  friend  and  possible  a  companion. 
Woodrow  DIGGS,  049896,  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (13) 


I  am  a  gay  and  would  like  to  establish 
relationships  with  other  gay  and  bi¬ 
sexual  persons.  My  interests  include  all 
sports,  contact  bridge,  music,  dancing, 
fishing,  camping,  drama,  trees  and 
flowers  in  and  out  of  bloom  and  travel 
real  and  Imagined.  Edgar  A.  WHITE, 
145-190,  Lucasville, 

OH  45699.  (13) 

Without  contact  with  the  outside  world, 
I  suffer  from  extreme  lonellneess  and 
loss  of  family,  since  I’ve  no  one  to 
correspond  with.  I’m  reaching  out  for  a 
new  relationship.  I  don’t  seek  pity,  but 
sincere  honesty  and  real  understand¬ 
ing.  To  possess  a  few  trustworthy 
correspondents  while  confined  would 
surely  add  a  ray  of  sunshine  to  what  is 
now  a  very  dark  and  lonely  situation.  T. 
Chico  WILLIAMS,  Box  45699-151-525, 
Lucasville, 

OH  45699. _ (13) 


I  am  a  homosexual  and  have  been  con¬ 
victed  of  a  crime  (rape)  that  I  truly  did 
not  commit,  because  I  am  a  black  man 
and  also  an  open  homosexual  who 
stands  up  for  my  rights  as  a  gay  person. 
Since  I  am  here  I  have  been  studying 
the  history  of  rape  and  rape  charges 
being  used  against  black  people.  I’m 
trying  to  get  back  into  court  to  defend:, 
myself  but  I  need  some  help  from  you 
all,  some  books  on  gay  rights  and 
prisoners  rights  or  some  advice.  Thank 
you,  Lavanea  JACKSON,  73862,  RSP 
Reidsville.GA  30499.  (12) 

There  was  a  riot  here  at  Idaho  State  Pen 
because  of  the  terrible  conditions  and 
now  I’m  alpne  because  they’ve  trans¬ 
ferred  out  my  best  friends  to  other 
prisons  and  taken  my  things.  Would 
some  reader  of  GCN  write  me?  I  enjoy 
the  paper  very  much.  Because  I’m  gay 
I’ve  had  a  lot  of  troubles  in  here, 
beatings  and  bad  treatment  and  my 
parents  and  friends  have  disowned  me, 
but  I  still  feel  something  can  be  worked 
out.  Michael  HOLDEN,  16954,  Box  14,  A 
block,  C-69,  Boise,  ID  83707. _ (12) 

I  read  about  your  prisoner  project  and  it 
a  great  idea!  I’m  a  gay  prisoner  and 
know  all  too  well  the  hardships  Involved 
in  establishing  our  culture  ‘behind  the 
walls’.  I’ve  spent  several  years  fighting 
the  prisons’  policy  banning  homo¬ 
sexual  magazines  and  books  from 
entering  (even  though  they  let  any  type 
of  heterosexual  magazines  in.  I’d  love 
to  correspond  with  someone  out  there! 
Jack  KUNSMAN,  30254  Pembroke 
Station.  Danbury,  CT  06810.  (14) 

I’m  an  American  Indian,  Cherokee,  and 
gay.  I  like  cooking  and  housekeeping 
and  camping  and  horseback  riding.  I 
like  to  please  people  In  their  needs.  A 
close  friend  told  me  about  your 
organization  and  I  feel  you  can  find  me 
someone  to  write  to.  Thank  you, 
lonesome,  Timothy  LIVINGSTON, 
A062280,  ZCI  075,  Box  518,  Zephyrhills, 
FL  33599 _ (T4) 

A  dear  friend,  who  is  also  on  the  Florida 
Chain  Gang,  and  I  were  talking  about 
how  we  are  lonely  even  In  the  middle  of 
all  these  men.  I’m  gay  but  keep  it  under 
raps  because  being  gay  In  prison  they 
think  all  you  want  is  to  suck  and  get 
fucked,  which  Isn’t  the  case  because  I 
want  someone  special  just  like 
everyone  else.  James  THOMPSON,  Box 
628#059785,  Lake  Butler,  FL  32054.  (14) 


olendor 


New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  7pm.  433  E.  6th  St.  Apt.  5R.  Into:' 
786-2893. 


weekly  events 
Sundays 

mMee'fGRAO  GQayRecrea''°nal  Activities  Com- 

esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-91 61  for 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball  I  in. 
deman^Center  (Gov't  Cr.,.  sTo^rn  tnlo'. 

M*  —  Chiltern  Running  Club. 
naS?  J  and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Sun- 

48^-5265  ’’  M°n''  W6d'  &  Frl'  at  6  ln,°: 


mondoys 


Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women's  Educ. 
Ctr..  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground. 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:90pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  meet  at  7:30pm  at 
Grade  Square  Hosp.  420  E.  76th  St. 


—  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women 
2:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open  . 

meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and  TUeSOOVS 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other  / 

Interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 

Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 


Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so¬ 
cials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Normandy  Heiqhts 
Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.) 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Ad¬ 
vocates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Our  advocacy  is  growing 
Join  us.  Call  426-9371.  (M-F,  6pm-midnight)  for 
Info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  8:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  18  Havlland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  volleyball  (near  Rose 
Garden  In  the  Fenway).  Men  and  women. 
6:30-8:30pm. 

Providence,  HI  —  Transvestita/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  (WBAI,  99.5FM)  Gay  Rap. 
279-0707.  8:30-9: 30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Opinion  Forum.  Last 
wed.  of  the  month.  348  W.  14th  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  675-9227. 


, writ  —  uesuidn  Lioeraiion.  A 
rLaderless  suPP°rt  flroup  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  .154-8807 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women’s  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info;  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Social¬ 
ists  at  NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th 
floor.  7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 


fridays 


thursdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Voleyball.  Fenway  (Rose 
Garden).  Ilam-lpm.  Men  and  women. 
282-9161  for  Info. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  “Closet  Space"  (WCAS, 
740AM),  a  weekly  public  affairs  program  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  10:30am. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  qroup 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 

02653Unday‘  nf°:  P  °  B°X  1614,  °r,eans- 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St 
7pm. 

Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336  or 
443-4775.  All  are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  -r  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  228-8049. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Blind  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Services  Center, 
110  E.  23rd  St.  Suite  502.  4-6pm.  Info:  Michael 
at  362-8729. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting^  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  755- 
1426. 


New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  279-0707. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meefing  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  9993141. 

Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Tuesday  eves,  7:30pm. 
Info:  278-5475. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Politically 
Involved  Lesbians  and  Gays. Under  Twenty- 
two  (PIGLUT),  339  Lafayette  St.  (top  floor). 
Info:  Michael  236-2397.  Open  to  all  21  and 
wider. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  2497691. 

Wednesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group, 
organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  for  gay  women  and  men  14-22. 
?-9pm.  128 A  Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info: 
BAGLY  3399472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  aide).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
knowl  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 
4294469. 

Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thursdays.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info: 
542-0144. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Youth  United  (LYU). 
Rap  group.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  women  22  and 
under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  lesbi¬ 
ans.  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor).  Call  BAGLY 
(Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth)  at 
338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371  (6pm-mid- 
night). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Orgeni- 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Oid  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 
Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  Alternative  concert 
senes<  Mus.c  of  12th  to  the  20th  centuries. 
12.15-12.45  at  Church  of  the  Covenant,  67 
Newbury  St.  Free  (donations  accepted)  Brina 
your  lunch.  “ 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children,  Sup- 
port  group.  8- 10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  aubway  atop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  aa  long  or  aa  ahort  aa  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  aend  the  paper 
out  to  aubacrlbera.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  helpl)  Refreahmenta  and 
4469  * me*'  M*n  and  women  welcome.  429 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  basketball.  7-9pm. 
Lindemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov't  Ctr.),  Stannlford 
St.  entrance.  FREE!  Info:  Tony  2391914. 

Bosfon,  MA  —  Chiltern  Swimming  for  men 
and  women  over  40, 6-7pm;  swimming  for  men 
of  all  ages  7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov't 
Ctr.)  Info:  625-7924. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51 
Mass.  Ave  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 

New  York,  NY  —  Consciousness  Raising  on 
Racism,  sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMTVNY.  7:30pm.  Info:  Henry  at 
873-5572  or  799-9432  or  Richard  at  431-4674. 


Saturdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and 
activities  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  14-22. 
Organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  128A  Tremont  St. 
(near  Park  St.).  Info:  BAGLY  3399472  or 
Hotline  426-9371  (6-12pm  eves). 

Providence,  HI  —  Gay  Youth  Group  meets 
every  other  Saturday.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  -  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group. 
Organized  by  and  for  gay  youth.  1-4pm.  339 
Lafayette  St.  (one  block  north  of  Houston),  top 
floor.  Open  to  ail  lesbian  and  gay  youth  21  and 
under.  Info:  Mark  79901&  or  Michael 
2392397. 


coming  events 

The  annual  Lesbians  with  Children 
conference,  previously  held  in  the  fall,  will 
probably  be  held  in  the  Spring  of  '81.  Info: 
Lesbians  With  Children  Support  Group  at  the 
Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139,  or  call  354-8807 
between  8  and  10pm  Thursday  eves. 

oct  5  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and 
Gay  History  Project  is  sponsoring  a  talk 
illustrated  with  slides  "Our  Boston  Heritage" 
in  room  150,  Bldg.  9,  77  Mass  Ave  (MIT)  at 
7:30pm.  Signed  for  the  hearing  impaired. 
Donation  $2. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Folkdancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  1-3pm.  Newcomers  are  especially 
welcome.  Info:  Beth  666-4278  or  Dee  661-7223. 

Boston,  MA  —  “Issues  facing  gay  people  in 
Boston,”  a  talk  by  Richard  C.  Pillard,  at  the 
Community  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston 
St.  (Copley  Square).  11am.  Free,  childcare 
available. 

6  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 


9  thurs 

Boston ,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
FOR  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYOUT.  SEE 
THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  meeting 
for  people  interested  in  planning  community 
events  as  part  of  the  committee’s  year-round 
organizing  work.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfield  St.  (neqr  Park  St.)  7:30pm  sharpish! 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Women’s  self-defense 
course  begins  tonight.  To  register  call 
491-2162. 

New  York,  NY  —  ‘Portrait  of  a  lesbian 
friendship  circle’,  a  talk  and  slide  show 
compiled  in  part  from  Lesbian  Herstory 
Archives  materials.  Gay  Women's  Alternative, 
at  the  Universalist  Church,  Central  Park  West 
at  76th  St.  8pm.  $3  contribution.  All  women 
welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  ‘Where  to  go  in  New  York  for 
all  kinds  of  gay  help  and  services',  by  Tom 
Adamsky.  West  Side  Discussion  Group, 
Greenwich  House,  7th  Ave.  So.  at  Barrow. 
8:30pm.  Social  hour  follows.  $2  contribution. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPER.  IT’S  FUN! 
SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Camping  in 
Baxter  State  Park  and  day  hike  up  Mt.  Katah 
din.  Info:  Roy  (617)  247-1206  (h)  or  864-5770 
x25 77  (w). 

Storrs,  CT  —  UConn-Gay  Alliance  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  dance.  BYOB.  Puerto  Rican  Center.  9pm. 
Info:  486-2273. 


14  tues 


Salem,  MA  —  "A  forum  on  lesbian  and  gay 
Cuban  refugees,”  at  the  North  Shore  Gay  Alli¬ 
ance  meeting.  Essex  County  Room,  Student 
Union,  Salem  State  College.  7:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Exec¬ 
utive  committee  meeting.  Info:  John  (617) 
2454674. 


11  sat 


New  Brunswick,  NJ  —  New  Jersey  Gay 
Coalition  conference  with  keynote  speakers 
Steve  Endean  and  Leslie  Cagan,  workshops, 
performances,  art  and  dancing.  Registration 
from  9-1 0:30am  at  Rutgers  Student  center.  $3 
admission.  Info:  (201)  932-7886. 


15  wed 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  (WAVAW)  is  looking  for  new 
members.  Open  meeting  at  7:15  featuring  a 
slide  show  and  discussion  of  our  work.  All 
interested  women  welcome.  Cambridge 
Women’s  Center.  354-8807. 


12  sun 


lOfri 


Boston,  MA  —  Northeast  Lesbian  AA  and  Al- 
Anon  Second  Annual  Conference.  Workshops 
on  Daughters  of  alcoholics,  women  over  35, 
alternatives  to  traditional  lover  relationships, 
and  many  more.  Open  house,  dinner  and 
dance.  UMass,  downtown  campus,  100  Arling¬ 
ton  St.  $15  fee  (more  if/less  if).  Write:  NELAA, 
c/o  GCN  Box  83,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  (GAMIT)  meets 
at  5pm.  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.,  142  Memorial 
Dr.  3rd  floor.  Everyone  welcome.  Info: 
253-5440. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Choosing  your  own  family,"  a 
talk  by  Karen  Lindsey  at  the  Community 
Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  (Copley 
Square).  11am.  Free!  Childcare  available. 

New  York,  NY  —  Robert  Patrick  will  host  “Gay 
Horizons"  on  Cable  TV  Channel  J.  1 1pm.  (Fea¬ 
turing  his  “History  of  Homosexuality.") 
Huntington,  NY  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays,  an  informal  group  of  mothers  and 
fathers  of  lesbian  daughters  and  gay  sons, 
meets  on  the  second  Sunday  of  every  month 
in  Huntington,  L.l.  Info:  (5161  427-3683 


16  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  PROOFREAD  AND  LAYOUT  THE  PAPER. 
IT'S  FUN!  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 
DETAILS. 

New  York,  NY  —  "Gay  sexual  diseases  and 
how  to  prevent  them  and  cure  them,"  a  talk  by 
Dr.  Frank  Rundle,  West  Side  Discussion 
Group,  Greenwich  House,  7th  Ave.  So.  at 
Barrow  St.  8:30pm.  $2  donation.  Social  hour 
follows. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women's  Alternative. 
Marilyn  Hacker,  poet  and  novelist,  will  read 
from  her  work.  Universalist  Church,  Central 
Park  West  at  76th  St.  8pm.  $3  contribution.  All 
women  welcome. 


Fhe  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


